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TORAH

SINAI

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

Certain facts or events, basic
our beliefs, are sometimes S
quickly embraced, that ou
guestions are overlooked, or n
even detected. Children often ask

q

Their questions are undiluted b
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from Sinai
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if we didn't ponder the questions

RABBI ISRAEL CHAIT

Introduction

Judaism, as seen through the eyes of the scholars of the Talmud, he
own unique religious orientation. While basing itself on a cataclysmic evel
revelation, it does not look to miracles as the source of its intime
drelationship with God. God's revelation at Sinai was a one-time occurre
ghever to be repeated. This is expressed in Deuteronomy 5:19, "a great \
ewhich was not heard again."(1) In the mind of the Talmudic scholar G
tscontinuously reveals himself not through miracles but through the wisdon

his laws. (2) These laws manifest themselves in Torah - the written and
uorallaw - and in nature.
s The Psalmist expresses this view most clearly. He speaks freely of

e
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Hashem's influence descends upomas commanded to quarry set #2

(continued on page 8)

(continued on page 10)

Jwonders of nature and the awe-inspiring universe as in Psalm 8:4, "Whq

(continued on next page)
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look at the heavens, the work of Your fingers; the I [
moon and stars which you have established".
Psalm 104, dedicated to the wonders of naturdhe foundation of our faith is the belief that GodThe very concept of a proof or evidence for the
climaxes with the exclamation, "How many amevealed himself to the people of Israel a little oveccurrence of the event atn8i presupposes
Your works, O Lord! You have made them alhreethousand years ago. The revelation consistegitain premises. It sets the system of Torah apa
with wisdom." Regarding the sheer intellectuaf certain visual and audible phenomena. Tiiem the ordinary religious creed. The true
joy one derives from studying Torah, he statefementsof fire, clouds, smoke pillars, and theeligionist is in need of no evidence for his belief.
"The Torah of the Lord is perfect, restoring tteound of the shofar were present. God produédid belief stems from something deep within
soul, the testimony of the Lord is trustwgrthan audible voice of immense proportion that Hamself. Indeed, he even senses in the idea c
making wise the simple person. The preceptsusid to speak to Moses and then to the peopledence for his belief a mixed blessing, as it
the Lord are upright, rejoicing the heart, th&he voice conveyed intelligible Laws of greatere, a kind of alien ally. He does not enjoy
commandment of the Lord is lucid, enlighteninghilosophic and halachic import. The event left moaking recourse to reality. Judaism, on the othe
theeye. The statutes of the Torah are true; they deeibt in the minds of those present that they Hehd, doesn't just permit evidence; it demands i
all in total harmony. They are more to be desiradtnessed an act of God. The Torah describes lfhene were to say he believed in Torah from Sinai
thangold, even fine gold, and they are sweefdetails of the event in two places, first in Exodagd does not need any evidence, he would not k
thanhoney and the honeycomb." 19 and then in Deuteronomy 4, where Mostsconformity with the Torah. The Torah demands
When speaking of man's search for God thecounts the event to the people before Higtour conviction that it was given to us by God
Psalmist states, "The Lord, from heaven, lookpéssing. What was the objective of the event?bla based on the specific formula of the
down upon the children of man, to see if thebeth places the Torah very clearly tells us tdemonstration He created for us. Nachmanide
wereany man of understanding searching for Gpdrpose of the revelation. The statement that Gadtedurther that were it not for the event at Sinai
(14:2)." Man dscovers God only throughmade to Moses immediately before the eveméwould not know that we should reject a false
understanding. Accordingl the righteous are reads as follows: prophetwho performs miracles and tells us to
depicted as being constantly involved in this abandon any of the laws or ways of the Torah. It i
process of searching for and discovering God. "I will cometoyouinathickcloud, sothatall written in Deuteronomy 8:2-6 that we should not
"But only in the Torah of the Lord is his desire, the people will hear when | speak to you. They follow such a prophet. But, says Nachmanides

and in His Torah he mediates day and night"will also then believein you forever." were it not for the demonstration at Sinai we
(Psalms 1:2). Maimonides sharply criticizes those(Exodus 19:9) would be totally in a quandgrunable to know
who consider themselves religious and search for whetherwe should follow the Torah based on
God through the miraculou$Say to a person When Moses recounts the event to the peoplenfieacles that occurred in Egypt or follow the false
who believes himself to be of the wise men shys, prophetbased on his miracle§) The event at
Israel that the Almighty sends His angel to enter Sinai resolves this ldimma. After the event at

the womb of a woman and to form there the "Teach your children and your children's Sinai the Jew remains unimpressed even b
foetus [sic], he will be satisfied with the account; children about the day you stood before God miracles that would lead an ordinary person to
hewill believe it and even find in it a description your Lord at Horeb. It was then that God said  conclude that the words of the false prophet ar
of the greatness of God's might and wisdom;to me, "Congregate the people for Me, and |  true. We shall return to this polater.
although he believes that the angel consists ofnill let them hear my words. This will teach  Clearly then, the basis on which one's religious
burning fire and is as big as a third part of thethemto bein awe of Measlong asthey liveon convictions are builtitierin the cases of the strict
Universe, yet he considers it possible as a divinesarth, and they will also teach their children."  religionist and the man of Torah. Thi# erence
miracle. But tell him that God gave the seed a(Deuteronomy 4:9-10) might be stated in the following manner: The
formative power which produces and shapes the religionist believes first in God and then in his
limbs- and he will turn away because he canndBod clearly intended the event to be raind and senses, while the man of Torah, whc
comprehend the true greatness and powerdefnonstration that would serve the present andoalbes himself on evidence, accepts his mind an
bringing into existence forces active in a thing tHature generations. Nachmanides and othéis senses and then proceeds to recognize Ge
cannot be perceived by the senses." (3) consider it one of the 613 commandments to teacid His Torah by means of these tools. Only the
While Judaism is based on a supernatural evéim, demonstration of the event at Sinai to evenan of Torah perceives God as a reality as his
it is not oriented toward the supernatural. Tigeneration. We are therefore obliged to understéaehs concerning God register on the same part «
essence of Judaism is not realized throutyienature of this émonstrabn and how it was to his mind that all ideas concerning reality do. (5)
religious fervor over the miraculous but througbe valid for future generations. An understandind-et us proceed to the demonstration that took
anappreciation of God's wisdom as revealed baththe foundations of a system offers insight infidace at Sinai. We must understand not only hov
in Torah and the natural worldl.miracle, being a the character and philosophical milieu of thahis event would serve as proof for those
breach of God's law, does not contribute to tlsigstem. Comprehension of Torah frormé®i immediately witnessing it but for future
appreciation. This diinction is crucial since itprovides the most rudimentary approaches to tfenerations as well, as it is stated in Deutergnom
gives Judaism its metaphysical uniqueness.  entire Weltanschauung of Torah. "and they will also teach their children." We must

(continued on next page)
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define at the outset what we mean by proof. Tleedirect observation. Even in science little or nom. The day President Kennedy was assassinate
termproof as it is commonly used has a subjectigeogresscould be made if one were limited tavord spread almost instantly that he was shot
meaning. We mean proof to the satisfaction otiect observation. We could not rely on textbooRshis report remained accurate although it passe:
given individual. As such it is subject to a wider information given to us by others. Instead, eattrough many hands. The details about how or
rangeof definitions and criteria. There are thosientific observer would have to perform awvherehe wasshotwere confused. The shooting
for whom even the world of sense perceptionvitness all experimental evidence of the pasgs a simple item of news capable of being
doubtful. In order not to get lost in the sea @ifsthand. Knowledge in our personal lives wouldommunicated properly even by many simple
epistemology let us state that the Torah acceptseaequally restricted. When we place ourselves people. The details of how and where were too
framework similar to the one a scientist employtiae operating table for sgery we have very little complex for ordinary people to transmit properly.
It accepts the world of sense perception and fiisthand knowledge about our physical conditionSometimes our criteria are fulfilled in concert
human mind. The events that occurred at Sinai areeven whether the practitioner is indeed with eachother. We may believe a lay person's
according to Torah valid evidence from which physician. We put our very lives on the line wittestimony that another individual is a well-
rational person would conclude that a). Theadmostofirsthand, directly observed evidence. qualified physician and then take the physician's
exists a deyt, b). This deity is concerned with Why do we do this? Are there any criteria wadvice. In another case we may accept a lay
man, and c). This deity entrusted Moses with thee that can rationally justify our actions? Here ygerson's assertion that a text is the work of notabls
task of conveying his system of laws to theome to the second class of knowledge availabtgentists. We would then proceed to accept as tru
people.To anyone who maintains that even if te us - secondhand knowledge. Secondhaddas stated in this text even though they seen
wereat Sinai he would remain unconvinced, theowledge seems to us quite reasonable provide@ingeto us. We would not accept these very
Torah has little to say. certain criteria are met. When secondhasdmeideas from the original simple person. Our
The Torah addresses itself to a rational mindkliowledge comes to our attention we ameceptance of the information found in textbooks
must be remembered that every epistemologitamediately faced with the question: Is this piedgalways based on this process.
system that is dendable from a logicalof information true or false? We cannot directly Now we come to the consideration of
standpoint is not necessarily rational. Rationalitnow whether or not it is true since we have nfatbrication. Here again we operate through
demands more than logical consistency; it requitgitnessed it directly; we can, however, know if inference. We may rule out fabrication when we
clear intellectual intuition. One magrgue, for is true by way of inference. If we can remove afust the individual or think he has no motive to
instance, that we possess no real knowledge ofdhases of falsehood we can infer that it is trdie. If we do not know the individual we work
atom. One might contend that all electrons aridow can we remove all causes of falsehood? Thith a second criterion. We accept the information
protonsconspired to act in a certain way whemtionale is simple. If the information that othelié many people convey it, and we doubt it when its
they were being observed. It may biféicllt to convey to us is false, it is so for one of twsource is only one individual. The rationale is
disprove such a hypothesis, but it is easy to seasons.Either the informer is ignorant andbased on the assumption that one individual may
thatit does not appeal innately to the human mingistaken in what he tells us, or his statement ifi@/e a motive to lie, but it is unlikely that a group

(6) Our intuitive intellect rejects it. (7) fabrication. If we can rule out these twof people would have a collective motivation to
possibilities, there remains no cause for tlie. If we met someone who told us that the 8:30

O information to be false. We then consider it to liin to Montreal derailed we might at first be
[l true. doubtful, but if several passengers gave us the

How can we eliminate these two possibilitiessamereport we would accept it. We deem it
Let us now proceed to the question of how tRer the first one, ignorance, we only need toreasonable to assume a universal conspirac
events at ®iai, which occurred over threaletermine whether the individual conveying t®ur acceptance of the authorship of books by
thousand years ago, were to serve as evidencénfiarmation to us is intellectually capable ofhose named on the covers is based on this
all succeeding generations. We may begin Agprehending it. We deal here with aedt assumption. The moment we hear information our
asking what kind of event, if gncould possibly relationship. If the information is simple we mayninds automatically turn to these two factors. We
be performed that would qualify as evidence lohgist an average person. If it is complex ask ourselves if the informant is capable of
after such an event has transpired? What critgniafound we would only trust someone capable @bprehending the information he is conveying anc
could we set forth that would satisfy such understanding such matters. The more complésthereis any reason to assume fabrication. If we
requirement? Let us analyze how we as hunthematter, the more qualified a person is requiredn answer in the affirmative to the first question
beings gain knowledge. What methods awe be; the more simple the matter, the lessd in the negative to the second question, we
available to us? It would seem that there are teyaalified an individual needs to be. If an ordinagccept the information as true.
methods we use to obtain knowledge. The firstpsrsonwould tell us it was raining we would be These are the criteria which guide our lives.
by direct observation. This course seems simjplelined on the basis of the first consideration they determine the choices we make in both oul
enough and for our purpose requires little analydslieve him. If he would tell us about complerosttrivial and most serious decisions. With this
Very little of our knowledge, however, is obtainedreathempatternsve would doubt his information. modus operandi we conclude that so and so is |
through direct observation. We would know littlf, however, an eminent meteorologist woultlighly qualified physician. If we suspect his
or nothing of world history if we limited ourselveslescribe such patterns to us, we would belieméegrity or his capabilities we consult a second

(continued on next page)
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physician or even a third. If all of them agree we "You are the ones who have been shown, so lives on the line based on no stronger evidence

would submit to even a serious operation on thethat you will know that God is the Supreme but doesn't religion demand a certitude of a

grounds that a universal conspiracy is absurd. Being and there is none besides Him. Fromthe  diff erent nature? Here we are not looking for
Our acceptance of all historical data is based orheavens, He let you hear His wvoice certitude based on some formula which we are

the previous considerations. We are satisfied withadmonishing you, and on earth He showed you forced to employ in our daily lives but certitude

the verisimilitude of certain historical events and Hisgreat fire, so that you heard Hiswordsfrom which gives us conviction of an absolute and

unsatisfied with others depending on whether orthefire ultimate nature.

not our criteria for reliability have been met. We To answer this question we must proceed witt

are quite sure of simple well known facts. For an examination of the tenets involved in the

example, no one would dispute the claim thaBomeone may ask how we know that thesstitution of Torah from Sinai, to which the rest of

World War | occurred. Again, we are quite certagvents were as described in the Torah, cleaHis paper is dedicated. Maimonides states that th

that GeorgeWashington existed, but we are not sasible, and that they transpired before the entiration of Israel did not believe in Moses becaust

sure of what size shoe Washington wérsimple nation. Perhaps this itself is a fabrication? Thé the miracles he performed9) Moses

fact readily observable by many individuals wanswerto this question is obvious. We accept erformed these miracles out of simple necessity

accept as true. Details we doubt. For these andsfanple fact attested to by numerous observéisey needed to escape from Egypt, so he split th

complex information we require qualifiecbecause we consider mass conspiracy absurd.deay; they needed food, so he brought forth mann

individuals. By ruling out fabrication we accephe very same reason no public event can Hee only reason the people believed in Moses an

their communications as true. Because of dabricated, for we would have to assume a méassice God and Torah was because of the event

system we often arrive at gray areas when canspiracy of silence with regard to th8inai where they heard a voice that God produce

criteria have not been adequately fulfilled. To tleecurrence of that event. If someone were to glieaking to Moses and instructing him to teact

degree that they are not satisfied we are infusedithat an atomic bomb was detonated over N people But we may ask, weren't the miracles

with doubt. York City fifty years ago, we would not accept it Egypt enough to convince the people of Moses
We are now in a position to determine whastrue because we would assume that we woalathenticity? Didn't they follow him out of Egypt

event could be performed that would retain ig®ve certainly heard about it, had it actualbased on what they observed of God's miracles

validity for future generations. 1®ie future occurred. The very factors which compel us fand doesn't the Torah itself state at the splitting of

generations cannot observe the everdctl, it accept as true an account of an event of pulifiesea (Exodus 14:31),

would have to be an event that rules out in fisoportion safeguards us against fabrication of

process of communication the causes of ddubt such an event. (8) Were this not so all of history "The Isradlites saw the great power that God

to theignorance of the communicators and due ¢ould have been fabricated. Had the event at Sindiiad unleashed against Egypt, and the people

fabrication.A simple event grasped easily by theot actually occurred anyone fabricating it at any were in awe of God. They bdieved in God and

senseghat occurs before a mass of people whamint in time would have met with theifst  hisservant Moses. "

later attestto its occurrence would fulfill the refutation of the people, "had a mass event of that

requirementsSiwch an event would have all thgroportion ever occurred we surely would haveBut Maimonides is thoroughly supported by the

credibility of the most accepted historical fact. Heard of it." Fabrication of an event of publiBible itself since after this very statement, after the

we doubt either a simple event attested to poportion is not within the realm of credibility. ~ splitting of the sea, God says to Moses (Exodu:

massesf people or a complex event attested to byHistory corroborates this point. In spite of th9:9),

qualified individuals, we would ipso facto have tstrong religious instinct in man, no modern

doubt almost all the knowledge we have acquinegigion in over two thousand years has been able "I will cometo youin athick cloud, so that all

in all the sciences, all the humanities, and in all teebase itself on public revelatio® modern  the people will hear when | speak to you. They

diff erent disciplines existing today. Moreover weeligion demands some kind of verifiable will then also believeinyou forever.”

would have to desist from consulting witleccurrence in order to be accepted. For this reason

physicians, dentists, lawyers, mechanics, plumbdng two major Western religions, Christianity and It is clear, as Maimonides concludes, that there

electricians, or specialists in any field who woiklam, make recourse to the revelation at Sinaassomething lacking in the previous belief for if

from an accepted body of knowledge. Were it not for this need and the impossibility @ were complete the very motive for the
The event at ®ai fulfills the above manufacturing such evidence, they certainBevelation, as stated clearly in the Torah, woulc

requirements. The events witnessed as descrivedld not have based their religions on anothes lacking.

wereof a simple perceptual nature so that ordinasfigion's revelation. A belief instilled by miracles, even miracles of

peoplecould apprehend them. The event at Sinai
was structured with the same built-in ingredients
that cause us to accept any historical fact or any
kind of secondhand knowledge. Moses himself

cataclysmic proportion forecasted in advance an
occurring exactly when needed is lacking
according to Maimonides. They do not effectuate
total human conviction. It is, in the words of

points this out (Deuteronomy 4:9-13,32-36). We now face one question. One naague that Maimonides, "a belief which has after it
Moses notes that those events that transpired befm@reto accept Torah much as one would acceqaintemplation and afterthought.” It may cause one
theentire nation were clearly perceived. He statesny major historical event, and we may put otaract on it because of the profound improbability

continued on next page)
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of coincidence but it is not intellectually "If there arise among you a prophet or a nishma, our own understanding. Our ultimate
satisfying. The mind keeps returning to the eventdreamer of dreamsand hegivesyouasgnor a objective is the full understanding of this corpus of
and continues to ponder it. God wished Torah towonder, and the sign or the wonder of whichhe  knowledge known as Torah. We gain knowledge
be founded on evidence that totally satisfies thespoke to you comes to pass, and he says, "Let  of Torah by applying our intellects to its study and
human mind -Tzelem Elokim -which He created. us go after other gods which you have not investigation. The study of Torah and the
He wished Judaism to be based on a soundnownand let usservethem” understanding of its principles is a purely rational
foundation of knowledge which would satisfy and cognitive process. All halachic decisions are
man's intellect completely. Miracles may point toDo not listen to the words of that prophet drased on human reason alone.
something. We may be convinced thateamer. God your lord is testing you to see if yowntil rather recently the greatest minds of our
coincidence is improbable but such conclusioasetruly able to love God your Lord with all youpeople devoted themselves to Torah study. Sinc
are haunted by afterthoughts. When the voiteartand all your soul. thetradition of our people has lost popularihe
produced by God was heard from the heaveng/hat is this test? The test is to see if your logeeat intellectual resources of our people have
therewasno further need for afterthought. It wa$12) of God is based on true knowledge which Heen diected to science, mathematics,
amatterof direct evidence. Only then could it bleastaught you to follow and embrace or if you aggsycholog, and other secular areas from which
said that the people knew there is a God and tieeflall prey to the unsound primitive emotions afminent thinkersemerge. In former years our
Moses was His trusted servant. The requiremethiis momentthat well up from the instinctual intellectual resources produced great Toral
for knowledge were complete. source of man's nature. The faith of the Jew datellects like Maimonides, Rabbeinu Tam, and
Maimonides concludes, "Hence it follows thatever be shaken by dreamers or miracle workésachmanides. In modern times these sam
every prophet that arises after Moses our teachlée, pay no attention to them. Based on thesources produced eminent secular giants lik
we do not believe in him because of the sign faionally satisfying demonstration of Sinai walbert Einstein, Niels Bohr, and Sigmund Freud. |
gives so that we might say we will pay heed temain faithful to God through His wisdom anthention this so that the layman may have som
whatever he says, but rather because of Kmewledge. (13) Our creed is that of His eternahderstanding of the intellectual level of our
commandment that Moses gave in the Torah amdl infinitelaw. When we perfect ourselves in thischolars, for just as it is impossible to appreciate
stated, 'if he gives you a sign you shall pay hemdnnemwve can say that we truly love God with allhe intellect of an Einstein unless one has grea
to him," just as he commanded us to adjudicateaur hearts and with all our soul. We then serkeowledge of physics, it is impossible to
the basis of the testimony of two witnesses ev&od through the highest part of our nature, thppreciate the great minds of Torah unless one h:

though we don't know in an absolute sense if tHeiyine element He placed in our soul. attained a high level of Torah knowledge.

testified truthfully or falsely. So too is it a The greatest thinkers of science all share ¢
commandment to listen to this prophet everi] common experience of profound intellectual
though we don't know if the sign is true. \% humility. Isaac Newton said that he felt like a
Therefore if a prophet arose and performed great small boy playing by the sea while the "whole

wonders and sought to repudiate the prophecy &fle have so far dealt with the actuality of trecean of truth" rolled on before him. Albert
our teacher Moses we do not pay heed to him.ékent at Sinai and with the nature of this event. \Bimstein said, "One thing | have learned in a long
what is this similar? To two witnesses whaonust now concern ourselves with the purposelité: that all our science measured against reality i
testified to someone about something he saw vitiis event. When the Jews received the Torahpainitive and childlike -and yet it is the most
his own eyes denying it was as he saw it; Beai they uttered two words, naas&tishma, we precious thing we have." The human mind can no
doesn't listen to them but knows for certain thatll do and we will hear, the latter meaning wenly ascertain what it knows; it can appreciate the
they are false witnesses. Therefore the Tomall learn, understand, and comprehend. Tle&tent and enormity of what it does nobilv. A
stateghatif thesign or wonder comes to pass dmmmitment was not just one of action areatmind can sense the depth of that into which
notpay heed to the words of this prophet becaysmsformance but was one of pursuit of knowledgeis delving. In Torah one can find the same
this (person) came to you with a sign and wond#rthe Torah. Rabbi Jonah of Gerundi asks, (ERperience. The greatest Torah minds throughot
to repudiate that which you saw with your owhow can one do if he doesn't understard? the centuries have all had the realization that they
eyes and since we do not believe in signs but opgrformance of a rational person requires asre only scratching the surface of a vast and
in the commandments that Moses gave how gamrequisite knowledge of that performancifinite body of knowledge. As the universe is to
we accept by way of a sign this (person) wHRabbi Jonah answers: The event at Sinai servethaphysicist, Torah is to the Talmudist. Just as the
came to repudiate the prophecy of Moses that aveerification of the truth of Torah. The Torah sphysicist when formulating his equations can
saw and heard." (10) The Jew is thus tiegp a system of scholarship to which its ideas aenseheir crudeness against the vast reality he i
completely and exclusively to the event at Siremtrusted. "We will do" means we will accept theitempting to penetrate, so too the Talmudist ir
which was formulated to totally satisfy the humaauthority of the scholars of Torah concernirfgrmulating his abstractions comes in sight of the
mind. (11) proper religious performance until we carinfinite world of halachic thought. As the Midrash
This explains the main idea of the chapter of thaderstand ourselves by way of knowledge whtates, "It is far greater than the earth and wide
false prophet given by the Torah in Deuteronortiyeseperformances are correct. The commitmethian the sea, and it increases infinitely." The
13:2-6, of naaseh is preliminary until we reach theasonfor both experiences is the same. They

(continued on next page)
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both derive from God's infinite knowledge. experience, this firsthand knowledge of Toralwould have to be done so intentionally.
Let me elaborate further on this point. When titigathasbeen the most intimate source of faith fdtachmanides therefore states his proposition thz
scientist ponders the phenomena of nature dmtah scholars throughout the ages. a person does not bequeath a falsehood to hi
proceeds to unravel them, he finds that with th@he ultimate conviction that Torah is the worchildren.
resolution of each problem new worlds open g God derives from an intrinsic source, theFor the purpose of Nachmanides' inference, on
for him. The questions and seeminknowledge of Torah itself. Of course this sourgeould have to attain at least a basic familiarity
contradictions he observes in nature are gatewafysconviction is only available to the Toralwith Torah. The ultimate recognition of Torah as a
that guide him to greater understanding, forcirsgholar. But God wants us all to be scholars. Thégience would of necessity require a higher
him to establish new theories which, if correds only possible if we do the nishma, the ultimatkegree of knowledge. Nachmanides' proof is
shed light on an even wider range of phenomeparpose of the giving of the Torah at Sinai. partially intrinsic, whereas theethonstréion of
New scientific truths are discovered. The joy ofThe revelation at 8ai, while carefully Torah from Sinai is totally extrinsic. There are
success is, however, short-lived, as nestructured by the Creator to appeal to maiten three levels of knowledge of Torah from
problems, often of even greater immepsitrational principle to move him only by hisSinai: the demonstration, the intrinsic verification
emergeon the horizon of investigation. He is noffzelem Elokim, is only a prelude to the ultimatirough knowledge, and that of Nachmanides.
dissuaded by this situation because he considirsct and personal realization of the Torah as
his new insight invaluable and looks forward witheing the work of the Almighty. The revelation at[]
even greater anticipation to future gains Binai was necessary to create the naaseh which is Epilogue
knowledge. The scientist is propelled by his faithe bridge to the nishma where anyone can gain
thatnature is not at odds with itself, that the worfitsthand knowledge of Torah and the truth itTorah completely satisfies the needs of the
makes sense, and that all problems, no mattentains. As Rabbi Soloveitchick once said, tieelem Elokim in man's nature. Every human
how formidable in appearance, must eventualljudy of Torah is a "rendezvous with thmind craves Torah. Man waseatel for it (see
yield to an underlying intelligible system, one th&imighty". When we begin to comprehend thieactate Sanhedri@%). Following the example
is capable of being grasped by the human miptilosophy of Torah we may also begin tof Maimonides, who said “"Listen to the truth
His faith is amply rewarded as each succegspreciate how the revelation atn&i was from whomever said it (Introduction #vos),"
brings forth new and even more amazirggructured by God in the only way possible Bind his son Relwraham, who endorsed the
discoveries. He proceeds in his infinite task.  achieve the goals of the Torah -to createstdy of Aristotle in the areas in which he does
When studying man-made systems, such raligion, forever secure, by means of which mawot disagree with Torah, (15) | take the liberty to
United States Constitutional Law or Britiskvorships God through the highest element in lojsote Bertrand Russell: "The world has need of ¢

Common Law, this is not the case. Thaature. philosophy or a religion which wifpromotelife.

investigator here is not involved in an infinite But in order to promote life it is necessary to
pursuit. He either reaches the end of his value something other than mere life. Life
investigation or he comes upon problems that do Postscript devoted only to life is animal, without any real
not lend themselves to further analysis; they are human value, incapable of preserving men

attributable to the shortcomings of the designers statement of Nachmanides warrants inclusipermanently from weariness and the feeling tha
of the system. The man-made systems exhibithreye. Nachmanides says that we can infer tha# is vanity. If life is to be fully human it must
depth beyond the intellect of their designersuth of the Torah from the principle that a persserve some end which seems, in some sens
Unlike science, real problems in these systemswaould not bequeath a falsehood to his childresutside human life, some end which is impersona
not serve as points of departure for net first sight this seems inexplicable. Idolatrgnd above mankind, such as God or truth ol
theoretical insights but lead instead to dead endsould also avalil itself of the sanaggument. We beauty. Those who best promote life do not have
Those who are familiar with the study of Toratmust obviously say that the principle, it may biée for their purpose. They aim rather at what
know that the Talmudist encounters the sarnee, must be amended to read a person wouldsesmdike a gradual incarnation, a bringing into
situation as the scientific invegdtor. Here transmit intentionally a falsehood to his childrenur human existence of something eternal,
difficulties do not lead to dead ends; on thtow then does this show Judaism is true? Abbmething that appears to the imagination to live
contray, with careful analysis apparenteligious people believe their religion is true and a heaven remote from strife and failure and the
contradictions give way to new insights, openirigat they are bestowing the greatest blessing devouring jaws of time. Contact with the eternal
up new highways of intellectual thought. Wideheir children by conveying to them their mostorld -even if it be only a world of our imagining
rangesof halachic phenomena become unifietherished beliefs. - brings a strength and a fundamental peac
while new problems come to light. The process iShe words of Nachmanides become clear whehich cannot be wholly destroyed by the
infinite. The greatest human minds have had thie realize that his inference is based on a certsiruggles and apparent failures of our tempora
experience when pondering the Talmud; indedelel of Torah knowledge. Either the emotions tifie." (16)
the greaterthe mind, the greater the experiencéheintellect generates a belief. But Torah is a vastorah makes our lives worthwhile. It gives us
We are dealing with a corpus of knowledge faystem of knowledge with concepts, postulatesntact with the eternal world of God, truth, and
beyond the ultimate grasp of mortal man. Itis trasd axioms. If such a system were fabricatedhe beauty of H$ ideas. Unlike Russell the

(continued on next page)
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agnostic, we do not have to satisfy ourselves witlearly stated in Deuteronomy 29:17, 18: Nazarene do not qualifasthe masse®f Jews
aworld of "our imagining" but with the world of Today, theremust not be among you any mamefore whom they were supposedly performed
reality - God's creation. How fortunate we are ameman, family or tribe, whose heart strays frodid not attest to them. The same is true of claims
howmeaningful are the words we recite eagh d&od, and who goes and worships the godsnaéde by other faiths (though, as we will see,
“for they [the Torah and mitzvos] are our livethosenations. When [such a person] hears thafter Sinai miracles have no credibility value).

and the length of our day&I' words of this dread curse, he may rationaliz®. See Maimonides, Code of Law, Chapter
and sg, "l will have peace, even if | do as | se¥lll, Laws Concerning the Foundations of
O fit." Torah.

Why does the Torah here as in no other plac&0. Ibid. Chapter VIII.
presentto us the rationalization of the sinner?11. This point is crucial. It contradicts popular
End Notes The Torah is describing the strong sense ayinion. The Jew remains at all times
security these primitive inner feelings ofteanimpressed by miracles. They do not form the
1. See Rashi, Rashbam, and Ibn Ezra on théstow on their hosts and is warning of tlessence of his faith, and they do not enter the
verse. tragic consequences that will follow if they ammentalframework of his creed. Though the most
2. In his description of the Torah scholar, Ravwt uprooted. righteous prophet may perform them, they instill
Soloveitchik states, "He does not search oub. It is imperative that the reader examines the belief. His credence harks back to only one
transcendental, ecstatic paroxysms or frenzigassagesn the Torah relevant to this notionsource -Sinai.
experiences that whisper intonations of anotfirese include Exodus 19:4, Deuteronomyl2. See the concept of love of God as
world into his ears. He does not require ady3,9,34,35, and 36. described by Maimonides Code, Laws of the
miracles or wonder in order to understand thé&. As a classic example, metaphysic&loundations of Torah Chapter Il 1,2, and our
Torah. He approaches the world of halacha wiblipsism may be logically irrefutable but is telaboration on this theme in "Why one should
his mind and intellect just as cognitive mathehuman mind absurd. learnTorah."
approaches the natural realm. And since he relied We may even be able to discover why wel3. When visiting the Rockefeller Medical
upon his intellect, he places his faith in it arméject it, let us 3a due to Occam’s razor, thénstitute, Albert Einstein met with Dr. Alexis
does not suppress any of his psychic facultiesniaxim that assumptions introduced to explainCarrel, whose extracurricular interests were
order tomergeinto some supernal existence. Hthing must be as few as possible, but ospiritualism and extrasensory perception.
own personal understanding can resolve thgection is nodue to a knowledge of Occam'sObserving that, Einstein was unimpressed.
most dff icult and complex problems. He paysazor but rather Occam's razor is based on @arrel said, "But Doctor what would you say if
no heed to any murmurings of [emotionaliejection. It is part of the innate rationale of oyou observed this phenomenon yourself?" To
intuition or other types of mysteriousnental system. Occam's razor, a rathavhich Einstein replied, "I still would not believe
presentiments.” Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchikarvelous formula, does not rely on deductiie' (Clark, Ronald W. Einstein: The Life and
Halakhic Man. (Philadelphia: 1983, Jewislogic. It shows that the natural world somehoWmes. (New York: 1971, Avon Books) p. 642).
Publication Society of America) p.79. conforms to our mental world. The simplest idé&hy would the great scientist not capitulate
3. Maimonides, Moses. The Guide for this the most appealing to the human mind anceigen to evidence? It is a matter of one's total
Perplexed. Trans. by M. Friedlaerd(London: usually the most correct one. The world is framework. The true man of science who sees
1951 Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd) p. 161.  conformity with the mind. In the words of Alberknowledge permeating the entire universe from
4. From both Maimonides and Nachmanid&snstein, "The most incomprehensible thintpe smallestparticle to thdargestgalaxies will
who concur on this point, as well as from thabout the world is that it is comprehensible." not be shaken from his view by a few paltry
plain meaning of the Bible itself with regard to 8. It should be understood that the mere clafatts even though he may not be able to explair
the objective of Revelation, it is clear thathatanevent was a public one and its acceptartbem. Only the ignorant are moved by such
Judaism does not give credence to the existehgepeople does not qualify the event as fulfillinggevidence." In a similar manner miracles do not
of an authentic inner religious voice. Were ther requirements; it is only if the people whaffect a man of Torah who is rooted in Sinai and
the case, there would be no need for tlaecept the information are in a position to rejeGbd's infinite wisdom. His credo is his cogito.
demonstration at Sinai in order to discredit thitethat their acceptance is of value. If a persori4. Rebbeinu Yonakvoslil 9.
false prophet(Deuteronomy 8:2-6). On thefrom Africa claims to people of Sardinia that a15. Concerning books that are proscribed, this
contray, this would be the exact test spoken giublic event transpired in Africa, the acceptantmlows the precedent of the Talmud [Sanhedrin
to seeif onewill be faithful to this inner voice. by the Sardinians is no indication of reliability ak10b], mili mealyesah deis baih darshinon -
For Judaism this inner voice is niff drentfrom they are not in a position to confirm or deny thikosetrue things that are contained in them we
the subjective inner feelings all people have favent. It is only if the claim is made to the santi® study.
their religious and other unwarranted beliefs. geoplewho were in a position to observe the 16. Schlipp, Paul R. The Rbsoply of
stemsfrom the primitive side of man's naturevent that acceptance is of value. Claims mdertrand Russell. (LaSalle: 1989, Open Court
and is in fact the source of idolatry. This isy early Christians about public miracles of tieublishing). p.533.
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Sinai.[0 Boundaries are set surrounding the‘l am Hashem your G-d that brought you out commandment does not obligate us in abstra
mountain.C0 The people are not permitted foom the land of Egypt, from the house of philosophical speculation.CJIn other words, the
approach the mountain beyond these boundaribsridlage” (Shemot 20:2) commandment cannot obligate us to prove throug
Hashem commands Moshe to remind the peopl&his is the first statement of the Decalogugohilosophical analysis the existence of G-d.
that theseboundaries cannot beolated.CIf this Hashem identifies Hiself as the G-d thatRabbaynu Yehuda HalLeyve assumes a skeptic
injunction is ignored, they will be severelyedeemed Bnai Yisrael from Egypt.00 Mostttitude towards such speculations.(0The gree
punished. authorities regard this statement as philosophers havafterent undrstanlings of G-d.0]

Rashi explains that Moshe was permitted tmmmandment.[1This presents a problef&.]Some acknowledge that He is the Creator.[Othe
ascend to the highest point on the mountain.CAhrcommandment engenders some obligation.ddject this conclusion.CJEven if the speculations
could accompany hinduing most of his ascent.[fequires us to perform some action or accept somere conclusive, they might exceed the ability of
The Kohanim were allowed to ascend to a loweonviction.C[However, this statement is merely tlilee common person.C0The “G-d” identified by the
point.CTThe rest of the nation was forbidden fropresentation of a fact.d What does thisommandment must be a Deity that everyone ce
approaching Sinai.[1] commandment require of us? acknowledge, not just the great scholars.[

What was the meaning of the boundaries?CWhy'he Sefer Mitzvot Gadol offers an interesting On this basis, it seems that Rabbaynu Yehuc
werethese various individuals and groups permitt@aterpretation of this mitzvah.OHis explanation islaLeyve would reject Maimonides’ description of
toascend toitf erentevels of the mountain? based upon a careful interpretation of the passatifetommandment.(dt is likely that he woualdye

Maimonides, explains that we cannot achievidhe pasuk is the Almighty's introduction to th¢hat Maimonides defines the commandment in ¢
complete understanding of the Almighty.[1Ouevelation of the Torah.[He identifies Himself.CHeannerthat requires philosophical speculation.C
material nature limits our ability..]We can nevesays that He is the G-d that redeemed the natitow would one prove that Hashem is the cause ¢
completely overcome this limit._CHowever, we cafiom Egypt.[TThe Sefer Mitzvot Gadol concludeall existence?1This would require an analysis the
attain some understanding of Hashem.[The levetioftthe mitzvah requires that we acknowledge thatay exceed the ability of the common person!
comprehension we can acquire varies. Thize G-d that revealed the Torah is the same DeitfyWhat is Rabbaynu Yehuda Hsyve's
comprehension varies directly with one's spiritutilatredeemed us from Egypt.[3] understanding of the mitzvah?[He explains that w
level.CMoshe reached the highest possible spirituaVost other authorities maintain that this mitzvadre obligated to believe in the G-d of the
plane. He achieved a correspondingly profoundbligates us to acknowledge the existence of Gfdrgfathers that led Bnai Yisrael out of Egypt anc
level of understanding of the Divine nature.[] This interpretation of the mitzvah presents ajave the Torah.[0He contends that anyone ce

Maimonides seems to suggest that this concepblvious problem.DNVhat is meant by the term “@nake such an affirmation.[TThis is a G-d that wa
represented by the various boundaries.[JAscenddig[TThis term hasiffierentmeanings to iferent encountered through personal experience and
the mountain represents attaining understandingggople. In itself, it is rather vague.[The term needsiown to subsequent generations though a
the Almighty.C0Moshe could climb to the highessome clarification.CJPrecisgl in what must we unassailable chain of tradition.(In other words, thi:
point on the mountain.[This symbolizes the uniqlelieve? G-d is revealed in history.CAnyone can accept a
understanding he achieved of the Almighty.CAhronMaimonides contends that the term “G-d” refetsstorical fact![5]
wasnotasspiritually perfected as Moshe.[He coultb a Deity that is the cause of all that exists.[Heln order to better understand the dispute betwee
not attain the same profound comprehension.Tlegplains that we are obligated to acknowledge tihaaimonides and Rabbaynu Yehuda HalLeyve, it i
is represented by the prohibition againghereexists a Deity that is the cause of all othéelpful to consider a few scenarios.[First, imagine
accompanying Moshe to his destination.J Thexistence.JThis means that all that exist isagpersonthat believes in G-d that delivered Bnai
Kohanim and the nation were less spirituallgonsequence of His will. (Without this will nothingyisrael from Egypt and gave the Torah.[However
developed.[] They were assigned boundariesuld exist. However, if nothing else existed, Hidis person does not understand that this G-d is tt
corresponding with their levels.OTheir boundariegould still exist.[4] cause of all existence.[JAccording to Rabbaynt
representhelevels of understanding attainable. Rabbaynu Yehuda HalLeyve, in hi&zari, Yehuda Haleyve, this person’s convictions do no

Hashem warns each group against trespasssegmsto object to this definition.CJIn order toconform to the Torah.[CHowever, it cannot be sai
beyond its assigned bend]A person must understand his objection, some initial clarificatiothat this person does not acknowledge the
recognize personal limitation.JPassing beyoiigineeded.[Rav Yehuda Haleyve does not disagegestence of G-d.[0Maimonides would clearly
one's boundary represents striving for a level with Maimonides’ assertion that the Hashem is thisagree.[He would contend that this person doe
understanding beyond one's ability.(This will resudause of all existence.[This is one of the lessonsof fulfill the most basic of mitzvot.CHe does not
in disastefIThe individual who overreaches willthe Torah.[lHowever, he points out that thacknowledge the existence of G-d.C]
not properly understand the e essence.Ltommandment requires that we acknowledge th&econd, consider a person that accepts th
Instead, this individual will develop a flawedexistence of G-d.[His objection relates to definirexistence of a Deity that is the cause of all existence
conception.[JIn order to avoid false conclusidtheterm“G-d” as the cause of all existence.Whadowever, this person does not know that this G-
regarding Hashem, each person must respisdhe basis of this objection? redeemed us from Egypt and gave us the Toral
personalimitations.[2] Rabbaynu Yehuda HalLeyve contends that tiaimonides would contend that this person’s belie

(continued on next page)
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Prostitution

IN ISRAEL

A reader wrote us regarding unpleasant findings in
Israd. Wefdt it important to share these well founded
sentiments, in hopes that those in power will correct

system is not in conformity with the Torah.perceives actual reality.CTTherefore, various mistakes

However, the primary command of acknowledginigave dffering degrees of impact on huma
G-d has been fulfilled.CRabbaynu Yehuda Haleyyperfection.[JA misconception regarding ar
seemdo adopt the position that this person has niasignificant issue does not have a substantial imp
complied with the basic mitzvah of acknowledgingpon human perfection.[However, an error regard
G-d. a basic reality has a serious impact upon the so
It is important to clearly understand the basis of tperfection.]
three positions we have described.CJEach positionLet us consider a simple example.JAssume
reflects a fundamentallyifterent understanding ofpersorthinks that Reuven is sitting.[However, real
this commandment. Reuven is standing.ClHow serious is this perso|
The position of the Sefer Mitzvot Gadol is the mostisconception of reality?[It is not very serious
astounding of the three positions.CAccording to thidonsequeny this error has little impact on the
interpretation, the commandment does not direcfigrson’s soul.[Let us contrast this with a person t

and sanctify the Jewish people. (Published with permission

l. 1
art
out

n "l recently came back from my first trip to Israe
was there for 3 weeks. It was exciting and he
aking. | just read your article "God's Land with
od". | couldn't agree more.
2 | have been practicing Judaism for 7 years tholigh |
ve not converted because there is no shul in my
area.But | read the Torah portions regularly and
adhere to as much as | understand. Each day|!| an
Ygiven more insight and | try to obey as much as | can.
n's We lost our return tickets and had to go toAlgy
.[o the Delta office and afterward ended up in a|bad
partof Tel Aviv. It actually was the 'red light' distrigt.
Wye asked about this area and found out that Isragl ha
ggalized prostitution in this area. There also have

n
u

=r

require an affirmation of the existence of G-ddglieves that the earth is flat or a person that <

Instead, the mitzvah requires that we acknowledgieostsand demons around every corner.JTH
thatthe Deity that gave the Torah is the same Gpdrson's perception of reality is seriously flawéd.[
that redeemed us from Egypt.[TThe commandmemibrebasic aspect of reality is denied.[The impact
requires that we affirm the origins of the Torah.DA&ich a misconception is far more serious.[As a res

ioeen five suicide bombings in this same area. |
]?Nonder why? | can't tell you how grieved | was to|see
q2uch a horrible thing in God's holy land and using his

oly language. | have many friends that havel the
Ukisconception that Jews are holy people because the

must place the Torah in its proper context. O\ mitisesemisconceptions have a significant impact 0rTorah says they are suppose to be, but once they mes

appreciate that the Torah is a divinely revealed trutinéperson’s perfection.[6]
Of course, this does imply acknowledgement of theLet us proceed one step further in this analys
existence of G-d.CJHowever, the commandment \ighat is the most basic aspect of reality?[(The ans
formulated as an acknowledgement of the natureisthat all that exists is a result of G-d.[He is the m
the Torah.[It is not inherently fashioned as afundamental aspect of the universe and all t
acknowledgement of G-d's existence. exists.[Denial of the existence of a Deity that is t
Rabbaynu Yehuda HalLeyve and Maimonidesuse of all reality is the greatest possik
disagree with this position.[ITheygue that we are misconception!CINo other single error can have f{
directly commanded to acknowledge the existencesaime degree of negative impact upon the soul.
G-d.O0However, they iffier in the specifics of this \We can now understand Maimonides interpretati
obligation.[Now, let us consider this dispute.[] of the mitzvah to acknowledge G-d.[TThe Torah is
Rabbaynu Yehuda Haleyve's position is motdueprint.(It describes the convictions and behavi
easily understood.[\We have already explained histhe perfected individual.ClIMaimonides conten
reasondor rejecting Maimonides’ approach to thishat this perfection requires more than me
mitzvah.[However, it is important to appreciate thecknowledgement of G-dHuman perfection is
outcome of Rabbaynu Yehuda lgve's achieved through acknowledging the fundamen
formulation.JEssentiall he contends that we arenature of reality. We must understand that the en
obligated to acknowledge G-d as He has overtly amglity that surrounds us is based upon the existe
manifestly revealed Himself.(lHe mademdelf of G-d.[He is the basis and source of all redlty.
known through the forefathers — tAeot, through
the wonders He performs and through revelation @ Rabbaynu Shlomo ben Yitzchak gghi),
Sinai.[We are obligated to acknowledge the G-d titggmmentary on
is manifested through personal experience agfic, Shemot 19:24.

know_n thr(_)ugh tradit_ion_ Maimonides) Moreh Nevuchim, volume 1, chapter 5.
Maimonides requires that we acknowledge t§ Rabbaynu Moshe of Kotzi, Sefer Mitzvot Gado
existence of a Deity that is the cause of all that exiskgitzvat Aseh 1.

What is Maimonides’ reason for insisting on thig}00 Rabbaynu Moshe ben Maimon (Rambam
somewhagbstract formulation of the mitzvah? Maimonides) Mishne Torah, Hilchot Yesodai HaTorg

Maimonides provides an important insight into hi 1-3. . .
position in his Moreh Nevuchim.[He begins with th ];zl?Sabbaynu Yehuda Hal.eyve, Kuzari, part |, sectiq

premise that the perfection of a person's soul§§ Rabbaynu Moshe ben Maimon (Rambam

Rabbaynu Moshe ben Maimon (Rambam | 4y,

someof them, they are very disappointed by what

n§thodox man walking down the street. He haq his
\Zitzit tucked into his pant pockets. If this is the case,
hilesemenaregoing to be taking aids home to their
| ives. What is going to happen when these people
%egin to die off leaving all there childremphan®
hSou cant play with sexual sin and not have sefious
consequences, especially if you dress yourself Up in
OBertain garb to proclaim "greater religiosity”.
a We went to Netanya one Sat. night after Shabbat
nand turned down a wrong street as we walked
jdooking for our ar.\We ended up in the same type of
deighborhood. | was appalled by what | saw and felt
asl walked down that street. How can they allow this
" orrible thing to happen? They looked mostly fike
i ussians from the little bit | saw: girls hanging oyt in
'$oorways. Then we saw a commercial on the| TV
N&8vertising a number for women to call, to lepve
prostitution. We couldn't understand what was bging
said but the pictures described the story. If they make
ads like that why don't they outlaw this all together? It
can be done.
America is an immoral place, but in Israel | gaw
omenwho dressed much more indecently than
anywhere in the USA, and | lived in Hollywood CA
“for a long time.
/ My prayer is that your article will be taken to heart
rpy anyone that reads it and t'shuva will be the bywyord
of many living in that wonderful and set apart land.
hit's a hard thing to be called out to be His people, but
e will give His ability to those who want to tryly
Jepresendim.
Thank you for takinghe time to read this."

determined by the degree to which the persmaimonides) Moreh Nevuchim, volume 1, chapter 36

Page 9




Volume 111, No. 17...Feb. 13, 2004 rﬁIIlGS www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

(continued from page 1)

Th T I questioning, is how and what wadown. This is referred to as thénad one purpose; to stand as a proo

e a ets received, by whom, and when. | arfBook of the Treaty." Moses entereébr all generations. This is something
doing so, as this is part of God'theminto a treaty with God, that theymany of us are already familiar with:
design of our receipt of Torah. If Heaccept God based on the secti®uch a massively attended event at
gave it over in a specific fashion, thementoned. Only afterwards was thatvhich an Intelligence related
there is much knowledge to befamous, historical giving of the Terknowledge to man, from amidst
derived from such a transmissiorCommandments from the fienflames, was and is undeniable proof

____and
Certainy, the Ten CommandmentsMount Sinai. The Jews were offeredf the existence of a Metaphysical
SI N AI must be unique in some wasGod to heartheTorah's commands. Being in complete control of all

created separate stones revealing onlarlier in Exodus, 19:8, we learn ofreation. Sinai serves as our eternal
thesden.What is their significance? this same account, but with somproof of God's existence. We now
The answers begin to reveahoreinformation. When Moses toldlearn from a closer look, that the
RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM themselves by studying these areastire Jews the commandmentdews had already accepted God's
Exodus and Deuteronomy. Exodugerbally, prior to the reception of thecommands prior to the giving of the
19, and 24 recount the arrival of theablets, the Jews said as one, "all tiBen Commandments. That event was
The first set of tablets, you recallJews at Sinai and the events whidBod said, we will do, and Mosedo serve as a proof of God's existence,
Moses broke in the sight of theranspired: returned the word of the people tbut the Jews' agreement to those
people.A Rabbi explained this was Exodus, 24:1-4, "1. And to MosesGod." Moses returned to God anidieas was ea#l.
done so the people would nofGod) said, ascend to God, youpld Him the Jews' favorable
worship the stone tablets as they dilaron, Nadav and Avihu, and theesponseNow, Moses knew that What exactly did God give to
the Golden CalfA newsetof tablets seventy from the elders of Israel, an@od is aware of all man's thought$/losesat Sinai?
was then required. Stbsequenyl, |  prostratefrom afar. 2. And Moses deeds and speech. What need wa3he Torah tells us God
pondered, "Why do we needed thelone, draw near to God, but théherefor Moses to "return the word"2communicated many commands
Ten Commandments engraved amhers, don't approach, and th€&hen God responds, "Behold, | comeithout writing, and He also gave
stone tablets at all? If we needpeople, do not ascend with him. 30 you in thick cloud so that theMoses the Ten Commandments. lbn
commands, we can receive themind Moses came and told over to theeopleshall hearwhen| speak with Ezra says the ‘Grah and the
orally from God, or from Moses, sqeopleall the words of God, and all you, and also in you will they believeMitzvah" referred to in Exod. 24:12
why are tablets needed? Also, whihe statutes, and the entire peoplerewer..! What was Moses intent oris as follows: "The "Torah' is the first
wastheremiraculous writing on the answered as one, and they said, 'sdporting the Jews' acceptance ahd fitth commands (of the Ten) and
tablets? If Moses felt the peopl¢he mattershatGod has said we will these commands, and what washe 'Mitzvah' refers to the other
might err by deifying the first setdo.' 4. And Moses wrote all the th€&od's response? Was Moses' intenta@ht." This implies that all which
why was a second set created?" | alsmrds of God..." say, "there is no need for the event dbod gave physical] was the Ten
wondered why a box was required Verse 24:12 continues: "And Godbinai, as the people already believe @ommandments on stone. Further
for the second set, but not for theaid to Moses, 'ascend to Me to théou?" | am not certain. The Rabbigroof is found opep] Deuteronomy
first? mountain, and remain there, anddffer a few explanations why9:10, "And it was at the end of forty
| thenstarted thinking more into thewill give you the tablets of stone, andRevelation at Sinai was necessamfays and forty nights, God gave me
purpose of the tablets, "Was this thiae Torah and the Mitzvahlbn Ezra felt there were soméhetwo tablets of stone, tablets of the
only thing Moses descended witlicommands) that | have written, thahembers of the nation whdreaty." We find no mention of any
from Sinai? Was there a Torah scrolkfpou should instruct them." subscribed to Egypt's beliefotherobject, such as a Torah scroll,
What about the Oral Law? What did "And Moses wrote all the the(inherited from the Hodus) that Godjiven to Moses. We therefore learn
Moses receive, and when?" | alsaords of God..." teaches that prior tdoes not speak with man. GothatMoses wrote the Torah, and God
guestioned what exactly comprisethe giving of the tablets of stonetherefore wished to uproot thisvrote the Ten Commandments.
the content of the Written Torah andVloses ascended Mount n@i, fallacy through Revelation. Ibn Ezr{Saadia Gaon e®ivs the Ten
the Oral Law. Events subsequent tdearned ideas from God, descendetien, is of the opinion that Revelato@€ommandments as the head
Sinai, such as the Books of Numbetaught the people what he learnedjas not performed for the Jews'categories for the remaining 603
and Deuteronomy had not yeand wrote “the words of God." (Thisacceptance of God, which thegommands.)
occurred, so it did not make sense was the order of events prior toalready had accepted, "and the entireThe Torah was written by Moses,
me that thesewere given at Sinai. | Moses' second ascension to Mouptopleanswered as one, and theyot God, Who wrote the Ten
looked for references in the Toralsinai to receive the Tensaid, 'all the matters that God has ss@bmmandments. What was God's
and Talmud. What did Moses receiv€ommandments.) What were thesgewill do." plan, that there should be a Divinely
at Sinai? "words"? Ibn Ezra says this According to Ibn Ezra, Godengraved "Ten Commandments" in
| wish at this point to make it clearcomprised the section of our Torateaches the purpose of the miraclessibne, and that Moses would record
thatl amnotquestioning the veracityfrom Exod. 20:19 - 23:33. This is théSinai: "Yes, the people believe in Methe Torah? And we see the necessity
of our Written Torah and our Oraknd of Parshas Yisro through most diut there is yet something missing: far the Ten Commandments, as God
Law as we have it today. Our Fivéarshas Mishpatim. This was told tproof for ALL generations”, as Godnstructed Moses to quarry new
Books of Moses, Prophets, Writingghe Jews before the event ofn8i said, "...and also in you will theytablets subsequent to his destruction
Mishna, Medrash, and Taimud are althere God gave Moses the Terbelieve foreer." It ends up that theof the first set. These stones were
authentic, and comprise authenti©ommandments. The Jews accept&ihaic event of God giving the Temecesssgr even though they are
Written and Oral Bw. What | am theselaws, and Moses wrote thenCommands from a fiery mountairrecorded in Moses' Torah! What is so

(continued on next page)
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TheTablets

SINAI

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

important about these stone tablet
Not only that, but additiona the
Ten Commandments were uttered |
God. Why? If He gave them to us i
an engraved form, we have the
Why is God's created "speecl
required? Was it to awe the massq
as we see they asked Moses ta
intercede, as they feared for the
lives at the sound of this create
voice?
According to Maimonides, at Sinai
the Jews dil not hear intelligible lower level, and the seventy eldersould not perceive it directly when iauthority - as displayed in his writing
words. All they heard was arstill lower. The people di not wasrevealed. God desired the peoplef the Torah - reiterates the Sinaic
awesome sound. Maimonidesunderstand the sound. This teachts require Moses' repetition. Whyystem that knowledge can only be
explains the use of the second perstirat knowledge of God depends oiThis established the system of Tordlound when sought from the wise. It
singular  throughout the terpne's own level. It is not somethingsa constant reiteration of the everis not open to everyone as the
Commandments - God addressesjually available to all members ot Shai! A clever method. 8ai Conservatives and Reformed Jews
Moses alone. Why would God wishmankind. God desires we excel @ught us that perception of Godksaughtily claim. The system of
that Moses' alone find the soundur learning, sharpening our mind&nowledge is proportional to ourauthority was established at Sinai,
intelligible, but not the people?hinking into matters, and usingntelligence. Thus, Moses aloneand reiterated through Moses'
Again, Maimonides is of the opiniorreasonto uncover the infinite world perceived the meaning of the soundsriting of the Torah.Subsequent to
thatthe people didn't hear intelligibleof ideas created by God. The fadtou remember that earlier in thisvloses, this concept continues, as it
words duwuing God's “oral" thatknowledge is and endless sea, dsticle we learned that the peoplrms part of Torah commands, "In
transmission  of the  Tenthe driving force behind a Toralweretaught certain Torah commandaccordance with the Torah that they
Commandments. This requires astudent's conviction that his or heprior to the event at Sinai. Why waseach you..." (Deut. 17:11) God
explanation, as this too is by God'studies will eventuate in deepthis done? Perhaps it served ascammands usto adhere to the
will. We now come to the core issu@rofound, and "continued" insightsbasis for the following Sinaic evenRabbis. God wishes us to realize that
of this article... This excites the Torah scholar, whictvhich God knew they would notknowledge can only be reached with
each one of us has the ability to beomprehend. God wished that wheour increased stly, and our
Why Moses Perceived the It's not the amount of wlly, but the Moses explained to them what heontinualy, refined intelligence and
Miracle of Snai Differently than quality of it. "Echad hamarbehheard, that the Jews would see thatr@asonWords alone - even in Torah -
the People v'echad ha'mimat, uvilvad shehwas perfectly in line with what cannot contain God's wisdom. The
We must take note of Maimonidegjikavane libo laShamayim." Moses taught many days eerli words point to greater ideas, they are
distinction between the perceptions Sinai was orchestrated in a precisehere would be no chance that thdoors tolarger vaults, and thg to
of Moses and the Jews at Sinai. fashion. Maimonides uncovers thpeoplewould assume Moses wagvenlargerones. Perhaps this is the
appearsto me, God desired weconcept which $iai taught: In fabricating something God did notdea that the Jews dlinot hear
understand that reaching Him is onlgroportion to our knowledge is ouspeak. words. As the verse says, "a sound of
through knowledge. God teaches thability to see new truths. Moses wasGod does not wish this lesson akords did you hear". Maimonides
by communicating with the Jews abn the highest level of knowledge,Sinai to vanish. This is where Mosesleduces that no words were heard,
Sinai, but as Maimonides teacheand therefore uerstood this writing of the Torah comes in. Godtherwise, the verse would read
Moses' alone uderstood this prophecy at Sinai to the highest levebuld have equally given Moses awords did you hear", not "a sound
prophecy on his level, Aaron on &f human clarity. He then taught thiJorah scroll along with the tabletspf words". The Jews heard sounds
lower level, Nadav and Avihu on aknowledge to the people, but theput He didn't. Why? | believe Moseshith no words.

(continued on next page)
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Th T bl ts understanding of God's'verbal" us that the Source of all knowledge idid he mention Chovav's role of being

e a e recital of these very Ten CommandSod. Only One Who created the navigator only in passage 31? This
on Sinai: Knowledge is arrived at onlyvorld could create miracles within| avasnot stated by Moshe in his initial
through thinking. Knowledge is notsubstance, such as these miraculaugument. What does Chovav's
the written word, so few words areletters. We recognize thergb that| responsebout'unto my land and my
engraved on the tablets. But since vilrah is knowledge of God, and givehirthplace | will go" come to teach us?
require a starting point, God inscribetly God. These tablets are a testaméfthy mention Chovav as "son of

____and
thehead categories which would leatb the Divine Source of Torah, and alReuale the Midianite"? We already
SI N AI the thinker to all other commandsknowledge. know who he is.

which may be derived from these ten.We learn a lesson tal to our| From Moshe's first statement in
God taught us that our knowledge giurpose here on Earth to learmpassag®9, we understand that Moshe
Him is proportional to ourLearning is not absorbing facisdesired Chovav to enjoy the best life,
intelligence. This is why Moses alonéearning is the act of thinking,"Go with us and there will be done
perceived the "orally" transmitted Temleriving, and reasoningknowledge"| good to you, as God has spoken good
A Purposeof the Tablets Commandments. Others below him iis not all written down, very little is. for Israel." Chovav responds, "l will
We now understand why Mosesntelligence, i.e., Aaron, his sons, andihus, the Oral aw. Our Torah ig not go, unto my land and my
taught the Jews commands befotbeelders, received far less. merely the starting point. God'birthplace | will go". Moshe
Sinai's miracles. We understand why This theory is consistent with Saadiknowledge may only be reachednderstands from this response that
Moses wrote the Torah - not God. W8&aon's position that the Terthrough intense thought. We musthovav's attachment to his land and
understand why God created thEommandments are the heastrive to remove ourselves franbirthplace outweigh his wish to
miraculous event at Sinai, as well asategories of all remaining 603nundane activities, distractions, gneblocate to Israel, receiving the good
the system of transmission oftommands. Saadia Gaon too, wd®m seeking satisfaction of oufrom God. (The passage itself in
knowledge. But we are left with ondeaching that God gave uthe emotions. We must make a seripudescribing Chovav states, " Chaya
guestion. Why did God create the Temecessary "Ten Keys" which unlocleffort to secure time, and isolatsonof Reuale the Midianite", hinting
Commandments of stone? Why wagreaterknowledge. Saadia Gaon sawurselves with a friend and alone, arat Chovav's attachment to his father
thesecond set alone, housed in a boXMowledge not as a reading of factglelve into Torah study. Jacob was and his land.) Moshe then tries to use
Let us think; they were made obut as it truly is: a system where odlyoshave ohallim®, "a tent dwellerf".Chovav's own mode of operation to
stone, both sets - the broken and tti@ought alone can discover new ideade spent years in thought. Onlhattract him: Chovav was a leader in
second set - were housed in the adnd that new knowledge, opens netlirough this approach will we meriMidian. He also demonstrated
therewasmiraculous writing on thesedoors, ad infinitum. All truth is greatetknowledge, and see the depttisadership by suggesting a system of
tablets(Rabbeinu Yona: Ethics, 5:6xomplimentay, sothemorewegrasp, of wisdom, with much enjoymentd | judges in parshas Yisro (Yisro and
they contained the ten head categorigmorewe CAN grasp. Chovav are the same according to
for all the remaining 603 The tablets mirror the event p commentators). It appears that Moshe
commands(Saadia Gaon), and th&od's revelation, and the nature le I RO intended to attract Chovav to the
were to remain with the peoplewhich man may arrive at new ideas. ultimate good promised by God, by
always. Just as Moses alone understood|the rAEEI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM also appealing to Chovav's own
Why did the tablets have only ten afounds at Sinai, and all others cqguld motivations dsplayed in"unto my
the613 commands? We see elsewhanetreadily comprehend the sounds| soUpon the Jews' initial entrance intéand and my birthplace | will go",....
(Deut. 27:3) that the entire Torah wateo thetablets. All is not revealed, butsrael, Moshe addresses his father Tand you will be to us as eyes" was
written three times on three sets of 1&n be uncovered through earnesiv asfollows: (Numbers, 10:29) Moshe's attempt to do so.
stones, according to Ramban. Evenvestigation. Moses possessed |thg29) "Moshe said to Chovasonof ~ Moshe did not initially suggest that
Ibn Ezra states that all the commandgeatestintellect, so he was able tdreuale the Midianite, father in law ofChovav take on some leadership role
werewritten on these stones. So whgomprehend Sinai more than gnyloshe, 'we are traveling to the placday being their eyes. Moshe wanted to
didn't the tablets given to Moses aither person.Just as Sinai taught usipon which God said | will give it toattract Chovav to the good life, based
Sinai contain all the commands?  thatrefined intelligence open doors|tgou,...Go with us and there will beon the good life itself. When Moshe
Perhaps the answer is consistetiitose possessing it, via Mosgstone good to you, as God has spoksawthis was not attractive enough, he
with the purpose of Sinai: That is, thagxclusive comprehension, the tabletpod for Israel. (30) Chovav said tsought to add a motive for Chayao
the system of knowledge of God idoowereanecessary lesson for futurd/oshe, 'I will not go, unto my landMoshe mentioned that he would be as
one of 'derivation' - all knowledge generations. They were commandethd my birthplace | will go'. (31)eyes to the nation, a leadership role.
cannot be contained in writing. Godio be made of stone as stone endufg®she said, ‘please do not forsake @t Moshe being committed to the
gave usintelligence for the solethroughout all generations.(Placin@g as much as you know our travels itruth, would not allow this to be the
purpose of using it. With the tablets dhe second set of tablets in a box mae desert, and you will be to us asoleargument for Chovav's attachment
only ten commands, | believe Gothave been to indicate that the Jeveses. (32) And when you go with ugo Israel, This is why Moshe again
created a permanent lesson: "All is natere now further removed from thatgood which God will do unto us,adds - even in his secoatgument -

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

here", you must study continually tdnowledge, in contrast to the first seHe will do unto you." that Chovav will attain the good
arrive at new ideas in My infinite sea’hey removed themselvesavihe| Why was Moshe addressing higromised by God. To Moshe, this must
of knowledge. So the head categori€olden Calf event.) father in law at this time? Did Moshealways be the motive for following

areengraved on these two stones. Thiswhy was a "miraculous” writing sensein Chovav some hesitation taJudaism - it is the ultimate good. No
teaches that very same lessassential to these tablets? Perhapg ti@main with the people of Israel? Whatther consideration replaces this as an
conveyed through Moses' exclusivéDivine" element continually remindswasMoshe's initiabirgument, and why argument to follow Judaisril
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PROVING SINATI:

CIRCULAR REASONING?

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

Reader: | wasintrigued by Rabbi Chait's article proving theust be defined, and when it is, all errors are removed. We thereby
validity of the Torah based on mass revelation. In tryingktmw that 600,000 (men above 20 — approx. 2 million total)
understand the proof of Rabbi Chait, | was confused on a Vétnesses attended Sinai.
points. Firsty, how do we know that 600,000 people saw the/our second question is how do we know that it was G-d who
event? The logic for that fact seems circular- we trust wesresponsible for the event. The story records that the people
document as a historical fact because so many people witnesseebath the “sound of words” emanating from the fire. Well, what
event in it, yet the very proof in how we know so many peogiises intelligent sounds, i.e., words? We know that on Earth, man
saw the event, is from the document itself! Is it possible thalbne speaks. But man cannot coexist in fire, let alone, speak
Moses claimed 600,000 people saw an event and exaggeratéutaligent words. Therefore, what caused these words cannot be a
number? (Not that the claim is completely false). Segphdm biologicalorgarism, as such a creature would perish, and cgttainl
troubled by the fact that the revelation is in no way a "cletu® creature would be seen. But the story also records that “...no
representation of God.[At best it resembles a volcano, or somédaantdid you see, only a voice.”
of primitive speaker system. Is it possible that Moses was ablelowill quote a few sources to show how clearly the people
induce a volcano, or use echo to put on an impressive displayutiggrstood this: In the book of Deuterogpivioses recalls that
the peoplebelieved was God? Thisgli(and most basically) if thisevent: (4:12) "And God spoke to you from inside the fire, a voice
is such an undeniable fact, why does most of the world not acmeptords did you hear, and no form did you see, only a voice",
therevelation as fact? Thanks for your time, ES (4:16) " And be exceedingly careful regarding your souls, for you

O did not see any form the day God spoke to you in Horeb from

Mesora: Let us define “circular reasoning™: a person claimimgside the fire", (4:33) "Has any people heard the voice of God
his dplomato be authentic, and affords but one proof: hpeaking from inside the fire, and survived, as you have?" (4:36)
diploma. Here, the “proof” is equal to the object he attemptsRmm the heavens He made heard His voice to train you, and on
prove. To validate his plioma, records must be found at tHearth He showed you His great fire, and His words you heard
institution of his claimed attendance, or similar, external proof.f&ym inside the fire", (5:4) "Face to face, God spoke with you on
definition, when one wishes to validate anything, the validattbe mountain from inside the fire", (5:19) "These matters God
must be external to that which one desires to validate. $pmke to your entire assembly on the mountain from inside the
example, if one tells airport security to accept his word that hirés..”, (5:21)"...and you said ‘and His voice we heard from inside
whohesays he is, that would be circular as wepassporproves thefire'...", (5:23) "For who of all flesh has heard the voice of the
anidentity. The passport is external to the person, and is a Viglity God speaking from inside the fire, and survived, as us?",
proof. (9:10) "And God gave to me two tablets of stone written with the

What about history? How can we prove it? If one wishes to firsger of God, and upon them, as all the words that God spoke
the very recorded story as a proof, it would appear this towite you on the mountain from inside the fire on the day of the
circular reasoning. However, there is one majffieignce: the assembly.”
verification of any historical account - is in fact the account! | willThe One who created the laws governing fire, i.e., the Creator,
explain. Provided the account is universally identical, acceptednogt be responsible for this event, and he alone possesses the
masses, and describes intelligible phenomena, the story muabiligy to talk from amidst flames.
true. There is no possible means by which a universally identicéur final question was whif soevidently true, does most of
history would arrive in our hands tg¢lhad these factors not beetine world not accept this event. But isn't the reverse in fact what
presenttthetime of that event at hand. Form example, one cowesee? Even other religions have held onto our Torah containing
not successfully convince others of explosions on tieerge this event, unedited. Although they sin by adding onto G-d's
Washington Bridge at rush hour, unless they actually occuwemtds, they are bound by historical proof, and do not alter this
Too many witnesses would deny a fabrication, and no one buatioceunt, or others. Their promulgation of our Torah evidences the
perpetratorwould promote the fallacy. The story would nevendeniable nature of the events contained in the Torah.
succeed, and certainhotbe recorded in history. Sinai, and all events in the Torah have successfully been

History is the one thing that derives its validation from its vérgnsmitted, as they actually happened. This reality should be so
existence, provided all mentioned factors form part of the stamgazing to our minds. We should be excited to discover what
This is why Sinai is not circular reasoning, and its very existenaddsas the Creator of the universe desires to impart to us in the rest
its proof. We learn that “circular reasoning”, like all other conceyuisHis Torah!O
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