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A AT o Reader: According to Rabbi Chait it seems like the more people that tell us of an event, the greater the pos

that it actually occurred. If we met someone who told us thet®iB0to Montrealderailed, we might at first be
doubtful. But if several people gave us the same report we would accept it. For Sinai, however, how ¢
determine which possibilitis truth: 2 million people lying, versus
the alleged events at Sinai occurring? Not @lying probable, el
but also the issue is not even addressed (nothing is mentioned
about the phenomenon of Sinai being more probable). The fact
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Mount Sinai, and an
800 year old Torah scroll.
(Rhodes, Greece)
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“And they will make a sanctuary | His other views, he asks Jews to blindly accept with
for Me and | will dwell among | no Torah support. His statement “Maimonides
them."C{Shemot 25:8) shared his positive historical @&wation of

The Torah contains thousands |c€hristianity” is Rabbi Greenberg’s own fabrication
laws.[OHowever, there are only 61daimonides states in his Mishneh Torah (Kings,
mitzvot.C] The various laws arell:10) that Christianitys the “worst obstacle”, that
subsumed within the commandmentslEisus caused the “death Jews”; he “destroyed
For example, there are thirty-ninghe Torah” and worshipped a “false god”.
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(Inseparable continued from previous page)

As seen in this
enlargement of the
800 year old Grecian
Torah, (highlighted
words at right) “God
will do wonders in
Jfront of all peoples.”
171s again testifies to
God’s destre that our
adherence to Him be
based on proofs.
(Miracles prove
God’s existence and

Torah directrves)

Jewishhmes
Fundamentals

that the other side of the equation (i.e. probal
of God actually performing the miracles at Si
wasn't even mentioned magnply that when it
comes to sucla nmassive number of people,
don't care WHAT they claim as long as it is
impossible. How can we propose (or prove)
an idea that a “mass” has the reliabitityclaim
almost anything? Howdces this “mass” proo
work? For instance, homay people do we ne
to have?

Mesora: Jacques, There is no “probabili
issue here.Rabbi Chait is stating that it i
“‘impossible” to have mass conspiracy. Hum
nature has a discreet desigrgl a human cann
function outside of his limited desigiMan
requires a motive to lie. So we wifind
individuals lying: they possess a motive spetifi
a given case, which propels them to lie for s
subjective benefit. But this operates based on
very specificdesires of the individual. Howeve
put 100 people together in a room andtérget
them to lie about somethingrd you will fail.
Theydona share a common motive. They can
lie en masse. This violates the vessl ard proven
principle that lying is based on “individua

www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

iligpnvincing to him,ard he has removed any
admotional conflicts he had with accepting the
Torah. Would the Toraltself say that he should
anot be religious? It seems it does, but I'm not sure
{l know there are also othempfsfor the veracity
dfithe Torahfor instance using the fact that it is so
immense and infinite, but I'm assuming those
don't pan out either). I've heard that some
Rishonim hold it is better to accept the Torah
because your father doesy only use a proof if
"you have to, but that seems genuiriebane. I've
also seen the article on your website “God's
Existence: Belief or ProofZ0I'm guessing you
twould agree.

Thank youfor helping me find truthard in
generalfor being one of the fevbastions of
rational thought.
meMesora: From the standpoint of the Torah,
therah oligations exist, regardless if one has
I,proven their veracity. Howeveaking from the
standpoint of someone knowledgeable of Torah
but not convinced of God's existendewould
neeem impossible to fuffill “Love of GodTfor
example. But nonetheless, his ignorance does n
"exempt him from Torah obligations.

desires,ard masses do not operate as a Si

gldut | would suggest that the practicelevance

individual. Masses cannot lie. Therefore, the proaff suchaperson’s ignorance in this case does no
of Revelation at Mount Sinai is not a probabilityeally exist.
theorem, but a solid proof based on real, prgveri-or something to have practicahifications, it

principles of psychology.

must exist in reality. ..it must have the “qualitgf’

And yes,ary time we find masses attesting |toeality. But besides being realistit, also must
having witnessed an eveittmust be true. But dp partake of reality...in “quantity”. For example,

not confuse this withrdigions that affirm
“belief’, but possess no witnesses transmitti
storyin anunbroken chain of generations. Unli
Jesus’ supposed miracles, which had no
transmitting these purported wonders, Sinai ha
unbroken chain...commencing with the eve
There was no “100-year lapse” urtibries began
to spreadasin the case of Jesus. Sutthe lapses
prove there were no attendees...precibetpuse
there was no evergyrd thus,no time lapse, bu
rather, a completely fabricate fable. Jesu
performed no miracles.

Reader: | also had a more theoretical questi
Assuming the proof does not turn out to
definitive, ard in fact can't be used (pure
theoretical)atleast in one’s mind, what should
do? I'm not asking a subjective question,
rather, what should a thinker do if the proof is

something, which exists in reality...but ority a
salit second once every 1,000,000 years can hard
@dmit of any practicatamifications, provided it
odees not affect other things. This is the case witt
ssomeone’s ignorance of God's existence anc
nBinai’s truth. Suchignorance is quite readily
removed bygang through the proof of Sinai and
God. So your question whether one who is ye
ignorant of Sinai's proof is obligated in Torah, has
I really no practicalimplications: he can remove his
sdoubts quite easilgrd quickly. Of course during
the brief period of his ignorancere cannot be
preompletely “culpable” until knowledgeable of his
beffense. (Talmud Sabbath 67md this applies to
yyour case as well. But after studying the event
heurrounding Sinaipre cannot deny the trutbf
b@od's existence.OIf one does remain with his
ndoubts,it is clearly his own emotionaksistance,
(continued on next page)
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(Inseparable continued from previous page)

Our Torah adherence
must be the result of
proven, rational
convictions. 1orah
was therefore given in
an irvefutable,
miraculous manmner,
and reiterated as

Such 1 our verses.

Jewislihimes
Fundamentals
for which he is in fact culpabl@s Jeremialsiates,

“Who does not fear Your, King of the nationg
(10:7) Meaning, athdmit of Gods existence.

www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

intellectual conviction. This applies all the more to
Yur overallatitude regarding Torah: we must view
it as God-given. We must be convinced of tiis,

But this topic younention is significant. If one all our other Torah performances mag truly

readstirough the account of Revelation at Sing

i based on intigence. Blind faithis na Judaism.

both Exodus and Deuteronomgre notices a God demandae engage our intelligencard this

recurring theme.

apparatus can offer us complete conviction — this i
its prized function. We must therefore be

Exod. 20:17: “For the sake of proving youconcerned to arrive at a complete conviction in

has God come (on Sina)d sothat His fear

God's existenceard the truthof the Torahard its

shall be on your faces, g¢hat you should nat myriads of ideas and ideals. Only then do we truly

sin.”

Deut. 4:4: “And now Israellisten tothe
statutes and the laws...that the God of y
forefathers has given to you.”

Deut. 4:9: “...lest you forget the matters ya
eyes saw...and you shall teach them to
children.”

fulfill our mission, as stated byRabbi Bachya
(author of “Duties of the Heart"):
our
“Whoever has the intellectual capacity to
ur verify what he receives from traditicard yet is
yourprevented from doing so bis own laziness, or
because he takes lightly God's commandment

Deut. 4:10: “[Do not forget] The day you and Torahhewill be punished fothis and held

stood before God your God in Horeb, wih

en accountable for negligence.”

God said to me, ‘Assemble for Me the pepple O

and | will cause them tbear My words that
theyshall learn to fear Me all the days they 3
alive on the landard their children theystall
teach.”

Deut. 4:35: “You have been shownkmw
that God is Goathere is none otheghan Him.”
36: “From the heavens He caused youhtar

His voice to prove yoward on the land He

showed you His great fire and His words
heard from amidst the flames.”

O

What is the theme? It is significant.

“If, however, you possess intelligence and
re insight, and through these faculties you are
capable of verifyinghe fundamentals ofhe
religion and the foundations ofthe

commandments which you have received fron
the sages in the nametbé prophetsthen it is
your duty to use these faculties until you
understand the subject, fmt you are certain

ou of it - both by tradition and by force of reason. If
you disregard and neglect this duty, you fall
short in the fulfillment of what you owe your
Creator.” [

Along side eactmention of the miracles the O

Sinai, we find the command to teaoh same
reference to the Torah. Of course, the entire €
of the miracles was regarding Toraio,it could
not be otherwise. But $a that this carefully
organized eventrd its Scriptural juxtaposing

Deut. 17:8-10states: “If a ase should prove
ventoo difficult for you in judgment, between blood
and blood, between plea and plea, betweer
(leprous) mark and mark, or other matters of
f dispute in your courts..you must act in

the irrefutable miracles to the Torah’s adherepceaccordance with what they tell you.”
was orchestrated for a precise lesson: “Torah “The verse [above] does not say smply
adherence is inseparable from the proof of Gpd”.accept them on the authority of Torah sages

Sinai (proof of God)is paired with Tora

and rely exclusively on their tradition. Rather,

adherence. Our Toratherence must be the regult (Scripture)says that you should reflect on your

of convictions based on proofSad desires thig,

own mind,and use yourintellect in these

and therefore gifted mankind with the intelligemce matters. First learn them from tradition - which

necessanto accomplish this. This is the preci
message and one, which you must have clead
fully appreciate.

Review the quotes above once mérescurring
theme indicates that we must not take this
lightly. Gad’'s command that we follow the Tor
is joined to the miracles in these verddeses in
fact teaches us that the véamyperative of Toralis
the provabilityof Gad's existence...your precis
point Jacques. | am glad you brought up this is;

We derive from here the essential principle
God desires our Toradtherence to be the reacti
of our complete conviction in His existenéaxd
desires that are actions are to be the resu

se covers all the commandments in the Torah,
,  their principles and details ard then examine
them with your own mindjrderstanding.ard
judgment,urtil the truth become clear to you,
deaand falsehood rejectedas it is written:
ah “Understand todayard reflect on it in your
heart, Hashenis the G-d in the heavens above,
and on the Earth belowthere is no other.”
e (Ibid, 4:39)
sue.
thaProof of God and Torahacherence are
pimseparable in the verses quoted, precisalguse
God wishes that our Torattherence be based on
ltpafof of GodOd
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(Terumah continued from page 1)

Jewishhmes
Weekly Parsha

melachot —forms of creative labor — that mayt
be performed on Shabbat.(0There are many
regarding eeh of these melachot.[But alf these
melachot and the laws that govern them
subsumed under two mitzvot — the prohibit

www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

“And you should make a Shulchan of acacia
amsod.(lts length should be two cubits, and its
width one cubit, and its height one and a half
agebits."[{Shemot 25:23)
onThis passage begins the description of the

against performing melacha on Shabbat and twnstruction of the Shulchan — the Tablef-the
positive command to rest or refrain from melachdishcan.[This table held the Show Bread.[Like the

on Shabbat.[]

instructions for the fabrication of the Aron, the

Although there is generahgeement on the instructions for the creation of the Shulchan are no

number of mitzvot in the Torahgther the Written

regarded byMaimonides as one of the 613

Torahna the Talmud clearljdentifies the specifi¢ commandments.[JOHoweven the instance of the

commandments.OTherefore, there is conside

aBleulchanMaimonides provides an explanatiton

debate on the specificidentities of the his reasoningd
commandments.[Various authorities have proposeflaimonides’ reasoning is based upon a

lists of the 613nitzvot.CTThe most famous list wi
composed byvlaimonides.Waimonides presente|
his list and his criteria for delineating t
commandments in his Sefer HaMitzvot.[JOth
disagreed withMaimonides’ list.CINachanides
authored a critique of Maimonides Sefer HaMitz
and suggested an alternative list.

This raises a question.[IWliy the specific list
important?DWVhat difference does it make if a gy

included in one commandment or another or
specific injunction is counted as a mitzvain
included within some other mitzvah?0There

various answers to this question.0This weé
parasha provides one insight into the importang

identifying the specific mitzvot.
In this week's parasha, the Torddggins a
thorough description of the Mishcan — #

undamental principle.0In his introduction to his
dSefer HaMitzvot,Mai m o n i battines fourteen
neriteria he used in developing his list of mitzvot.[His
etaelfth shoresh — principle 4s that it is not
appropriate to count the parts of a mitzvah
vekparate mitzvotNMeaimonides continues to explain
that many mitzvot are composed of various
components.CAlbf the components are subsumed
vwithin the generainitzvah.Maimonidesthen cites
ifvarious examples of this principle.[His first example
concerns the Mishcan and the Shulchan.[JHe
aexplains that the Mishcan is composed of various
2lcemponents.[dThe Shulchan and the Menorah — th
eCdndelabra —ar two of these components.O]
Maimonides argues the instructions to fabricate the
Shulchan, the Menoraird the other components of
the Mishcan should not be counted as mitzvot.|

Tabernacle -ard its components.[JThe Mishcarinstead, these instructions are included within the

was a portable structure that accompanied

Yisrael in the wilderness.Bfter Bnai Yisrael
conquered the land of Israel the Mishcan

eventuallyreplaced by the Bait HaMikdash — tl
Holy Temple —in Yerushalayim.[JAccording tq
Maimonides and most other authorities, the pas
above is the source for the mitzuattonstruct not
only the Mishcan but also the Bait HaMikdash.
In addition to this commandment, our para
includes specificdirections for the fabrication @
most of the fundamentaljects — suclasthe Aron,
enorah,ard Shulchan — that are situated in

and ahalf."[{Shemot 25:10 :
This passage begins the description of the Ar

Bnadre encompassing mitzvabf creating the
Mishcan.

vaKinat Sofrim applies this same reasoning to the
néron.[Maimonides does not count the instructions
D to create the Aron as a mitzvah.OKinat Sofrim
saggues that this follows from Maimonides reasoning
in regard to the Shulchan and Menorah.[Like the
1¥hulchan and Menorah, the Aron is a component o
stiae Mishcan.OTherefore, the instructions to create
fthe Aron are subsumed within the mitztalereate
the Mishcan.|2]

theAlthough the basic logiof this explanation is
sound, it is subject to two criticisms.OThe first
criticism is based on the language used by
Maimonides in describing the commandment to
, construct the Mishcan and Bait HaMikdash.[In his
description of this commandmentjaimonides
again explains his reason for not counting the
pinstructions in regards to the components of the

Ark.C0The Aron held the tablets of the Decalog
The Aron was covered by the Kaporet — the
cover —described later in the parasha.CAccordin
Maimonides, the instructions to fabricate the A
and Kaporet are not among the
commandments.J Whydoes Maimonides n
regard the requirement to create the Aron
Kaporet as a mitzvah?There are various an
proposed to this question.CIFirst, we will consi
the most obvious answer.

dlishcan as separate commandmemMsifonides
dtates, “We have already explained that this generz
mmmandment includes various parts and that th
dvienorah, Shulchan, the altagrd the other
1®mponents are parts of the Mikdaahd are
referred to as Mikdash.”[3]0Althougiaimonides
oiéarly includes the Menorah, Shulchan and altar
ng the components of the Mishcan, he makes n
enention of the Aron.CJNowpre may aigue that
reference to the Aron is made in the phrase “othe

(continued on next page) Page 4
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(Terumah continued from previous page)

components.”[However, this is unlikely.CTThe Ar
was a venesential component of the Mishcan.[
is unlikely that Maimonides would not mention t
Aron specificallyard include this veryimportant
component in a general phrase.

The second criticism of Kinat Sofrim’s positig
presents a more fundamental problem.TIn
Mishne Torah,Maimonides explains in detail th
laws included in the commandment to creat
Mikdash.OHis discussion includes a discussior
the fabrication of the Menorah, the Shulchan and
other components of the Temple.Ol Howey
Maimonides does not provide a description of
construction of the Aron.0The absence of 1
description from the laws regarding the mitzedih
creating the Mikdash clearlindicates that the
construction of the Aron is not part of this mitzval]

However, this omission is not merelytasis for
objecting to the thesis of Kinat Sofrim.Clt is t
basis for a fundamental question on Maimonid
Not only dees Maimonides omit angescription of
the Aron from the laws regarding the Mikdas
[Mowhere in his entire Mishne Torah — K
comprehensive codification of halachadees he
describe the construction of the Aron!TIn otf

Jewishhmes
Weekly Parsha

nican be applied to the instructions for creating
dAron.00 But before we can understand t
napplication, we must consider one baifterence
between the Aron and the other components of
Mikdash.O
n O
his‘As all | have shown you regarding the form of
ethe Mishcan and the form of its utensils.CAnd sg
eyau should do.”[{Shemot 25:9)
ofin this passage, Hashem tells Moshe that
thishcan and its components must be constru
epccording to the instructions that He has provid
théashem then adds the phrase, “And so you sh
hito.”[IThis phrase seems redundant.C]However,
Sages offer an explanation for this appare
superfluous phrase.C0They explain that this ph
.refers to future generations.OIf one of t

helement —is lost and must be replaced, t

consistent with the specifications in our parasha.
5h. It appears that Maimonides maintains t
iglthough this requirement applies to the most of

components of the Mikdasihdoes not applyo the

ehron.[0Maimonides explains that when Shlon

words, na only dees Maimonides not consider t
construction of the Aron to be a mitzvah,

eonstructed the Bait HaMikdash, he realized th
would ultimately be destroyed.[0 Therefore, h

www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

tharon will na and cannot be built again, the laws of
nigts construction are omitted. [T
It is clear from this discussion that Maimonides’
tlkecision to not count the construction of the Aron as
a mitzvah has significant implications.CJAccording
to Kinat Sofrim,Maimonides’ position implies that
the Aron is a component of the Mishcan and can b
compared to the Menoraird Shulchan.Meggilat
Esther rejects this interpretation of Maimonides.[He
tleontends that the Aron is unique and, unlike the
ctether components, cannot be replaced.
ed.[HoweverMeggilat Esther’s explanation leaves us
owldth aproblem.[dt seems odd that the Aron —which
thieas the centrdixture of the Bait HaMikdasls na
ntigssential.CTThe Aron was not recovered and returne
ase its proper place in the second Temple.l
heNonetheless, the second Temple had the saottity

components — the Menorah, Shulchan or othdine Bait HaMikdash.CFFurthermore, the Mishcan is

hereferred to in the Torahsthe Mishcan HaEydut —

escplacement must be constructed in a manntie Tabernacle of the Testimony.[6](0This hame is

4lapparentlydeived from the Aron whiclis referred

hab as the Aron HaEydut.[7]

theThe obvious implication of the name Mishcan
HaEydut is that the Aron is centeaid essentialo

nothe Mishcan and Bait HaMikdash.OlIf this is the

at dase, hovdid the second Temple acquire its sanctity

e without the Aron in its proper place?

completelyignores this fundamental element of thereated a system of hidden storage areas.[IThesRav Yosef Dov Soleveitchik Ztloffers an

Mikdash!

secret storage areas would be used to hide the

Based on these objections to Kinat Sofrimand its contents before the Bait HaMikdas
explanation of Maimonides and the fundamentdéstruction.(When King Yoshiyalnealized that the|
problem posed bivlamonides’ complete omissiondestruction of the Temple was approaching.]
of anydiscussion of the Aron’s construction in hisommanded that the Aron and its contents

Mishne TorahMeggilat Esther offers an alternati
explanation of Maimonides’ position.

O

“Speak to Bnai Yisrael and they should take|
for Me an offering.C0From each person whosg
heart moves him you should take My offering.]
(Shemot 25:2)

aemoved and hidden in the facilities that Shlol
had constructed.

When the Bait HaMikdash was rebuilt, the Ar
and its contents were not recovered.[Neither v
they replaced.[Instead, the Bait HaMikdash w
rebuilt without restoring the Aron and its contents
their proper place.

In this passage, Hashem instructs Moshe to ¢
contributions for the construction of the Mishc
Maimonides does not count this instruction as
of the 613mitzvot.[TThe reason for this omission
explained byarther of Maimonides criteria fo
counting mitzvot.MMaimonides third principle i
that it is not appropriate to count as one of the
mitzvot a commandment that does not applsl

lledtleggilat Esther posits that Shloma’s treatmen
nthe Aron and its contents reflects a fundame

Amswer to this question.CHe explains that althougt
n'she Aron was not returned to its proper pl#oeas
nonetheless regarded as present in the secor
H&emple.[Even thougits place was unknown and it
bsas not recoveredt was not considered lost or
madestroyed.(It remained A its hiding place a
fundamental element of the second Temple.[8]
on By applying Rav Soloveitchik's reasoning to
veMeggilat Esther, th contrast between his
asinderstanding of the Aron and the position of Kinat
t&ofrim becomes even clearer.[JAccording to Kinat
Sofrim, the Aron is an element of the Mishcan akin
tdb the other elements.0However, according to
ntdlleggilat Esther, the Aron is far more central.ClThe

déference between them and the other compon
i®f the Mishcan.OIf anyof the other componen
become damaged or lost they can be replaced.
the Aron was constructed one time. It can neve
fisplaced by a new Aron.

Based on this distinctioMeggilat Esther answer

emitishcan derives its identitard sanctityfrom the
Aron.O Furthermore, the Aron created under
she’s supervision is completely unique.[t is the
lmmly Aron and it cannot be replaced.dlt is this
unique Aron that is centrab the sanctityof the
Mishcand

generationsMaimonides explains that in order to aur questions on Maimonides.[He explains that| th rabbaynu Mosaiben MaimoRambam / Maimonides)
commandment to be included in the list of §18mmandment to build the Aron was not given t@efer HaMitzvot, Mitzvat Aseh 20.

mitzvot, it must be relevant to ajnerations.Any
commandment that is given and executed

all generations.OlInstead, the commandment
tg@en at a specifiime for execution at that tim

d8|MRav Chananya Kazim, Kinat Sofrim,oBmentay on
[ Maimonides’ Sefer HaMitzvot, Mitzvat Aseh 33.

specific point in time and thereafter has |n@he onlyAron is the one that was constructed undéd#] RebbaynuMoshe ben Maimon (RambamMamonides)

relevancejs nd included within the 613nitzvot.
The instruction to Moshe to collect contributions
the Mishcan was given in the wilderness
executed immediately.[1t has no further applica
to future generations.0 Therefore, ist
commandment cannot be counted among the
mitzvot.

Meggilat Esther contends that the same reas

Moshe’s supervision.CINo other can replace it.

aexplains Maimonidesdecision not to count th
ralilding of the Aron as a mitzvah. [5] T
ia@xplanation also explains Maimonidestission of

the design of the Aron from his discussion of th

@4&s of the Bait HaMikdashNlaimonides' code i
limited to those laws that applyir-sane manner
nihgpughout the generations.[JHowevsnce the

h|s

higefer HaMitzvot, Mitzvat Aseh 20.
[4]@R&bbaynu Shlomo ben Yitzchak (Rashi), Commentary
Sefer Shemot 25:9.
[6] Rav Yitzchak DeLeon, Meggilat Esther, Gmmentay on
Maimonides’ Sefer HaMitzvot, Mitzvat Aseh 33.
] Sefer BeMidbar 1:53.
[7] Sefer Shemot 40:21
[8] Rasr Yosef Dov Soloveitchik, MPeninai HaRav

(Jerusalem, 5761), p 335.
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Taken from “Getting It Straight”
Practical Ideas for a Life of Clarity

News. Now on sale asa downloadable PDF book:
https /Mvw.Mesora.org/OnlineStore.html

Rumors &

DOUG TAYLOR AND RABBI MORTON MOSKOWITZ

"Look at this," | sdad, pointing. "Pregnant chipmunks in order td
dachshund gives birthto three singing be satisfied."
chipmunks, two of whom claim to be Elvis We tookrefuge from
Presley." the supermarket bustl

My friend, the King of Rational Thoughtat a nearby parkable
took the bait and actually ghced in the and began the
direction of the supermarket tabloids as veelightful process o
made our way through the line. consuming myrecent

"Hmm," he said as he read the real headlinespenditure.

"I think you may need glasses. However, your "So you would nee
creativity is admirable." to do a thoroug

"OK, | made it up," I sad, paying for our investigation if you
mid-afternoon snaclof crackers and cheeseeceived informatio
"But you'll haveto adnmit, it's not all that from an outsid
different than those headlines or some of tharty?" he said
rumors that circulate around these days." spreading brie on

"An interesting subject,” he said thoughtfullgracker.

study amazing

ugmrmmlnns

as we headed for the door. "Of course.”
"Pregnant dachshunds?" "And you'd need t S‘
"No," he laughed. "Rumors. Consider thiook atall the available III'--H ﬁnn '
How do you know something is true?" evidence before reaching a conclusion?" soon, people decidesametimes vehemently -
| looked at him. "Like howdo | know this "Absolutdy." that so-and-so is innocent or guiltyet if
marvelous repast just cost me $6.43? Because'And you wouldn't leago a conclusion until someone did not witness a crimeeit murder,
paid for it." you had done all of that?" alleged sexuamisconduct,or whatever -ard

"True," he said. "Youga the information | finished a bite and said, "I hope not. Has not objectivelyard rationally examined the
through your five senses. Call that primaguppose it would depend on hawportant the evidence, how can he or she have any opinior
information. But what about information fronminformation was or whether | was interestedbout it at all? The 'opinion$ nahing more
an externakaurce? What if someone came tBut in important matters, | would certaintip than a fantasy, probabgnotionally-based. But

you and told you samething? Like your that." emotions dot count. It's the facts we need."
headline. What would you have to do in order'And would you classify criminalrials as "By the way," he concluded, "this need to
to determine whether it was true?" important matters?" thoroughly investigate applies to gossigs
"Well, I'd have to check out. I'd have to ask "Well of course." well."
the person questions. I'd have to determine if htHow alout nationalones involving famous | ate quielly, thinking about what he had said.
or she is reliabletrustworty, ard accurate people?" He ate for awhile too, then asked, "$@0
about reporting events. I'd have to gathet strted to take a bite and ngethsiopped in you think he's actually innocent or guilty?"
outside facts, look for corroborating mid-air as | saw what he was saying. | spread one final chunlof the creamy
information,as others who may have seen theHe didn't wait for a rdg. "You see, most ambrosia onto a cracker. "l think," réplied
dachshund." people make conclusions on insufficient a@arefillly, "that | don't have enougHtacts to

"To be perfectly honest,” | concluded, “I'dinreliable informationA bit of gossip here, pretend to know."
probably have to interview ¢h singing some looselyeported information there. Pretty He smiledd
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Not Taken from “Getting It Straight” .
Plagiarized Ideas for a Life of Clarity i.
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Plagiarism 7,

DUPING TAYLOR RABBI MIMICKING MOSKOWITZ Y

i
“From when Adar enter@crease in gladness.’'money alone, but for everyone else’s too. | then
The monthof Adar — Purim time — commencedsked him to amend his polity accept returns

yesterday. on flawed goods from anyone.
Following this principle...I will hopefully How manytimes have we experienced this “No

increase yours. Return” policy? Did you ever consider the
PlagiarismRight? Wrong? What do you think?njustice of this policy? Are policies

Why do | ask you¥You will find out. “unapproachable” laws? Not to m@od's word }
O is the only unapproachable pmyli I did not :

True story...it's a typical winter day...the sucontact the King of Rational Thougtas he
reflects brightly off the large mounds of our resides on the West Coaatd | reside in New i
recent snow heaped high by plovisto what York. It was only 6:30am his time. Howmight
looks like a sidewalkgloo sale.Maybe it's the he consider this? '“H_ E
lack of leaves outside that gets me yearning fot thought: what does this mean, “No Return”? e
more of them. So lerter my local plant To me, this meandn other words, “We are not [MNow..for that title above “Plagiarism”. What
shop...beautifulgreens abound everywhere. lesponsible for selling youlamaged goods.” does it have to do wita“no return” policy? The
purchase a plant just like the ones | have Tanslation: “we can rob you”. Let's take anothemnswer: absolutely nothing. Confused? Don't be.
home...theyneed no direct sunlighol feel this fictional scenario: the storeowner refuses td.ook closelyatthe authors of this article once
is a secure insurance policggainst their return mymaney. lak him, “Since youfeel your more...right nev... You probablydid not read it
withering in not-so-well-lit rooms. policy is fair, | guess you won't mind if | write acarefullyatfirst. As | mentioned Adar is a time to

A day or two after Ibring it home...and waterletter to the local paper for their “Better Businessicrease one’s gladness| thought a little Purim
it...leaves are falling from this quickiyeghroned column, complaining about your store’s unjusiumor appropriate for this montAs you see,
gueen of greennare than Hasbro dominoes. practice.” He responds, “No, please don't setfus is not an authentic “Doug Taylor and Rabbi
call the plant shopaking if they have anany letters, | willreurn your money.” He will Morton Moskowitz” atticle! | wrote it,
identical plant as a replacemeis this one steal mymaney, but fears other’s knowing aboutlagiarizing them. Is plagiarizing wrondZon't
appears diseased. Thayswer, “We do not.” | his cheating practice. In truth,is his greed for we say that plagiarism is the “highest form of
askfor my maney back ard theysgy, “Oh, | am other victims’ cash that he fears negatiflattery”? Plagiarism is wrong when it causes
sorry, we have a ‘no return’ poji” (They did not publicity. So he will steal as long as it is injury. But without injury, plagiarism is an act of
convince me of hovgary they were) | thought | profitable.But if his stealing results in bad presgcognition and admiration.
would try to nurture the plant back. But | wagnd business loss, then he must switch hik wish to compliment youbath, Doug and
bothered by the injustice. | called a faeys later strategy. His onlyeal gaal is profit, ard he will Rabbi Moskowitz on your fine book, “Getting it
asking to speato the owner. bked if his clerk’s do anything to be as profitable as possible. He I&isight”. Many others and | have trulgrjoyed
policy of ‘no return’ was in fact representative afio morality. He hides behind a “businesmur ideas and writing style. | appreciate your
the store’s patly. He initially sdad he would not practice”to sdl damaged goodsobbing people submissions for the JewishTimesy hope this
return money, but would replace the plariold  blindly. tribute to your worlgives you alk snile. On the
him that | preferred that toayd continued, “but No one who cares about honestyd other topic, | also thankRebbi Bernard Foxfor his
your clerksad you had no replacement’atked peoples’maney should tolerate a “no returnnany years of continued submissioMay all
him again for mymaney back. | aked, “If you policy. You should inform the storeowner of thgour efforts in education imbue marmare
were sold a watch that was broken, would ygorruption in demanding a customer remain wigtppreciative individuals.
feel that store owed you your money?” Hgamaged good, even though he intended to buy
hemmed and hawed for Ifinutes until, he perfect goods and was misled. If the storeownerave a pleasant Shabbos and a happgrzhs
finally ageed to return mynaney, if he had no refuses, then tell him you witeport him to the of Adar to everyone,
replacement. | praised him on his honesty. Baess. This probably wilha improve his moral O
the goal should not be protection for my oweode, but it will protect others. Rabbi Moshe Ben-Chaild
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A Distortion

of Maimonide

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

Reader: [Yitz Greenberg is not wrong'¥ou
did not complete your own quotation
Rambam’s Laws of Kings, chapter 11. R
Gentiles,it may be Gad’s plan that Jesus pav
the wayfor a beginning for them, the Gentiles
know EthicalMonotheism and the One God.
course Jesus is not Messialg was evilfor the
Jews. It was wrong of yoto atack Rebbi Yitz
Greenberg and only quote what you wanted
Some forms of Christianitgo na believe in a
Trinity, or that Jesus is the Son of God. See
Meiri and Samson Raphael Hirschiedd all this
in Rabbi JoseplGrunblatt's sefer, “Geulalard
Golus”, who was the Jewish philosop
professor of Touro and yeshiva colleges.

O

Mesora: Do na base yourself on the words
your teachersjf you have not proven the
teachings to be sound to your own mind. Tha
number oneard is addressed in this weel
cover article.

Number two;do you na hear yourself talk?
How in ore breath can yowsiate Christianity,
paves the wayo “Ethical Monotheism”, ard
simultaneouslystate, “Jesus was evibr the
Jews"™? God does not “pave the waydf
redemption withidolatry, with a false religior
bent on Crusades which murder the innocen
masseAdditiondly, Gad does not care less f
Gentiles than Jews, allowing them to falter, wi

Jewishhmes

Maimonides, |
ohave no way of
Fdnowing which statement of
eMaimonides Rabbi Greenberg was

Ofiad a “positive historical eluation” of
Christianity. But | will quote Maimonides in fu

tol]

Laws of Kings, Laws 11:10-12 (Capa
tRdition):

“[10] ...Can there be a greatestumbling

and strengthen their Mitzvoard this (one, i.e.
aofesus)caused the Jews to be destroyedtiwy

tHembled themand exchanged the Toralard
'saused the majority dfe world to err toseve a
god otherthan the Lord. [11] Neverthelesthe

ways are not His ways, nor are ahoughts His

nafter him are only tostaighten the way ofhe
tléng Messiah and to fithe entire world, tsave
DGod as oneasit is stated (Zephaniah 3:9), "Fo
niteen | will turn tothe peoples (intojlear speech

incubating Jews from such flawed personalities all call in the name of God and serve H

as Jesus. This is faulty thinking.

You also accuse me of your own crime: ylou
not quote Maimonides, which explains yg
complete ignorance of what he sayst, you
criticize me for not quoting Maimonides fully!

Personby, | did not feelit helpful last weeko
confuse the reader quoting more than neces
Since Rabbi Greenberg himself did not qu

unanimously. [12] How (will this come abou
The entire world has already become filled

uhe mention ofhe Messiah, with words of Tor:
and words of mitzvot and these matters

spread tothe furthermost isles, to mamgions
of urcircumcised heartsard theydiscuss thes
sargtters and the mitzvot tile Torah. Some sa
ot€hese mitzvoth are true, but were alre

S

toorrupting into his false view that Maimonides

now, displaying for you what you gravely distg

block than this (Christianity)? That all th
hprophets spoke that the Messiah will rede
Israel and save therayd gathertheir dispersed

isword, and scattered their remnants af

?thoughts ofthe Creator ofthe world are not
within the power of man to reach them, ‘for ¢

thoughts.” And all these matters of Jesus
Nazareth and that ahe Ishmaelite who aros

www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

2
. ¢ nullified in the
/ present age and

bt g TR ey ) A licabl
e P 200 SNy, O are not applicable
g-ﬁ;_’:.-. J 3:,,".~ Asy %.,’- ety . for all time.”
Cha ﬁf;’tm;ﬂigm 1!* s ,_‘:", 4 Others say:
L T P ey, “Hidden matters are
.s.\gff#fn G .,:‘.’_',.:‘):""_ T _ in them (mitzvotiard
g gl Ve s YA L . they are not to be taken
e TP _ + literally, and the messiah
; P 13}3”"“.#4.. i has already come and
- 4 ®, . .
A A N e 7 e T\ revealed their hidden
. 5 ) bl v ' .
A3 & e Tk :3./“” n, . (meanings). And when the
g o P YT 4 e T _ true Messiah standsind he
g Ry ., Pris 'y | issuccessful and is raised and
A B : \\\..J 7y .”,:?3 ,.:;7‘ exalted, immediatelyhey all
o e Pl £ s will retract and will knowthat
‘ SR fallacy they inherited fromtheir

gl fathers, and that their prophets
and fathers caused them to err.”
O

Maimonides is clearas he says,
“fallacy they inherited from their
" fathers, ard that their prophets and

fathers caused them to err.” We cannot
suggest that God desired Christianity atise.
lIGod desires no other religion than Judai®@od
rknew the futureard foresaw all future religions
that would arise. Nonetheless, He publicly
chevealed Himself to man onlyrce, instructing
man in only one religion — Judaism.

Maimonides does not indicate that God desirec
eChristianity’s existence. This is cleaiily direct
appposition to God’s Torah. AMaimonides says

is that God's plan wilha be altered by the rise
of other religions. The fact that Christianity
spread the mitzvot is not equivalent to saying
@od desires Christianitfrom the outset. The
spread of Christianitynay have brought about
awareness, but a false one at that,one that all
nations will ultimatelysee as falseasthe quote
says, “immediately they all willetract and will
wmnow that fallacy theyinherited from their
fathersard that their prophets and fathers causec
them to err.” Lookat Maimonides opening
ewords: “Can there be a greater stumbling block
than this (Christianity)?” Also, “and this (one,
i.e., Jesus) caused the Jews to be destroyed |
rthe sword,ard scattered their remnants and
humbled themard exchanged the Toralajd
roaused the majorityf the world to err to serve a
god other than the Lord."M&imonides defines
iBhristianity as evil. Don’t ignore his words.
HRabbi Greenberg too distorts Maimonides to fit
Ao his agenda.

What is preferable; that @htianity would
never had existedy actual history%ad’s will is
that Christianity would have never existed.

owever, now that Chistianity exsts,

(continued on next page)

*
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(continued from previous page)

Maimonides indicates it cannot comprom
God’s plan: “Nevertheless, the thoughts of
Creator of the world are not within the powe
man to reach them, ‘for our ways are not
ways, nar are our thoughts His thoughts.”(]

cannot fathom God’s pladaimonides admits

he fails to comprehend a positive gaalthe

Jewishhmes
Letters

self one errs,bdieving a fallacyastruth, ard
lseibsequently learns the truth, he t
afismisses his previous error. Convéysid the
imie Messialtarives, ard teaches Toralothers
eight then develomew, false religions,as
was so during the rise of Christianigyd all
other religions, post Moses. Through th

spread of Christianity, but it can in no wgfalse interpretations of true Torah, Jesus
compromise God's ultimate plams these| other false prophets deceived themselves
events were not thwarted Wyad. A negative| others, that they correctlynterpreted new
may be utilized for a positive. But Christianityevents as God’s fulfilment of His promise
remains a “negative”.(] redemption. ButasGad plans,if their error in

To distort Maimonides as saying Christianitgetermining the Messiats subsequentiyme
“contributes”to Gad’s plan,is opposite what hewith the arrivalof the true Messiahard they
did say, that it “does not compromis&ad’s | are then shown false by the true interpretal
plan. The former suggest it is an inherent goad, Torah, tken all previous errors ar
while the latter retains Chritianity’s true stafugcognized as fally, “immediately they all
as one of the worst evils in world histoyywill retract and will know that fallacy the
Maimonides does not séycontributes to God’s inherited from their fathersard that their
plan. He writes: “And all these matters of Jespsophets and fathers caused them to err.”
of Nazarethard that of the Ishmaelite whaoprecise scenario prevents any tuie
arose after him are ontg straighten the wayf | distortions of Torahard the Messiah, whic
the king Messialard to fix the entire worldto | would not be the case if there were
serve God as oneAfter he openlysiates that previous,false religions. The very existence
Christianity is the “greatest stumbling block! false religions, subsequentijng with the
Maimonides cannot turn 180°, suggesting in|therival of the true Messiah, willeternally
same breath that it is a good. Keepdilithe | discount allreligions, except for Judaism. |
author’s words in front of your eyes. this manner, Judaism wiflorever remain a:

So let us understand Maimonides wordthe true word of God.O
“How (will this come about)? The entire world | will give another example of this method
has alreadypecome filled with the mention gfGod instructing man, where a prior falla
the Messiah, with words of Toradrd words| serves to validate a subsequent truRashi
of mitzvot and these matters have spread to {Mum. 13:2) quotes this Rabbingatement,
furthermost isles,to many naions of| “(God said) by their lives, | wilgive them an
uncircumcised heartgrd they discuss thesgopportunityto er with the words of the spie
matters and the mitzvot of the Torah. Sonse theydon't inherit the land of Israel.” Thi
say: "These mitzvothare true, but were would seem like a vindictive statement, but
already nullified in the present age and are|r®bd is devoid of emotion, howdo we
applicable for alltime." Others say: "Hiddenhunderstand it? bdieve the meaning is this
matters are in them (mitzvodyd theyare not| Had God not permitted the spies to spy
to be taken litedyy, ard the messiah hadsrael, they would have been harboring
already come and revealed their hiddémcorrect notion in relation to God. That
(meanings). And when the true Messighheir desire to ‘send spieglisplayed their
stands,ard he is successfidrd is raised anddisbelief in God’'s promise that they w
exalted,immediately they all willretract and| successfully conquer Israel. If this disbel
will know that fallacy theyinherited from theif was not brought out into the open, they wo
fathers, ard that their prophets and fathersemain with this false notiorard this is not
caused them to err."Maimonides suggeststolerable byGod. What is meant by "God ga
that God’s allowance of man’s free willthem an opportunityo er"? It means that Go

expressed in the rise of corrupt religions, ha

benefit. Not a benefit in their ideas, but
another manner. | will explain.

Again, “immediately they all wilketract and
will know that fallacy theyinherited from their
fathers,ard that their prophets and fathe
caused them to err.”Obdieve Maimonides
wished to convey the following lessamprior
fallacy saves to validate a subsequent try
This is the core idea of the entire quote.
me explain.

gave them an opportunitg act out this notior
im reality so it can be dealt withGad’s goal
was not their loss of IsraeGiving them “a
chance not to inherit Israeis Gad offering
those Jews a generous chance to realize
remotional conflict: they were not desirous
inheriting Israelard denied God’s promise. |
this manner, the Jews are enabledGuyl to
thace their mistake, and perhaps correct it.

Let bdieve this is also the case witGod
allowing false religions to rise prior to H

www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

delivering the true MessiahGod certainly
gmefers that the false religions never existed
but He allows man free wilard historyto run

a course where the truth will ultimatelye
unopposed. Allowing false figions to rise
prior to the MessialGod secures man a future
ewhere allaguments against Torah have been
aaddressed.

and is my bdief that the Torahnstitution of a
Messiahsaves a primarygaal: to unite all
abeoples in God’s worshipGod knew how
history would unfold, that daismwould be
fragmented into numerous branchesd
deviations in levels of observance would arise.
tidrcure to this problem was necessatydieve
ghat the Messialis this cure. Upon Messiah's
arrival, who is accepted by the many Jewish
yfactions other than authentiorthodoxy,
Judaism will therebybe unified, ard be

Trelowed in its original form. Since all

members of Judaism accept the coming of
nMessiah,in contrast to allother laws, which
rere so compromised, the institution of the
dflessiahis the one institution that all Jews
accept. All Jews will follow Messiah’s
teachings. Judaism wilteturn to its pure,
noriginal form, hopefullysoon, to be taught by
5the Messiah, God'’s true messenger.

This is not onlytrue regarding various
dfewishfactions, but also on the world scale of
cyll rdigions. Messiah has become the center of

religious difference. Upon his arrivaigt only
will all Jews unite in one practice, but ather
religions will ako abandon their fallacies,
saccepting Judaism as the ormje word of
5God.[

asThe institution of the Messiataves to unite
all Jews and alhaions to serve God in one
:practice. Allother religions willbe dismissed
oas complete falsehoods. Suahdsmissal of
gmior fallacy insures that no future deviation
drom God'’s word will occur.

God preferred that man never geedfrom
ITorah,be he Jewor Gentile. And even though
iehan has deviated by creating false religions,
uhds actions cannot compromise God'’s plan, buf

God uses man’s error for an ultimate good.
@etter that man does not err, but thankded
dwe that God utilizes our errors and implements
corrective measures for all humanifabbi
Greenberg completely misunderstood
Maimonides.Maimonides viewed Christianity
as an eviland we must be sympathetic with
tidhristians, teaching them their errorna
afiding truths from them for angther goals.
n‘Rebuke a wise man and he will love you”.
(Proverbs, 9:8)

Remember what Maimonides said, “Can
there be a greater stumbling block than
LChristianity? O

Page 9




VolumelV, No. 19...Feb. 11, 2005

etters:
February
2005

Reader: Considering, Jews celebrs
Chanukkah, whichs deived from the Books o
the Macabees, whyon't Jews accept it as part
the Tanach?

Mesora: The Jews do not celebrate Channu
based on Macabees...but rathessed on the
Rabbi's teachings in the Talmud SabkExh.

O

Reader: Is it true that Judaism rejected {
Septuagint because the Christians adopted it?
Christian New Testament citations of what
refer to as the Old Testament come from the L
not the Hebrew. Also, whgiaes Judaism reject th
authority of the books of the Macabees and o
books of the Septuagint canon? For example
Book of Sirach has been found in Hebrambng

www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

Jewishhmes

Shechita: Ritual Slaughter

Reader: Where in the Toralulces it instruct man that allowed animals mugtergoShechita?[]
Seconty, the Talmud has reinterpreted God's word to alloithe business of Shechita trgined
men. This fact has not onlgdded to but also diminished from the words found in Torah. Is this
interpretation by men in Talmud changing the words of God?

te Mesora:[TTalmud Yoma 75b states: “Rebbe said [the words] ‘and you shall slaughter a:
f commanded you’ (Deut. 12:2tBach that Moses was commanaedhe food pipe and the wind pipe;
pthat the majority of one [pipe] must be cut in fowl, and the majority of both [pmesiding beast’

We learn from here that when God commaniémbes in Deuteronomyo slaughter “as He

kagmmanded”, there was an accompanying instruction in the Oral Law concerning just how Shech
to be performed “as Hommanded The Talmud transmits this Oral Law to us.

Regarding your second questione may slaughter his animals himself - he need not hire anothe
As well, he may create his own Tefillin. But to create Torah-recognized forms of these and o

hebjects of Mitzvah, much knowledge is required. Therefane,who is relativelyignorant of the
Taeah's prescribed design aneationof objects of Mitzvatis wise to payarother to create them for
wam. | see no reason whgre cannot make his business the creation of Torah scrolls, Tefillin, Succal
Xat, performances, like Torakading, circumcisiongr Shechita. There is no law prohibiting the taking
«f moneyto asist another...even in areas of Mitzvah. Be mindful, the one payingaiessionhis
héeing so willindy. O

Weekly Parsha

the Dead Sea scrollés | understand it, the

Ethiopian Jews include books that Ashkena
and Sephardim reject that are found in the
among their canon of accepted books.

Mesora: Judaism has always possessed G
divine word since SinaiAs time unfolded anc
more prophets arose withad’s words, theytoo
wrote down their divinelyinspired words in thg
form of Prophets and Writings. In the ef@d’s
Torahor Bible is comprised of the Five Books
Moses, Prophets and Writings.

The Septuagint was a translation into Greg
the Five Books and nothing else. See Taln
Megilla 9a. Even though we find Suptagints to
including more, this was done erroneoualyl
does not accuratelyeflect what the Rabbi
translated.

The New Testament is not authorizeddayl or
His prophetsso we reject Macabeesyd other
books, such as Luke, Matthew, Mark. &k.

O

ReaderHow do we celebrate the Purim tod
and does anyone in the family playparticular
role?

Mesora: No one has a distinct rol®des do
not applyto Purim. Purim is celebrated bsading

RABBI RON SIMON

od’'s
| guess that there is something untoward about

reading Plato’s Republil Starbuck’s,especially in

» Cedarhurst Long Island, but that is what | have been
doing the last couple of weeks. Well, life has its

ofensionsard if you're going to do some hard stuff, you
might need to do some not-so-hard-stuff too.

Kk While gomg baclkard forth on same difficult points,

madriend of mine caught my eye in the corridor. Thayell. We encourage a certain intellectfi@edom in

dapked a couple of very powerful questions about the igfaism, This freedom is seen bistlhe inclusion of

of Parshas related to the Mishcan. One of them is #ilsof the people in the pursuit of knowledge and the

sweek’s parsha, Trumah. | guess that | haven't been d¢heativity that is seen in the Toralyle of debate. The

only ore out of sync with the calendar lately (This waext of the Talmud records a histoof lively ard

a couple of weeks ago). colorful discussions that took place between our
One of the questions that thasked concerned the Rabbis, pursuing their theories as far as they could taks

presence of the ceruvim in the Mishkan. The Mishkdrem.

and Mikdashare bothdesigned as an ascent from the The zealard independence inherent in this tradition,

ajess Holyto the Holy of Holies. Upon arriving at thewhich is itself a type of ascents tempered byan

Holy of Holies, ore is greeted by the ceruvim that arawareness that we are bound to a great extent by ot

over the ark. Isn't it ironic that upon entering the holigshysicalityard particularity. In the rusto agend, we

place, you meet up with a couple of statues? can't forget that we are pulled in two directions.
What is morejs that the Ramban actuallyentified Ceruvim impress this upon us. Thag sortof gang in

PROCEED WITH CAUTION

or hearing the Megilla scrobbrce at night ang
once during the day. We also make a festive
and indulge in winemare than what we al
accustomed. Some explain the reason bei
evoke gladness in the heart whistimics the
unbridled joyfelt by the Jews back then. We
obligated to send food to our friends and give
to at least 2 poor people. All this serves to rel
us of the events in whictad orchestrated o
salvation from annihilatiorard to create harmon
between all Jewdd

| this location, the place from where the Divine voideo directions, althougha to the same degree that we
natedasthe essence of the Mishkan, the restirge. They are a sort of boundary condition, so to speak.

place of the Divine presence! The ceruvim do not represent G-d either as images
g fBhe Rambam also encourages the disseminatiorofin arother senseas spokesmen either. Thege

the belief in angels amongst the Jewish peopbaundaries at the ascent. Tl consequentlyeen as
rélouldn't it be easier just to focus upon the one trirdants, in that theyrdy completelyon G-d for their
iheing, G-d? The Rambam is the great expositorexistence.

im@gnotheism, isn't he? As Bnei Yisrael, we should see ourselves in some
r | bdieve that the answer to these questions sisnse as independent, while stifiognizing that we are
contained in the fact that the ascent to the understandiiagim, childrenaswell. In a somewhat fatherless age,
of the existence of G-d is markeddwgertain tension aslet us just prajor more giidance. EGood Shabbdd
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MAIMONIDES’
EVALUATION OF
CHRISTIANITY:
A NEGATIVE

REFUTING
RABBI YITZ GREENBERG

ANONYMOUS

(continued from page 1)

Rabbi  Greenberg further sugges
“Christianity spreads the message of God
morality to the world.” Nothing could be furthe
from the truth.God commands us as part of {
613, na to add or subtract from the Toradrd
Christianity clearly dkred, alrogated, ard
abolished God's laws on occasions too nume,
to list here.Gad's words easilyrefute Rabbi
Greenberg.

He writes, “Jews should appreciate — but
convert to — Christian spirituality”Yes...we
must live peaceably withother peoples
However, Judaism disagrees witRabbi
Greenberg: we must not appreciate a distg
system which violates God's wordsd which
God commands against.

Then, the Rabbi claims “Jesus is not a f
messiah,maely a failed one.” Astonishing!
Rabbi Greenberg directly opposes Maimonig
description of the Messiah’s qualifications: Je
didn’'t possess even one.

Rabbi Greenberg consistentipanufactures
dangerous views, claiming their Orthod
Jewish origin, but cites not a single quote
precisely because he has noneRabbi
Greenberg’s contradiction of Maimonide
Moses’, ard God's words expose his views
contrary to Orthodox Judaisial

www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

Jewishhmes
Letters
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SCHOTTENSTEIN .
EDITION ofthe | o
TALMUD BAVLIL:
PRESENTED -
to th eLIBRARY
of CONGRESS

CARRIE DEVORAH

1

FEBRUARY T10TH, 2005 - GREAT HALL OF THE chocolate, ard pastries accompanied by hot
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, WASHINGTON DC: beverages.

At a time, God and Government is being The evening was MC'd by Baltimore’s Howard
heatedlydebated in the United States Suprent&iedman accompanied by his wife Judge Chay:
court, an auspicious moment took place at Rriedman. Concluding remarks were delivered by
private event in the Nation's Capitane block Artscroll's Rabbi Zlotowitz, accompanied by
awayin the Great Habf the Libraryof Congress’ Rebbetzin Zlotowitza ®n and daughter-in-law.
Jefferson building, unnoticed by the ACLU. Thértscrolls president Elliot Schwartz was
event was so quiet the Librawf/Congress did notaccompanied by his wife Judiah Yeshiva
send out a press release announcing ldmverstiy alumnaeRepresentatives from both
accomplishment in contemporary Jewish histotile House and Senate includeddSenator Fran
donation of the most comprehensive translationlafutenberg1Joe Lieberman, HillanRadham-
tthe Babylonian Talmud, Talmud Bavlinto Clinton, Evan Bayh, Patrick Tiberi, Carl Levin,
aAcherica’s Library. Barbara Mikulski, Sam BrownbackRdhp
2r The project was begun by Jerome Schottenst@tegula, Todd Tiahrt, Shelly Berkley, Eric Cantor
h8chottenstein passed away two years before ¢hief deputymdgority whip Virginia's Congress
Schottenstein edition Talmud Bavli waand others. Schottenstein staff were in attendanc
published. Jay Schottenstein stoodthe Great Former Costa Rican Ambassador Jaime
rétall of the Libraryof Congresshearbyaphoto of Darenblum and his wife attended as did Eric
his late fathemeflecting amongst friendenwhat Schockman, president of LAs Mazorg, Sol
they completed and what thage about to embark Teichman, Shimmy Stein advisor to Eric Cantor,
nah. The Schottenstein Talmud Bavli editier5 Simcha Lyons,Gay Torgan, Noam Neusner,
plus year effortjs the first of severaranslations President Bush’s liason to the Jewish community
being requested from around the world. conveyed the President’s congratulations.

James Hadley Billington, Chief Librarian at Weeks after, Parsha Yitragidressinghe giving
ridaherica’s Library of Congress, welcomed intcof the Torah, was read in synagogues around th
the Library’s collection the 73-volume Engliskvorld, Schottenstein looking towards the gatherec
language Schottenstein edition of the Babylonisaid his next goab to asure his editiorof the
ai$almud, Talmud Bavli.[(Mesorah Heritage Talmud Bavli, published byrtscroll/Mesorah
Foundation Board of Governors organized tipaiblications,is “placed in every law schooh
ggiception  honoring  Columbus  Ohio’®\merica.”l0 Unbeknownst to the evening’s
sBehottensteins. The dedication of the Talmattendees, tucked in a corner in the ceiling mosai
Bavli, oral law, coincidentato the Library of highalove them lie 5 letters, M-O-S-E-S, spelling
Congress’ ehibit “350 Years of Jews Inthe name of Moses the lawgivEr.
o&merica,” was held yards awdsom the Library [0
of Congress’ permanent exhibitions of theBIO: Carrie Devoratis a DC based award winning investigative

GLttenberg3|bIe and the Bible of Mainz. [Guestghotopumallst Devorah author of GOD IN THE TEMPLE OF
GOVERNMENTS:s ore of DC's premier authorities of where God is

sfrom around the Country were served koshﬁ[‘he Nation's Capitol. Februafyevorah's work was submitted to the
asushi, along withother finger foods including aunited States Supreme Court in an Amicus Brief defending God in

desert table of cut fruits, pineapple to be dippeddsvemment. -
age




