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Torah Fundamentals

Red Bendels

RABBI SAUL ZUCKER

(This letter was sent by way
Mesora to Judaism.comcurrently
selling Red Bendels undie claim
it forms Jewish tradition. Rabh
Zuckerhas responded denyintis
view, referencingthe Rishonic
authorities)

[Dear Sir: Iread with great fea
and anxiety your response to T

(continued on page 4)

Join ou?new audrble and

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

Proponents othe
Red String claimit
protects one from
the “Evil Eye”, it
watches ove
children, offers
success, and insure
healthy pregnancies
These claimants |
attempt to cloaktheir
thread under the guis
of “Jewish Tradition”by
wrapping it around ou
matriarch’s grave. But
make such claims abo
any other object, say,
cross or a rabbit’s foot, an
these very same Jews W
holler “idol, idol!"OlIs the
oRed Bendel a Jewis
tradition, or idolatry, and wh

should we treat it differentl
ithan other charms?

Moses killed the Egyptlan
who was torturing the Jewish
slave. He criticized Dathan and
Aviram when they argued. He

halso defended the daughters o

-

up‘f

’AY REQUIRED:
SIMP BSERVATION EXPOSES

THE RED STRING TO BE IDOLATROUS -
(continued on next page)

AS IF IT WAS THIS PHAROAH IDOL.

Dedicated to Scriptural and Rabbinic Verification
of Authentic Jewish Beliefs and Practices
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(Red Bendels continued from previous page)

Jewishhmes
Idolatry

Yisro when troubled by the male shepherds.

And timely enough, Mordechai stood tgp
Haman, refusing to prostrate, even wh
sacrificing the safety afavs. How much moré
must we take action when no one's life is
danger, while oufellow Jews are deceived th
Red Strings protect, and that they form par
Judaisn? This is no small issue. Red Strin
question Judaism's fundamentals. We mus
as Moses and Mordechai exemplified in th
deep concern for others, and take actia
Inactivity conveys disregard for th
proliferation of false notions among yo
brothers and sisters, and is contrary to
perfection displayed by Moses and Mordech

What does the Torah and its greateathers
say? What is demanded by reason?
O
Tosefta Shabbos, Chapter 7:

[MThese things are “frorthe ways ofthe
Emorim” (i.e., behavior ofdolaters):one
who cuts his hair “koomi” (i.e., like th
idolaters), and one who makes a p
(locks worn by Roman or Gresjlouth or
upper classesard offers it to the gods
one who raises her child between
dead, one who ties a cushion to his hif
superstitious custom), or a red string to
finger, and one who appoints and thro
rocks to the sea or the river, these
idolatrous behaviorspre who and clap
and dances to the fire, this is idolatrg
behavior."

Maimonides “Guide for the Perplexed’
(Book 111, Chap. 37): O

“The same idolatryand superstitious
performances whichn your belief,keep
certain misfortunes far from you, w
cause those very misfortunes to befall y
“I will also send wild beasts among you
(Lev. xxvi.22), “I will alsosend the teeth
of wild beasts upon them, with the pois
of those that creefin dust.” (Deut. xxxii.
24). “The fruit of thy land, and all thy
labors, shall a nation, which thou knowe
not, ed up.” (ibid. xxviii. 33). “Thou shalt
plant vineyards and dress them, but sk
neither drink ofthe wine nor gathethe
grapes,ett. Thou shalt have olive treg
throughout all thy coasts, but thou sh
not anoint thyself with the oil.” (Den
xxviii. 39,40). In short,in spite of the
schemes dfiolaters tosipport and firmly
establish their doctrineand to make
people believe that bydolatry certain
misfortunes could be averted and cert;
benefits gained, worship adfols will, on
the contrary,asis stated in “the words of

www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

the covenant” prevent the advantages and
bring the troubles.”

en O

; “Our Saes saydistinctly, “whateveris

in used as medicine” does not come under

at  the law of “the ways othe Emorite”: for

of they hold that onlysich cures as are

gs recommended by reason are permitted,

I do and othercues are prohibited. When,

eir therefore,the dictum was quoted: “a tree

n. that casts offits fruit may be laden with

e stone or dgd with red color”, the

ur  following objection was raised: “The

the loading of the tree with stones may be

ai. justified on the plea that it serves to
weaken the strength dfie tree, but why
should it be permitted to dye the tree with
red color?” This question shows that the
dyeing ofthe tree with red colorand alll
similar things which are not explained by
analogy fromnature, are prohibited as
“ways of the Amorite!”

O

D

ait
No Proof
, Where do today's false rabbis, self-

theroclaimed kabbalists, and peddlers derive this

(etion ofaRed String? Did they witness some
heorrelation between one wearing a Red String
wand such fortune? Can you truly correlate
aveearing anything, and a successful pregnancy
5 claiming the former caused the latter? Isn't
usuch a correlation bereft ofry causal

relationship? Hence, one cannot suggest string

cause healthy pregnancies, or any improvemer
in health, success, etc.

If there were any cases where Red String:
proved miraculous, why are there no recordec
miracles ofthis kind? With no record a$wch

limiracles, and with no basis in reality, we are
ofarced to suggest two ways that Red Strings
"came about:
1) Deviant Jews concocted this mythvaduld
azsk these Jews why they see doctors for
medical treatments and surgery, when this Re

String has so much power! Why do they even
stwork at all? Let this great string deliver their

needs miraculously! But they do work,
ghrecisely because their Red Strings are useles

But they care nothing about deceiving you, so
>dhey manufacture Red Strings and sell therr
alinder the pretense that they will bring you
.success and health. Money is their god. If

Torah was their objective, they would abandon

their sale of Red Strings in light dfhe

following, most authoritative source on the
subject, which identifies Red Strings by name
aias prohibited;

2) According to the Tosefta in Shabbos
chapter 7, the Rabbis warn us not to wear Re

(continued on next page)
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(Red Bendels continued from previous page)

1f red string peddiers
Jeel this object can save
pregnancies, but do not
[reely give this thread
away to poor, pregnant
women...then, in their
equation, they cause

infant deaths.

What evil intent

15 worsed

Jewishilimes
Idolatry

Strings, as they are the “waystbé Emorites.”

www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

credibility by claming Red Strings “cause”

The Emorites concocted Red Strings. Now,dértain resultsAn average person would never

their ways were provable and reasonable,

thimk saneone would make a claithat strings

Rabbis would not prohibit them, as Ibn Ezftaause” sanething, had it not been witnessed.

says, “The Torah does not prohibit that wh

&ut with a little intelligence, and the courage to

is true, but only that which is false.” (LeviticUshppose someone with the title “Rabbdr
19:31) The Talmud too records a case whékabbalist”, one can easily uncover the game

the Rabbis acquiesced

to the Greelisese charlatans play.

submitting that the Greeks surpassed thiem Ask them for an explanation ofiov Red

certain sciences. Torah is based on tr
Hence, the Rabbis dfie Tosefta prohibited th
Red Strings because they are senseless, a
Jewish nation is a wise nation.

O

TheEvil

| accuse these peddlers afgeat crime, “in
their terms”: ifin their minds, the Red Strin
has the power to heal and insure hea
pregnancies, then they should give this st
away FREEto those in need. But they don
They keepthem under lockard key until they
receive some money. Thereby, according

uBtrings affect reality as they suggest. They will
eof caurse have no answer. The db&m, “Why
nehtnst the string be placed on my wrist? Why
must it be on my body? What is the difference if
it is red or blue?” These Rabbis and Kabbalists
cannot answer these questions, because there
no answer or any reasoning, which could
explain their claims. They are lying to you.
dgrhen askhem, “If you cannot answer me, why
tty you believe these Red Strings work?” Their
iogly line of defense is to cite a previous Rabbi
tor Kabbalists. Then the cycle repeats itself.

In the end, you find no Torah sourceo
reason, but simply a bunch of fools purporting

their ‘logic’, they bring miscarriages upoidolatrous powers to exist, which have never

women who don’t have the $26 pay for this
string. In their own terms, Red String peddl|
are most evil people.

O

Antithetical to Reason

They suggest there is a, ‘“if-the
argument...al[l‘causative'ationshipbeween
wearing a Red String, and certain succes
health: “If” you wear a Red String, “thersich
and such will happen. Yet, they cannot exp

been witnessed, and they defame Torah in th
gosocess. his is why we must take a stand
against such seemingly innocuous matters. Bu
in fact, the fundamentals ofwlaism are
severely harmed ifve remain silent. People
begin to accept “powers”. Then, God’'s
néxclusive claim to all that we see is
marginalized. Therefore, we speak out.

S @n Monday, March 7, an Arab terrorist
sprayed gunfire at Israelis standing at the
antrance to the Machpela Cave, the tombuof

why, or how wearing Red Strings causes thétriarchs and Matriarchs in Hevron. Four

specific results, nor have they any account
proof.
O

The Contradiction

In essence, Red String proponents contra
themselves. For they say there is a “causa
relationship beween wearing strings a
certain results. Yet, we know that with reg
to any, true cause @ result, one readily se
the relationship, thereby explaining “how”
was the cause of Y. We know exactly h

spa®ple were injured including a Border Guard
soldier who sustained serious wounds. But Rec
String proponents claim ifou wrapthis string
around Rachel's grave, it obtains some power
But we must askhow is it that a gravesite in
\diielvron containing even more Patriarchs anc
iwddtriarchs than Rachel's grave, was not
¢hrotected fromgunfire? If the gravesite has no
defense to protect itself, it cannot impart
glefensive or protectiveopvers to a string.

X Honestly, the mere uttering tifese words, “a
ring having powers”is so infantile and

dripping blackink on a white carpet is theprimitive, | am amazed that adults buy into it.

cause for the carpet’'s new stain: pigmentatid/hat's worsethese adults are raising children -

and dying properties exist in the ink, and tlo&r next generation.

carpet possesses a contrasting hue and mojstieople, use your intelligence: God gave it to

retention. For one to intelligently suggest thatyéu for the precise objective at adhering to His

causes Y, there must be apparent characterjStmsah based on your use mhson. Don't be

explaining this statement of “causality”. misled by the popularity of Redtrihgs, the
However, when we review the words |oEputation ofthe seller, be he “Rabbibr

kabbalists and current day Red String peddl&sbbalist”.

claiming these strings cause certain results| we

see through their transparent lidlsey borrow| Reason exposes this idolatry cloaked in

only half the equation, attempting to gaidewish disguise, as a “wolf in sheep’s strif@".
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(Red Bendel continued from page 1)

Jewish Times regarding the issuetlw sale of
red threads as protective amulet.(0The reast
that | sg “fear and anxiety'ls that your letter
seens to saylthat as long as there are opinior]
print[Supporting a certain practice, that prac
may be encouraged evenitifruns contrary to
towering Jewish authorities and texts.[t is a
to suggest that while authorities such as
Tanna'im, the Radak, and the Rambam T
clearly prohibit in very strong terms the wear
of red threads, as long as two rabbis (who li
within the past hundred years and are recogn

to be illustrious)Say that it is all right, then the

is no problem.Olbey of you, as someone wh
undoubtedly has the interest of fellow Jews in
heart, to please reconsider your position.[1 ap
to your tzelenelokim in this request, based upd
the following sources:

The Rashba, alluded to in the Be'er Moshe
you quoted, (presumably in[Teshuvos HaRas
volume 2, letter 268) states:

“There are customs that the wom
observed on their owmd it is prohibited
to violate (those customgyovided that
they were observed based upon a correct
isue..”

(There follows a list ofcustoms observed b
women as cited in Yerushalmi Pesachim, sc
of which are deemed appropriate, and oth
which are not).[0To use this as a basis to say|
since women established the custontyioig red
threads, therefore it should be accepted,(Seer
bela distortion of the Rashba's explicit words.
But more...the Tosefta in Shabbos

71

Jewishhmes
Torah Fundamentals

something along the following lines on ya
prwebsite when offering the red threads for sale

"The use ofhese threads that are fade
was mentioned bthe Tanna'imasbeinga
violation of Torah law.[0TThe Radak and t
Rambanrclearly reiterate the sin involved
usingthem, and the Rambanmn particular
says that usingthem will bring about
further@alamity in your life.0There are
however, two rabbis who recently wrg
that there is no problem with usirtbese

s in
ice

5 if
the
nay
ng
ed
ized

ere  threads since their origin is based upon
0 established custom @fumerous commor|
his lay people in earlier generations."

peal

n At least in this way, you are practicing f
disclosure and informing the peoplebath sides
thaftthe issue, along withhe risks that they may
hitkaking in choosing a particular side.
| invite you to join me in a continuing full stug
of the issue, to pursue our divine mission
eavodash HaShertirough chochmah, so that
may clearly and properly understand what i
that HaShenhzas designed for us.Hagpe that you
accept these words in the true spirit in which
are written and sent, with ahavas Yisroel,
with the hope that with thieue path of Torah an
y mitzvos, and without the need afy external,
remptinglllusions, we may all merit to see b
egoel tzedek bimhayrah veyameinu.
that
Sincerely yours,
ns to
Rabbi Saul Zucker

explicitly states that wearing a red thread i
clear violation ofa Torah principle, darkei ha

emori.0With that in mind, please see {

commentary othe Radakon Yeshayahu 40:21
where he states, "...people thought that m
things and certain actions would helpdanage,
sicken or heal.0These things are not based
wisdomor medicine or natural forces, but rath
they are based upon the repeated custon
people throughout the generations...and thes
the darkei ha-emori."ODoes not the "anci

custom" ofthe red thread fit exactly into what the Having looked through your website,

Radak derides?

And worse...please see the Rambam's M
HaNevuchim 3:37, wherein he
unequivocally that the engagement by peopl
practices that constitute darkei ha-emori in 0
to protect themselves froaenger will not only
be ineffective, but on the contrary, will result
new dangers brought to thesma result oftheir
sin.

If this is not enough to convince you, my d
brother, 1bey that you at least consider putti

sta}esan be imbued with such power and prom

b d

"RED STRINGS:
ZOBJECTS POSSESS
NO POWERS

pon
er

s of

e af@ear Mr. Perelman,
ent[]

dawned on me that there seems to be no
Drieln any religious practices if mundane obje

Pfease explain the purpose of Tefillaalf we
deeed to do is wear a red string on our wr
How does this helus?OANd if you want to
iranswer (as most do who ascribe to this pra
do) that we don't need to know how it wor
only that it works, may temind you ofthe Ibn
cdfzra who tells us that ifve come upon 3
ngnitzvah that we cannot fully understand with

www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

uhe explanation within the works of Torah
SheBal Peh, than we discount the mitzvah
entirely as it cannot be art ofthe Mesoral!lll
askyou, where is the Torah SheBal Peh for this
practice?CWhere is there any source for the
heorah for this practice at all?CHow do we know
rwhat thispractice is ifit is na discussed at all
within the Torah.OIfit is truly as powerful as
you are stating, wouldn't it be included in the
Torah as something for all to benefit from?0in
tiact, where is there any source anywhere in the
Torah that tells us that regular physical objects
tlean be imbued with magical powers for our
Jpersonal benefit?What is the point of perfecting
ourselves and doing the mitzvot thé Torah if
all we have to do is wear this "magicalting
uknd we will be protected.[How can you honestly
say that this is part of Torah Judaism.CDo you
teally believe that a religion with the massive
intellectual works that Judaistnes, (Mishna,
l\Gemara, etcard the Torah giants that we have
vfould endorse alpractice such as this?[]
ve In addition,00] have not seen youarswer
tamywhere to the Rishonim (the Tosefta, the
Rambam, etc)hat so clearly state that this
hesactice is wrong and and avodah zarah.OYoL
aodnnot honestly answer that the sources yol
dquoted froma few late achronim (who by the
way do not seento present logical arguments-
dsst that this is the way its been done, therefore
do not belittle it)can contradict the Rishonim.[
These Rishonim present cogent logical
arguments with clear sources fraife Torah
that this practice is wrong and destructive for the
nation.J

One last point, What does this say about God'*
system ofJuwstice?[lLets say I'm Rasha, can |
where this string and still be protected?Are we
rewarded and ymishedfor our mitzvos and
aveiros or because afstring that we wear

It must be that you believe that Judaidoes
not have to make sense?IThere is obviously n
logic to the religion.[In that case, why staia
red string?(Maybe ¢an draw a big sign on my
forehead that says "protect me".[ls that really
any different?CWhat about a lucky penny or a
rabbits foot?
it | understand that there is a strongotional
netiachment to these types lodliefs. [They are
atasy and require almost no work.(OThat is not
sefiat Judaismis.CAll | ask is that you look
through the sources (the Tosefta, that Rambarr
s#iCl)ard really thinkalout these ideas.[Because
that's what Judaism demands.
ctice
ks Thank you,

O

Elliot Plotnick
putLong Beach, NY

Page 4
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RED STRINGS: cause to die, or could the sent cause to ive? REFUTATIONS OF

Rather, when Israel looked upwards and subjgc
ﬁN INgElc"LlGENT their hearts to their Father in Heaven, they eTHE RED BENDEL
PPROACH healed, and not, they perished. _ Ve E e 6o TTeEs TG s
[MEurthermore, in reference to the incense (thalrgsefta is on par with the Oral Law. It is mofe
Mr. Perelman, was used to stofre plague that God smote theauthoritative than Judaism.com's sources. The
| reviewed your letter on your website regardjniews with after the incident of Korach and |hi$osefta cites many acts as the ways thef
the red string.Olhave also read about it in theassembly, the Gemaralih BerachosB33a statEg0rites, idolatrous peoples, including “wearing a

> "Why with incense? Because Israel was je riﬁs‘?l}ggje;gg]morﬁng%%g;ed this souroe, yet

eand complaining about this incense, saying] ‘doesnot shareit the public, to date.
isldeadly poison; Nadav and Avihu died through it, (I

and two hundred and fifty people died throughlit." Vidation of Judaism'sFundamentals
g he Red Bendel contradicts Maimonides' [L3
The .H'oly One, Blessed be He, §a!d, You ;ha}!l Ssﬁrnci les;that God rewards the righteous and
thatitis a plague stopper, and sin is what kills.”| ‘o nishes the wicked. Those defending the Red
But even putting aside the source “batiigfiat| One has to wonder how a red string whicBendel say this is not true, unless someone wears
about the logical arguments?CJDoes a red strimgpody ever heard @fn be more powerful thain this string.
have power? Is it justice for God to pun|skloshe's hands, the copper serpent, and the ingensge. _ . . .
someone for not wearing a red string and also object to line in the movie that states that, 0 Evidencethat SiringsAffect Reality
rewarding one who does regardlestheir merit?[] Jews have prayed to Rachel Emainu at her fompeniesK nown, M edical Science
Does it make sense to you? for centuries. Such a practice goes against one d¥laimonides, along with every doctor in histo
What about the Shema, which tells us that] ttes thirteen essential principles in Judaisamely, | never treated the sickith red strings, but with
road to prosperity is keeping the mitzvos?Wliyat God is the only existence that one may pray E%?%C?Se?,“ﬂSg{géwt*ﬂ%ﬁ"ﬁ?,‘éfj”gﬁ'é’r?{g\%“
should one do Teshuva, Tefilla, Utzedaka (repeBhazal talkatout Calev going to pray by the tombsyygery.. they did not avoid these medically-sol
pray and give charity) &l it takes is a red stringPlaf our forefathers, but they are careful not| tprocedures,” using the Red Bendel inste
It would clear upa bt if you could address thesesuggest that he prayed to them. He only went thdkglaism.com's staif contradicts itself.
arguments on your site.0d0Simply quoting sourcesgain chizuk for his prayers. o
that (at least seemingly)go aginst thel Please do not take this letter to be a persopg aln;l#% ﬁgﬂt?ﬁéhgvgg%%?cé?éaﬁ%g tﬁewlggfj
fundamentals of Torah - of Ein Od Milvado|attack on you or anyone who works fqr Bendel. (Berachos 33a)
“There is none other than God"ody clouds the| Judaism.com. | am merely trying to engage yau inJ
area.[Pleasel@xplain how this practicavefring | a debate about certain moderagtices in Judais. |  |saiah 45:22 Refutes Red Bendels
Red Strings does not gol@gainst the fundamentals Look to Me, and be saved, all the endsifef
; > . . X earth; for | am @d, and there is nerelse.
of Julaism, how infusing an object with power is Yours Truly,
not at least approximating idolatry.[TThank you. | David Fischbein

JewishTimes.O | ama Ittle confused.d The
Rishonimseemquite clear on this and your sourg
are Achronim (I anasuming so. haven't heard o
them[z my shortcoming) Can Achroniamgue on
Rishonim?0Can a customemove an Issur a
prohibiiton?

<

nad
nd
ad.

g

Rambam, HilchosM ezuza 5:4:

"Those who write inside the mezuza names
angels or holy names or a verse or engravings,
are included ‘with thoseho have no share in th
world to come.lJBecause these fools, it's not
enough that they are .nulllfzmg a mitzvah, but they
are making a great mitzvah—which is the Onengss
of the Name othe Holy One, blessed be He, and
His love and His service—into an amulet for their
own benefit as it occurs to their foolish hearts that
this kind of nonsense thing can benefit them.”

[Rambam Hilchos Mezuza 6:13: "The early
n Wise Ones said “Whoever has tefillin on his head
and arm, tzitzis on his clothing, and a mezuzajon
thS door, he is strengthened not to sin, because he

Has many reminders, and these are the angeld that

of
hey

Regards, Ari Fischbein

FAITH VS PROOF:
A RESPONSE

Dear Rabbi Moshe Ben Chaim,

Gil needs to take a closer loekthe Rishonim,
For those who say that proofsidéas in Judais
Dear Mr. Perelman, are a waste dime, | would ask, why does R4
| sav the mini-movie about the red string pSaadia Gaon constantly use proofs in

RED STRINGS:
REFUTED BY
THE TORAH

<

Judaism.com, and | ameeply comcerned with arguments in Emunot V' Deot? What is

what I sav. No object in the world is given inng
powers of protection or destructionwill quote a
few sources to demonstrate my point.

The Mishnah in Rosh Hashanah (3sites:
"And it came to pass, when Moshe held hip
hand, that Israel prevailed..."[(Ex. 17:11). But ca
the hands of Moshe make war or lose a war?
rather to teach you, as long as Israel was log
upwards and subjecting their hearts to their F3
in Heaven, they prevailed, andrift, they fell.
Likewise, you may say, "Make for you a fig
serpent, and set it upon a pae] it shall come ta
pass, that whosoever is bitten, when he looks
he shall live" (Num. 21:8). But could the serp|

Page 5

turpose ofal the proofs that the Ramba
formulates in the second book tie Moreh
Nevuchim? Why does the Rashba talkout
hearing, understanding, and accepting

utd his Shailos U'Teshuvos (by “accepting”,
Imgans making them first hand knowledge,
kimgposed to the second hand knowledgeadition
tiadrich the individual already has)?thelrabbi in
the Kuzari accepts Judaisom faith, then whal
neverage can he claimver the Christian and th
Muslim (the rabbi in fact disproves theom the
avdry basis that their religions are not based on
esblid proof)?0 -David Fischbein

fundamental precepts dftdaismin Teshuvah 51

herotect him frormsin as it says (Tehillim 34:8) "The
mangel ofthe LORDercamps around thethat fear
Him, and delivers them". Mlowhere in Tanach or]
the gemara do people use a red string to prd
themselves.

TheTorah RefutesThem .

he The Torah says, "Teshuva, tefilla, u'tzedal

%%avmn es roa ha'gzeira", "Repentance, pray
d charity remove the evil decree". Nothing

m%ntlone that a red string is required.

—
o

Ironically...No Protection from Our Claims
e _Judaism.com's workers most certainly wear R
Bendels. Why then are their Red Stringamhd
to them, shielding them fromur accusations? I
aPpears their su_bJu%;\tlon to ourutefionsexpose
the red strings dies.

in
tect

Ka
er,
IS
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Don’t Let Them
l\élvisl.ead Others

earing Red Stri
Violates eenglllgs
Selﬁng them is worse.

Email these sites. Ask them to stog Red String sales \

and false claims of benefits. Ask that they instead, | v
admit error and post the Tosefta prohibiting | ==

Red Strings as an idolatrous practice.
JUDAISM.COM
KABBALAH.COM
RACHELSREDSTRING.COM

These websites prey on people desperate for cures

success, or resolve to personal issues. These sites offer

unproven and false h.o?es by selling Red Strings.
“Protective devices” violate reason, and the Torah.
The Tosefta identifies Red Strings as the
“ways of the idolatrous Emorites.”

The Torah & Tosefta teach reliance on God alone.
Nothing overrules these two authoritative sources.

Judaism.com acknowledged this Tosefta,
but to date, omits it along side other sources
they quote, even after many requests from us.

The Rabbis teach:

“Your friend's money should be as beloved to you as your own.”
Dont allow these sites to deceive others and take their money:
Email all of these sites with one dlick from our page below

WWW.MESORA.ORG/ THEREDBENDEL
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Commentary

Judaism.com says

" ..this thread becomes blessed with

special authentic and proven qualities

a segulah to remove pain, evil eye, Yo

bless with children who will live on,
and to give the woman who is givingy
birth an easy and successful onef'

TheTorah doesnot say anywhere
that objectshave powers. Reason
refutesthis.

Question: Judaism.com makes
claims with no proof. Should you
spend money on something unprove

Quedtion: If such strings can heal,
and Judaism.com does not freely giy
themaway, at least at cost, areytinet
causing injiry, in their owrminds?

Question: Judaism.com
acknolwedged the Tosefta prohibiti

n
Red Strings. Are they to blame for n(%

sharing this with you?

Question: A Tosefta is more
authoritative than man, yet

Judaism.com disregards it. Is it wronfy Chevron.
i

to cause others to violate it? Shou
you buy something prohibited by the
Oral Torah?

Question: How can people be called
“responsible” when they don't shar
the primary source prohibiting|

Red Strings?

Chananya, Mishael and Azarya riske
life, and refused to bow to idols

Mordechai refused to bow before t@

Hamans idolatry. Today, idolatry is
tempting misinformed Jews
Fallowthesetrue Torah leaders.
Speak up. Educate others.

e others, the so-calldglil Eye.

11%
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Idolatry

“AUTHENTIC RED STRING MOVIE” SCRIPT
POSTED BY JUDAISM.COM 3/10/05:

Actual Video Clips '1

Left: Ceremonies not found il

Jewish law are performed (wrappin
graves in strings, prayers) violating thy
Torah prohibition not to add practiceg
Right: Adherents claiming the Re
String offers "benefits"

O
“We live in a fast paced world... filled with economigy
pressures, health concerns, interpersonal tensions and-ewes

fear.We are looking to connect with a cosmic force, dipcuits around the Tomb correspond to the seven days of

embrace our desires for a life of fulfilment, and our need@ation, the seven emotional attributes of man, and the

be protected fronofces beyond our control. seven channels that bring holiness into the world. Each of
Recently,the press has reported on a so-called mystinel special prayers and Psalms recited while the string is
red string, photographed on the wrists of manybeing wound, has its own significance, meaning and

Hollywood superstara dring, they say, that has beestructure thatelates to the maber seven.

mystically infused with Kabbalistic powers at the Tomb ofMUSIC]
~ Rachel, the burial place of OUR Jewish Matriarch. But what is it about Rachel that has made her resting

Overnight, this most humble bfacelets has become place so holy? Why is it Rachel's string to which we want
new-age Kabbalistic accessory, a shortcut thtugity, to be attached?

with the promise of protection frothe negative looks of Her story oflove found and love delayed is well
known. Her pain o€hildlessness was almost unbearable.

Actually, the red string is neither new, nor new-age. @t throughout her years offulfilment and sadness,
hundreds ofyears it's been a common Jewish practi®achel harbored neither negative thoughts ealoijis
albeit unpublicized, to wear a red string around the wighnces towards Leah, her older sister. It was Lavan, their
and to tie a string around the wrist of a child. father,who had switched Leah for Rachel under the

Judaism.conwants to reclainthis age-old custorasa weddingcangpy with Jacob.

Jewish tradition.... Rachel's red string reminds us not to lookavorably

[MUSIC] upon others even ife feel betrayed or suffer damage.

In the Land of Israel, there are three places that areRiwehel's red string reminds us to laskhin ourselves
most holy: The Kotel, the Western Wall in Jerusalem, $ite what may be missing in order to receive G-d's
of the Holy Templesthe Maarat Hamachpelah in Chevroblessings.
the burial place of Abrahaard Sarah, Isaac and RebeccaWith the hirth ofJsseph, Rachel's prayers were finally
Jacob and Leahard Kever Rochel, the Tomb dhe answered. And while giving birth to Benjamin, the
Matriarch Rachel, on the road between Jerusalein youngest othe 12 Tribes, Rachel passed away and was
buried at the side ahe road. The Prophet Jeremiah

For centuries, visitors have come to pray at her reséirplains that she was buried there so that overysog
place, asking this Mother tife Jewish People to intercedater she could pray for the Jewish People as they passed
on their behalf. And today, even though the route is diffidudr Tonb on the wayut of Jerusalem, into exile.
and dangerous, and even though the ancient Tomb is néwid those that come to her Tomb toddso pray that
encased in bomb-resistant concrete for its OWN protectiRezhel will wrapher blessings around them, like a string
the faithful still come to Kever éthel,and will always around the wrist. In the merit of Rachel's benevolent gaze
come.... towards her sister Leah we pray that her string may be a

[MUSIC] protection for us fronthe unkind looks obthers.That is

Rabbi Eran Brandwein, a scholar-in-residence at Racheishope.

Tomb, reads frona ook by the Apter Rav, which was  Judaism.conguarantees that the Authentic Red String
written over 80 years ago. has been prepared according to classic Jewish traditions

"HaTorah HakDosha Katvah, Hi Matzevet Kevurbrd knowledgeable individuals who have

Rachel Ad Hayom It is written in the Holy Torah, it isthe highest intentions and respected Jewish affiliations.

Rachel's Tomb to this day. It is a segulah for salvation inAlseually, that's all we CANguarantee, since any increase

merit of our faithful and pitying Mther,where the customin spiritual awareness or mystical connectiveness, or
is to wrapthread around the Tomb, aritiis thread | perceived protection that the string G-d Willimg\ides,
becomes blessed with special authentic and proven | will surely have as much to do with the feelings,
qualities, a segulah to remove pain, evil eye, to bless| thoughts, intentions and actionstiaé person that wears
with children who will live on, and to give the woman | it. It's not Kabbalistic magic.

whoisgiving birth an easy and successful one." Its a way to connect, to have Rachel in mind as we go

Each part of the ceremony has significance. about our daily lives. Rachel still weeps for her children,

[RECITATION OF TEHILLIM] waiting for G-d's promise of Redemption to occur. May it

About a string it is said, "Everyeminga thread ofrace be speedily in our days. [MUSIC] [CREDITS]
prevails, and G-d renews the world for another day.”" SevéBND]” O
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DO INANIMATE OBJECTS HAVE POWERS?
THE TALMUD DISCOUNTS ASSUMED ANIMATE BEINGS, AND
ASSUMED POWERS, EVEN WHEN CIRCUMSTANCES SO IMPLY.
CERTAINLY, LIFELESS RED STRINGS MUST BE DISREGARDED
AS POWERFUL, WHEN NO SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES EXIST.
LOW.

READ THE RABBI'S WORDS BE

Jewishhmes
Idolatry

[
DOES IT WORK?

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

If you were told that idolatry actually worked, This case is the explained very simply by Rabbi
would you believe the person? Let's say that| th&iva as ‘coincidence’. It just so happened that
person was a Jew? Perhaps the person was ¢wehnen the cripple left the church, his ailment
Rabbi? This is exactly what the Talmud takes egpiring at that very moment. Such coincidences

in its discussion on page 55a of Avoda Zara.
(There are two incidents regarding which,

do happen. God's perfect lawsrature therefor
e not suspended in such circumstances to

www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

all the hosts oheaven,ard you turn aside
and prostrate yourselves tthem and
worshipthem which God has smoothed them
out for all nations undethe entire heavens'.
Rabbi Judah continued, ‘This teaches that
erely God made their ways smooth s to

scommodate the fool and deter them flom remove themdmthe world.”
theblatry Rather,nature continues to adhere to|its
Haws as has been designed by God (adherencelib

different Jews asked Rabbis what their opin
were, as both incidents seemed to imply
idolatry was in fact effectuating change in

world: O their laws is euphemistically referred to as their
‘oath’). This teaches that God desires that mai few questions present themselves when we
Case 1. change himselfto follow reality, and not the contrast these two cases. We must keemind

“Zunin (a Jew)aked Rabbi Akiva, ‘Botl
of our hearts knowthat there is no truth tq

nopposite, that God should change reality (na
to follow man. Mw, in this case we see

t this section of Talmud is bringing two cases
avhich are dealing with the same area, but eacl

idolatry, however,there was this cripple connection in “time” (the cripple entered a churichmust have a unique, new insight not taught by the

(dislocated joints acc. to Rashi) whdered
into a church, and left in a recovered state

Rabbi Akiva responded: ‘Tll give you &
analogy,there was this trustworthy man
whomall residents ohis town would depos|

and was also healegi, the Rabbis do not ascri
' powers to the church or its gocer@inly,we must
rfollow the Rabbis, and not ascribe any po
bywhen NO change is seen. Thus, we must

tassume Red Bendels for example to posses:

their goods without witnesses. There camepawerL]

man who normallyised witnesses, but did
on one occasion. The trusted man’s V
came and said, ‘lets derlyis goods, (as h
has no witnesses testify we received them
The trusted man respondechie wife, ‘shall
we throw away oulivelihood because tfis

one fool?’ Saalso is the way with diseasé¢

they are to visit man faa certain time,ard
they are tdeave at a certain dagt a certain
hour, through a certain meansard by a

their oath (theirnaural course)ard remain
because at this moment this fool entered
a church?’

certain medicine. Novglould they abandoT
into

t O
vife

a}

-

).

Case 2:

Judah, ‘There was a church in our tovang
when the world needed rairiheir god
appeared in a drearard told them, ‘kill a

D

people killed a man, and it rained.’
Rabbi Judah responded: ‘Had diready
died, you would not have learned whalid

teach (Deut. 4:19) ‘Lest you lift your eyes
the heavens and see the sun, moon and

“Rava the son of Rabbi Isaac asked R4

man,ard | will cause the rain to come.’ TH

@ther:

verl) Why didn't the first case answer this second
hquestion of Rava? lIsn't this Case d&so
5 @igcidence?

2) How do we define ‘coincidence’?

3) In case 2, did their god actually appear?

4) How would a wise man interpret the Case 2,
had he lived in that town at that moment when it
bisined? Would he say that their god is real anc
actually caused rain?

5) What is the meaning of ‘God made their ways
smooth so as to remove them fréine world'?
aVhat type of justice is this of God? Do we not
also read that ‘God does not desire the dedtieof
sinner, butather, in hisepentance’?

6) Who made their ways ‘smooth™? God? Was

from Rav. He taught, ‘why does the Torathis teaching that God actively makes it ‘smooth’

tior a idolater to keefo his path? Or is iteferring
staranother party?

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)
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A distinction between the two cases must
made clear. The Talmud does not record two ¢
if they deal with the same phenomena.

This section of Talmud is discussing t
phenomena of ‘relation’.

If we look at two extremes, we see th
phenomena are either related or unrelated. T
are no quantitative levels between these two.
as an object is either in motion or at rest, there i

beerpreting phenomena: Case 1) He eithdplatry is false, but the average man doesn't.
passociates two unrelated events based ofathe Successn removes this case frothe definition
that he witnesses theaacurring at once. Case 2pf cdncidence, enough so, that onlookers wiill
higlan assumes relationships existhéir is close| followtheirfantasiesdr idolatry.

proximity in time to one artber. Man assumes a Someone had asked, ‘Why would God want to
dink beween the two events due to an element‘sinooth’ out their ways to remove them frotine
Herecast. In both cases however, man has erred,vaodd? This seems to imply that God purposely
Jhstre is in fact no relationship. made idolatry workso asto remove man from

s nd/hen the Rabbis began elucidating this aréaljowing Torah ideals.

partial motion. Affalling leafis in motion just as
much as a fired bullet. Only in speed do theedi
but they equally partake of motion. In ‘relatias
well there are two poles, either something i
isn't related to something else.

The assumption ofdation is precisely wher
these two Jews questioned.

Before we answer, let us define what is and
isn't ‘relating’. When someone throws a ro
which hits glass, and simultaneously the g
breaks, we say the rodaused the glass to bre
There is a relationship. As long as we can tra
cause and effect to natural laws of physics, an
effect follows a cause based on the laws oper
at hand (glass breaking is immediate, while poi
may take yearsyethen say there is a relationsh
If however one throws a roak glass but the glas
does not brealartil 20 years later, we do not sg
the rockcaused the glass to break. The time lal
divorces the rock from attaining the status of cal

Let's apply these rules to our cases: The first
is an example ofvhat we call ‘coincidence’. We
define coincidence as ‘the simultaneg
occurrence ofwo or more unrelated events.” F
example, if saneone throws a ball an
simultaneously a shooting star appears in the
we say this is coincidence that both occurred al
same moment, as they are not related by
natural laws. Ifhovever one throws a ball an
sprains their arm, we do not call that coincider
as the relationshis clear.

This is Case 1. There is no physical relationg
between one entering a church, and one’s
being healed. (We are barring psychological ca
as we are elucidating this Talmud strictly accor
to the text.) Here, man creates a relationships
mind which is not in line withipysical law.

If the second case were strictly coincidence
would not have been recorded, as the Talmy
not redundant in its teachings. One may then
‘Am | to sa there is some relationshipgween
kiling a man and rain falling?’ The answer is
course patently no. But it is also not a case
coincidence as the two events did not occur al
same moment. Here, two events happene
succession. Normally we would not assum
relationshipbeween two events which happe
even close in time. dWever the element ofa

‘prediction’ fools man into believing a relationshjipelationship beween the murder and rai

exists.
So there are two mistakes man makes W

they understood well that idolatry is false. There is5od did not make the phenomenégsleadiry
only One Force in the universe, the Creator afd smooth, rather, He made man with the ability
heaven and earth and all forces in themweélser, | to project smooth and appealing intetptionsTo
e Rabbis, as always, analyze an area and presamiove them fronthe world’is nat God's goal, as
categorical findings. They saw two distirjate see fronthe quote, ‘God does not destre
categories when it came to explaining awagath ofthe sinner, but rather, in his repentance’.
assumed effects afolatry. To ‘remove them fronthe world’ refers to the
haBut we may now ask why a fool believes this7 numerous phenomena désires which appeal to
k This is what |bdieve the words, ‘God hasman as ‘smooth’, so as to act as the other choic

oothed outtame to teach. God designed manfer man. Without smooth, or attracting emotions,
kpsyche in a way where he always has the abilitynban has no choice. So God making them smoot
fexly select intelligence as a waylifé. God doeg to ‘remove them fromthe world’ is semi-

desire that man is ‘forcetfito this selection] allegorical for ‘God made the purpose difie

By for example, man was always frustrated by igotions (not God's goalt r a cd i man'.
sgesires, i.e. he couldn't overeat dnémmediate| God's goal is that man chooses between wha
stomach pain, he couldn't oversladye to sudder) satisfies his emotions, and what is right according
sheadaches, he couldn’'t have intercourse more|tthis mind. This is the plan for mankind, that we
yonce a weeldwe to iliness, etc. In this scenaridjave both emotional drives, and intellectual
pgEan would not be abstaining fratesires and lusts curiosity (the yetzer hara, and yetzer hatoas)
ubased on an effort to curb his desires, but fiame must choose between them.
caskverse reactionsnternally he would still be| In sumnary, the Rabbis dismiss both cases, as
> craving these desires. This is the central point. | they are examples of man drawing untrue
usGod desires that man select a path in life baselationshps.
pon intelligence, and without a choice, he is poMan creates relationships in his mind, as this is
dselecting. Ifore cannot leave a lifestyle, he is nathere relationships truly exist. Relationships
skere by choice. He need not analyze the gogdbefceived accurately follow the laws redlity. A
theh a life, as he has no other option, so analysie# relationshigs one where there isgoceivable,
arfiyno practical value. Atrue philosopher might physicalinteraction. When there is no contact, can
chnalyze such an existence, but the Torah mustieesay there is still a relationship? Our Talmud
der all men, notyst the rarghilosophers. teaches that we cannot suggest so. These are t

Getting backo Case 2, the person did not creptely two ways where man creates inaccurate
fiee  relationship without external stimuli] relationshps. 1sa ‘only’, as the Talmud exhausts
@&lymething beside himselfantributed to thel all the possibilities. In Case 1, thdat®nshp is
assumed relationship. In such a case, there|isaseless, as a siitaneas occurréce does not
ichoice; suffice to create a relationshigween two events.

O All that is similar between these two phenomena is

1) The individual can believe what he sees or] their timing. But there is no physical contact. As is
» siirface, that is, he can follow what is ‘smoath] seen fronthe shooting star example, Casdetls
chis own eyes. God is not smoothing it out, but Gadth coincidence in time. This relationship
adbsigned man that this ‘smoothness’ of explanatidiawn between two real phenomena, but they in
is available to mankind. Emotions have appgfict have nothig to do with each bér.
allthough they provide wrong conclusions, andn Case 2, man draws aatnshp based not on
fakse relationships. simultaneity, but on successive events linked
theR) He can follow wisdom. The wise man willogether in man’s mind by the presenceaof
fsé@e that someone had a dreavhich was his own forecast which removes this second case from
cfantasy.There are no other gods. This wise méaeing categorized as coincidence.
nyould try to stopthem from kiling an innocent [@ne may also add that ‘dreamaie not
man, as his mind tells hinthat there is nq considered ‘eventsisthey happen in one’s mind,
nnot in reality

Therefore, there isn't even a second ‘evemt’
Dtatk aboutd

regardless dhe fact that it rained, wisdodictates
Hea thoughts and actions. The wise man kn
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God created the universe with infinite
wisdom that awes the greatest minds.

Is the notion that this simple thread protects
representative of this Creator's wisdom?

If all it takes is red strings, then prayer
charity, and gerfecuon become meaningless.
t how

Is that e Creator designed His world?
Is that what the Torah says?

“How great are Your works God, all of them are made with wisdom...”
Psalm 104, authored by King David
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