d  Asa relfigion whose leader Moses married a
, Woman o

color, and whose messiah descends
from a convert, why do many Jews still value
labels and externalismi...over Judaism?

hildren evil?
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Rashi is probably the most widely
studied commentary on th |\\\

) Norman Rockwell painted not only images, but ideas. Here, quoting “V'Ahavta Rayacha K'Mocha”,
(continued on page 3) Rockwell expresses the vanity of external dress and how we must adhere to values, not veneer.
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Parsha

of DEATH 11

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

Jessieln Parshas Chukas, (Numbers, 20:29Ntoses were murderergs the Jews formerly
says the entire congregation saw that Aaron|lmtused. So God thereby corrected the false
died. Rashi comments: “When they saw Mosestion ofthe Jewsthat Aaron and Moses killed
and Elazar came down and Aaron didn't cantlee “just” congregation of Krach. In fact,
down they said, “Where is he?” He said, “Heorach’s congregation was evil. So Aaron and
died.” The Jews said, “Is it possible that he whdoses were not killers of “innocents”. Aaron
stood against the Angel of Death and stopped tlemonstrated their innocence by saihJews

plague (in Korach) can be defeated by the A
of Death?” Immediately Moshe asked for me
and the ministeringurgels showed them Aarg
lying dead in a bed. They saw and th
believed.”

Questions: What is this Medrash tryitg
teach us? Why would they not believe t
Aaron had died? Why did this sort of visi
demonstrate that he did die? Why did Mo
need mercy for this demonstration?

O

Mesora:[JAs always, good questiongrd
succinct Jess. lhdieve the first thingwe must
posit is this: when Aaron stayed the plagiti€
was necessary to teach the Jews that Aaror
Moses were not murderers. Howevéhjs
miracle of Aaron standinggween the dead an
the living duing that plague was in par
incorrectly interpreted: that Aaron “the ma
possessed some greater power over death.
Jews saw Aaron standihgiween the livingard
dead,ard no more people died) Nonethele
God enacted this miraculous feat were Ag
stayed the plagueso as to carect the false
notion harbored by the Jews that Aaron

gath the incense. Howevehis act to which you
regfer, was perceived as Aaron being “above
ndeath”,since he stayed the plze of death.
eyNow, as Moses and Elazar descended the
mountain, without Aaron, the Jews were
confused and thought, “Aaron beat death in the
hatevious plaguehow can he possibly die?”
biVloses too realized the problerajd saw a
slselution: beseeching God to interveti@pugh
prayer,but not as you may think. God agreed
and responded. The only soluticeis Moses
anticipated,was that Moses help demonstrate
that Aaron had no power over life and death.
,Perhapssince Aaron himselfvas not the cause
ahtthe corruptedimmortal reputation maintained
by the Jewshence,hecauld not be the one who
dmight correct this reputation. Meanirig,order
tthat the Jews realize that Aaron was not
nimmortal, the very Source dife — God —-must
(e in to teach that man is not inherently
immortal, ard man (Aaron) possesses no power
sgyer life at all. When the Jews realized that
rivioses was prayingp God to correct their false,
immortal view of Aaronthey now realized from
amcthere their wrongas u m p tof cAaron’s
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(Angel of Death Il cont. from page 2)

immortality orginated: it was from “God’s
miracle of siaying the plague, Aaron was
bystander simply followingorders. The Jew
either see Moses pray to Gad beter, they see
God somehow unveil Aaron’s true mortali
which results in the Jewgalization that it was
not Aaron who had any power whatsoever @
the lives ofthe saved Jewdyu it was God all
along. Thus;this Midrash teaches that Mose
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What does Rashi 1 teacfiPe angels didn’
druly tak, asribing phenomena to themselvg

Chukat cont. from page 1)

comments oRashi that are well-know and widely
squoted.[) Unfortunately,in same cases these

sHowever,the Rabbis have license to write th¢ssomments arquoted so frequently that we neglect

Midrashim —sibries —teachingusfundamentals
herhaps herdhe Rabbis desired to teach a n
lesson;that God alone caused the destructio
veodom. Somehow,there was room fo
misunderstandingthe cause of Sodom
rqglestruction. An angel a “force of naure” like

to consider them cardly.CAs soon as we hear the
bheginning ofthe commentyve finish the quote in
ofir minds and do notven think caefully about
Rashis observation.The first comment oRashi on
5this week’s parasha is onetbfse oft quoted texts,
which may need more attention than it normally

prayed to Godgonveyingthat Moses knew thatfire — will sometimes appear as a purely natfinaceives.

God was the cause tlfie Jews'sdvation, ard
not Aaron. The Jewshy witnessingMoses’
prayer,or God's interventionyere enabled to rig
themselves ofheir false assumption and accg
Aaron’s mortality,asif the “ministeringargels
showed them Aaron dead on a bed.”
Nonethelessthe Jews still required Divin
assistance to return to the corred@w God

intervened and somehow allowed this conceptasfd not due to God. But this idea would forj
wise entire lessorthat God punishes the wickeq!Bdumah as chukat ha'torah.OIn the translation

Aaron’s mortality to penetrate these misled Jg
| don't believe they actually “saw a bed wi
Aaron lying in it". This means they wer
somehow relieved ofheir previous,eroneous|
notion of Aaron’s immortality. Somehow, G¢
addressed this: God's “ministeringrgels”
conveys this. It means that somethatiger than
the actions ofhe Jews themselves was requi
to correct the false notion of Aarorn
immortality In contrast to other cases wh¢
prayer is an act ofiltimate desperation an
beseeching God to intercedpghaps here
Moses prayer may very well have beern
demonstration that God is the sourcdifef nat
Aaron. The very “act” oMoses prayingo God
was what was required to dispel the false ide
Aaron’s immortality,ard not so much performe
for the need of a response from God.

A similar case is as follows. One angel
“punished” as he agribed the miraculou
phenomena of overturning Sodom to hims
and not to God. The Rabbis wrote that stater
to teach a problem with ascribingiracles to
anything bu God. | would explain the twg
Rashis (Gen. 19:22) as teaching us exactly th

0

(Gen. 19:22) “(The angel said to Lg
Hurry, escape there, for cannot do anyth
(destroy Sodom) until you come there.”

Rashi 1: “This is the punishment of t
angels, on account that they said ‘for
are destroying (Sodom)’, and they ascri
the matter (destroying Sodom)
themselves. Therefore, they did matve
from there until they righted, and they s
the matter was not under their control.”

Rashi 2: “Two angles are not sent for o
mission.”[]

event. But as Rashi saithe punishment ofhat
angel was that “it didn't move from that pla
i until it admitted that it had no ability dfs own
oo perform the destruction”. The angelthe
destructive force that overturned Sodomiidn’t
necessarily talk. When the angels said, “we
edestroying Sodom'this means that the force
nature causinghe destructionseemed natural

tiNature (angels) appeared to “claim g
eresponsibility” for Sodom’s destructionjith no
will of God. Thereforejts appearance requir
patorrection, in sane manner. There w
somethingalout what tookplace in Sodomthat
onlookers might ascribe a natural disaste
regbdom,thereby forfeitingthe lesson that it wa
'$n reality, a Godly punishment. Henceno
crdeterrent for future generations would ex
dAngels, or nédural forces,can only function by
the will of God,and not independently.

Before consideringrashi's commentdgt us first
Cearefully study the pasukis intended to interpet.]
The pasulatove introduces the laws dfe Parah
Adumah - the red heiér[d This animal is
slaughtered and completely burnéhél ashes of
ahe heifer,with other ingredientsare required for
bthe purification.dJ Severe forms oBgritual
defilement ar¢reated with these ash

eit The passage describéi®e mitzvah of Parah

plgbove this has been rendered to mean “the law o
the Torah.”"OBut this translation is an
aversimplification.Mhe term chok -asin chukat —
ss used widely in the Chumastitie term gnerally
has three meanings.(In most instances the term
tised to identify the permanence afnitzvah or
slaw. In - fact, the Torah clearly makes this
connection by frequently usirtige term chokn the
gphrase chukat olam a pe r m a nehok.CJFor
example,the Chumash tellsis the observance of
Pesach is a chukat olam a dok for

arhe “natural” appearance of Sodom
destruction had to somehow be corrected

warning to others and subsequent generati
avafuld exist. The fact that the angels “remai
duntil they corrected themselvesiheans tha
within this disaster ordained by Gdtiere wa:
gome element which clearly indicated that it
sof Divine origin. What that was,do na know,
elfut it was part ofhe disastrous processit was
ndre angels these forces which also correcte
the previous error.

Through these Midrashinthe Rabbis teac

dhat although a false idea could be perceiv

both — Sodom’s destructionard Aaron’s
salvation — God insured that both false i
twere corrected.
ngl would add that regarding Aarothe peopl

had to first see Moses praying God, thereby
priming their minds to accept a subsequ
henetaphysical lesson (Aaron on the bed). Wit
Wbe first step ofthe Jews entertaininge ide

dhat Aaron was in fact mortgherhaps the Je
tavould not have related to the subsequ
metaphysical lesson.
aidIn turn this teaches that when God educ
man,aseffectuated via the vision of Aaron d
nen the bed, God works within the confines
man’s mind,ard does not force upon man t
which he is yet unready to accdt.

allgenerations.[1]0 Here, the term chok
aamunicates this idea of permanence.]

ndn some instances the term chrelers to a right
et portion assigned to a person or group by som
authoritylFFor examplethere was a cholk Yosef's
time that the leaders of Egypt were awarded b
&aroh a portion dand.[2](Similarly,the Chumash
tells us that after the death of Nadawl Avihu,
Moshe instructed the remainingoharnim that
despite this tragedy they must still eat their chok -
their portion — from the sacrifices offered that
day[3]

itHowever, there are some instances in which
neither ofthese translations seems appropriate.Clr
fwese casethe term chokseems to communicate
that the law is a decree from Hashem.IFol
examplejn explainingthe laws of Pesach Sheynee
—aPesach sacrifice brought by those who could no
noffer the sacrifice at its normal time Moshe
oexplains that the Pesach sacrifice must be offere
accordingto al of its chukotav -acordingto its
chok.[4]CIn this instance is clear that the term
ichok dces not mean “portioréird does not seem to
be a reference to the permanenctheflaw for all
tganerationsTherefore,in this instance and in other
dases in which the first two translations do not
@lpply, Taagum Unkelus renders the term to mean
ddecree.”

So,what is the meaning dhe term chokin our

(continued on next page)

Page 3
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(Chukat continued from page 3)

passage?Clearly it does not mean “portiorard
there is no obvious reason to assume that the te
a reference to permanence.[dt is not surprigiaty
Tagum Unkelus renders the term to me
“decree.”

It is now possible to more accurately translate
pasukas‘this is the decree dhe torah.”[However
the meaning -ard even the translation — dffie
pasukis sill somewhat unclearThere is anothe)
problem.CWhat does the term torah medrt®L]
term torah is used occasionally in the Chumas
refer to the entire corpus &w contained in th
Chumash.[Howevethis not the usual manner
which the term is used.[Generalhg term refers ¢
a set ofddailed laws regulating ecificprocess.
For examplethe Chumash introduces the lal
regulatingthe offering ofthe Mincha sacrifice with]
the phrase “this is the torah dfe Mincha
offering.”[5]CIn fact when the term is used to r
to the entire corpus ofaw contained in th
Chumash it is likely that the term is beigployed
in a similar mannerThe termTorah —used in this
context —refers to the entire system adtailed laws

Tn'n describinghis mitzvah as a decreee Chumash

Jewishhmes
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rests on authority.JAew is permanent because
rooimes from Hashem.O@ation or right that is
awarded by authority derives its significar
pdhrough the sponsorship dhe authority tha
bestows the right or portion.Cdecree is —by
alefinition —alaw that is based on the authority
the body of king that establishes the decree.[]
This gives more meaningp ou passage.The
r pasukis canmunicatingthat the mitzvah of Para
Adumah —in sane sense is to be urderstood as
hréstingon ard dependant upon the law-givlin
this case the law-giver is Hashem.[In other wg

) iS communicatinghat appreciation ofhe mitzvah
[of Parah Adumah requires that we recognize
wauthority — Hashem who has decreed it.(0Wh
special characteristic athe mitzvah of Paral
Adumah demands this recognition?

erFinally, we ae ready for Rashi's comment

iwvill expose these commandments to criticism anc
ridicule.[The Satan and the nationstag world will
ashallenge the truth & gstem oflaw that includes
commandments that have no apparent purpose.[V/
are to respond that thesmmmandmergt are
alecrees from Hashem and therefomst on His
authority.
Frankly, it seems unlikely that the wily Satan and
hhostile nations ahe world will be much impressed
5 by this argument.These critics obviously do not
accept the authenticity dbe rewelationat Sinai.C]
ri¥&et, we ar advised to respond to their
disparagement with the reminder that thitzvot
are Hashem'’s decrees!
thégain, Rashi's comments on thEalmud provide
al clearer understanding bis intention.[Rashi
nexplains that the term “Satais’'a leference to the
yetzer harah eur own internal evil inclination.[10]C
sl other words,Rashi is describingan internal

Rashi explains that the Satan and the natioti®

fdialogue.The response that Rashi and Tadémud

world taunt the Jewish people regarditigs | are suggestings nd intended for the person the
commandmentThey ask, “What kind ofmitzvah | scoffs at revelation.OInstead, is designed to

is this and what is its reason?herefore th

respond to our own internal doubts.CWhen other:

regulatingthe various elements ofr personal ang Chumash tells us that is a decree from Hashem([&#iticize mitzvot like Parah Adumah that have no

national lives.

So,what does the term torah mean in our pas
It seems unlikely that the term refers to the e
corpus ofaw.[f that were the referendiben pasuk
would mean this is the decreetioé entireTorah —
implying that there is only this one single decreg
the entire system déw outlined in the Chumash
However,there are many decrees included in

are not permitted to cast suspicion upon it.[7]

ukats clear from Rashi's comments that ther
ntkeme odd element in the mitzvah of Parah Adu
that is destined to evoke ridicule.IWhat is
element?any commentaries suggest that
2 fidicule would focus on a specific odd |
regardingthe Parah.(JAs we have explaindlg
tlashes ofthis Parah are used in the purificati

Chumash!OTherefore, Rashbam rejects thi
explanation ofthe term torah in our passage.

process from severe forms tamah.CHoweverin
eir preparation the ashes actually transmit tu

suggests that the term torah refers to the detalleadther wordspne who comes inteantact with
laws presented latter in the parasha concethingand handles the ashes durihgir preparation i
transmission on tumahsgritual defilement -by a | himselfddiled.[So,these ashes which are a so
dead body.[6]CAccordingp Rashbam it seems thabf ddilement are somehow able to rest
the meaning obu passage is that there is |apurity![8]
element within the laws dumah and taharah — However,this does not seem to be the issue
spiritual defilement and purificationthat must bg concerned RashiRashi bases his comments o
regarded as a decre€tis element is the mitzvahtext from theTalmud.OIn his commentary on th
regarding the Parah Adumah — the redeheif text, Rashi explains more fully the difficulty i
This raises an obvious question.0Why is |thumderstandinghe mitzvah of Parah Adumah.[h
mitzvah of Parah Adumah singled out from fhexplains that Parah Adumah is one ibe
laws regulatingumah and taharah and referred tommandments in theorah for which there is n
as a decree7his seems to be the question thapparent explanation or apparent benefit.C]
prompts Rashi's comments.[] explains that this characteristic evokes the critig
Before we can consider Rashi's responge, of the he Satan and the nationghef world.[They
must consider a preliminary issue.[JAs explainetgue that th@orah cannot possibly be truelHg
above, the term chok has three alternativecan thelTorah be true ift canmands us to perforr
meanings.[The term often communicates thenitzvot that have no apparent benefifelthis
permanence of mtzvah.0Sometimes the ter
refers to a portion or right awarded by an authofign@ decrees from Hashem and rest upon
In other instances asin ou passage +# means| authority[9]
“decree.”lIt is unlikely that thdorah would use Let us now summarize Rashi's commerie]
one term in three completelyifferent ways.[l
there some common denominator between thasgecree Reshi explains that this alert is importz
three usages dhe term chok?Clt seems that thbecause this mitzvah is oneaafroup that have n
term chokalways makes reference to a law thapparent rational or purpos@his characteristic

apparent reason or when we ourselves are misle:
iy our own internal desiresye ae to remind
selves that these seemingly arbitrary
hi®mmandments are decrees from Hashem and re
@n Hs authority
w Still, Rashi's comments are difficult to fully
understand.Reshi is describingan internal debate
at may take place within uBdf the nature ofhis
debate remains unclear.@fferson is egeriencirg
alobts about the truth tfe Torahhow will one be
rescued with a reminder that these troubfiiigvot
are Hashem'’s decrees?
rceKlee Yakar provides an important insight into this
issue.[After quotindrashi's commentshe explains
that the criticism described by Rashi is not at all
hatreasonable.[1He explains that we have ever
[@ason to expect the mitzvot to make seride]
Chumash tells us that ifwe observe the
commandments the nations tie world will
i@dmire us.[They will praise is as a wise and
understanding naion.[11],[12]0 This insights
bsuggests a clearer understandingthef internal
ldialogue described by Rashi.[(Klee Yakar suggest
ishat we are to conduct ourselves in a way tha
demonstrates the deep wisdom tbé Torah.O
ViHowever, this very obligation evokes a problem.[]
nHow are we to conduct ourselves as intelligent anc
wise individuals ifwe are required to observe

riticism the Chumash responds that these mitzgotmmandments that have no obvious meaning?C

isigatural to be troubled by this paradox.[n fact,
not be concerned with this issaeggests that one is
not committed to the obligation to conduct one’s

Torah alerts us that the mitzvah of Parah Adumalaffairs intelligently[lt is inevitable that a person

inho takes this obligation seriously willgetiencea
pdeep level oEanfusion.[How do we respond to this
confusion?

(continued on next page)
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(Chukat continued from page 4)

Now, let us reconsider the response discusse
Rashi.00There are two important marks
intelligence.[Firstit is incumbent upon us to try
understand and appreciate the wisdomtref,
mitzvot.0We cannot regard ourselves as

intelligent individuals ifwe close our minds tp

contemplation.But there is a second element
wisdomOWe must have humility.True wisdom
should generate a sense bimility. JHumility
demands that we recognize the limitsoof own
insight.CAhumble person recognizes that there)
some mysteries that he cannot resolve.[Just as
are elements ofhe created universe that d
human understanding, is reasonable to assu

that there may be elementstiaé revealed law thgt

are not completely within human grasfhetefore
by recognizingthe source ofthe Torah we c
resolve our confusio T

[1] Sefer Shemot 12:14.
[2] Sefer Beresheit 47:22.
[3] Sefer VaYikra 10:13.
[4] Sefer BeMidbar 9:12
[5] Sefer VaYikra 6:7

[6] Rabbaynu Shemuel ben Meir (Rashbgm)

Commentary on Sefer BeMidbar 19:2.

[7] Rabbaynu Shlomo ben YitzchakRashi),
Commentary on Sefer BeMidbar 19:2.

[8] Rébbaynu Ovadia SfornoCammentary orf
Sefer Beresheit, 9:2.

[9] Rabbaynu Shlomo ben YitzchakRashi),
Commentary on th&almud, Mesechet Yoma 67
[10] Rabbaynu Shlomo ben YitzchakRashi),
Commentary on th&almud, Mesechet Yoma 67b
[11] Sefer Devarim 4.6

[12] Rebbaynu Shlomo Ephraim Lontshi
Commentary Klee Yakar on Sefer BeMidbar 19
=
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IDOLS
«Whose idol?
sWhen does it

® become an ‘idol’?

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

Malka: What constitutes an idol to be destroyed?
really curiousjs it because it's a graven religious imag
Because nobody actually worships these thiitgs
more like a siddur where you treat it respectfully
that’s it.

Moshe Ben-Chaim: It depends; iagentile createq
the idol, then as soon as it was creatédrequires
destruction. But ifmade by a Jewthen it requires
destruction only after it was worshipped.

Zach: Wow, | guess have a lot idols to destroy in m
own home . . . buygest we be a bit more sensitive
others beliefs. Furtheramcurious who really worship
an “idol" in ou society, today? For examplein

www.Mesora.mg/JewvishTimes

Talmud

DESTROYING

Hinduism, it is thought that the common mind of
humans cannot comprehend the abstractness ar
transcendence difie nameless andrimlessversionsof
God,thus these myriad afymbols,images and “idols”,

as you call themare just thatorly symbols,ard they

are not substitutes for God. Your usehef term “idol”

is careless, insensitive, andanfimatory.

Moshe Ben-Chaim: Zach, Who said Iwas
addressing Hinduism? It may apyd it may not...but
| did not single them out. So your response is invalid.
Where one worships the object or attributes powers
then he/she violates idolatry. Rabbit's fegtigious
objects, harseshoesred bendelsucky pennies/stars,
statuettesard many cultures...the list goes on where
people attribute luckard power to brutephysical
objects. Maimonides classifies idolatroties in his
work the MishnehTorah...required study foretileand
Jew alike. You will have to search out where and when
people violate the “attributing opower” to mee,
physicalcreations violating Torah codes and adhering
to idolatrous tendencies

Kell: 'm confused. Why would a Jew make an idol?
And why would it matter who made tioil?

Moshe Ben-Chaim: Aside from the fact that Jews
made the Golden Calfre question is concernirthe
“theory” of the law, na the practical application. When
a gentile creates an iddf,is at its creation na only
later worship that it requires destruction. Theasonig
is that a gentile has no system (Torah) with wiiieh
might be tempted to refrain from idol worship once an
idol is formed,ard adhere to acbmmand Thus,orce
he makes an idahewill straightaway worship it. But a
Jew has a “last chancel means ofefrain, sohis idol is
not prohibited as ‘“idolatry’urtil worship. Only then
does it achieve that status.

Kell: More confused now...& Gentile has no system
(Torah) then why would it matter ithey worship an
idol.

Moshe Ben-Chaim: Good point,my eror in
I'carification. A gentile doesn't have admpleé Torah”
esystem,is what | should have said. But he must follow
his 7 Noachide lawsyhich include a prohibition on
aitblatry. Now of caurse,you will ask, “If he has laws,
then how is he different than the JewPié answer is,
we are discussing @se when the gentile is an idolater,
and has expressed idolatrous batairherefore,we
state,orce he forms an idolye know he will worship it,
so it already achieves its status as an idol even upo
ycompletionregardless ofvarship. Whereas Jew'’s idol
ihoes not achieve a statussokal “idol” urtil worship,
sfor he may refrain based on his previous adherenc
displayed tdforah.00

Page 5
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@m “Windows to the Soul”

RABBI MICHAEL BERNSTEIN

th rIbt al Pi t.ur Torah that Iplace before you this day?” Hethe may trace backo our cultural inheritance from
e C e Torah states clearly that the nations will marvel Abraham to be seekerstofal truth.

O the wisdom and insight afur “righteous decrees Furthermore, Jewish observance in its totality

Contradiction and mystery characterize tlfehukim) and laws.” How do we resolve thisffers us the perfect path to internal and externa
laws of the parah adumalthe red heifer (19:2), contradiction? harmony. A patial measure ofthe Torah's
“This is the decree (chukas) the Torah which The answer may lie in the phrase “in the eyssccess in its effects upon us is reflected in the
God has commanded saying, ‘Spetakthe of the peoples that shall hear all these decreasyservant community’s significantly lower rates
people of Israel that they take for you the emphasis beingn “all,” on seeing the of divorce, cime, drugs, sthool dropouts and
completely red heifer . . .The Torah commandsdecrees in the context tife Torah’s totality. An other social ills. Historicallyit has also been true
that we burn the red heifer and use its asheotisider who focuses on an individual lasach that other nations and cultures have found the
purify the ritually impure who have come intas the prohibition against shaatnamy find it vibrant Jewish community life attractive. Clearly,
contact with corpses. Paradoxicalfjially pure arcane and absurd. However, he cansiders the the observance dfie Torah’s laws in their totality
people that touch the ashes become impure. entire scope othe Torah,with its integrated (kal) make us wise and insightful.

As quoted by Rashithe Midrash statessystem ofindividual and community life that Although the Midrash states we have no right
(Tanchum&’), “The nations taunt Israedgiing transcends the material world and engendersquestion the decrees (chukim) or search fo
‘What is this point ofthis commandment?’social harmony and a close relationship witheir rationale, many commentators,Rashi
Thereforejt is written as a chola dvine decree. God, he would find its wisdom and insightincluded,do offer various eglanationgor them.
You may not question it.” Although the Midraslsompelling. How do we explain this?
discusses the parah adumadkeshi explains The encounter between Pharaoh and Joseptpparently, we must draw a distinction
(Leviticus 18:4; Yoma 67b) that the concept girovides an indication that the qualities dfetween ascertaining God’s ultimate purpose ir
chok applies to all decrees that invite derision avisdom and insight only emerge when assuingthe decrees and reapirgmefits from
internal doubt. Typical examples are theapproach is all encompassing. After Josefiteir study. It is impossible to penetrate the
prohibition against eatinthe flesh ofthe swine interprets Pharaoh’s dreams without hesitatianfinite and inscrutable divine wisdom behind
and the prohibition against wearirgpatnez, Joseph offers an unsolicited comprehensiMis decrees, just as it is impossitideknow God
garments of wool and linen combined. solution to the problems Pharaoh’s dreamo is one with His knowledge. We are obliged

Apparently, acording to the Midrash,chok foretold. Pharaoh responds by immediately desist from such speculation in humble
decrees may invite the ridicule thé nations. Yet selecting Joseph for the jobfating (Genesis recognition ofour limitations as finite creatures.
we find a totally different perspective in tharah 41:39), “There is no wise and insightful man likidonethelessywe may derive profound concepts
itself (Deuteronomy 4:5-8), “Behold, have you.” Pharaoh uses the exact same womtsl insights from the study tiiese decreesyd
taught you decrees and laves,God, my Lord, chacham v'navon Moses does to desctli® we may ascertain some tife benefits in the
has commanded mehich you are to do within Jewish people who follow all th§orah's observance of God's law. These are what the
the land you are approachitmteke possessionprecepts. commentators seek to disenv
of it. And you shall safeguard and perform themThese resonant words connect these twin this light, we can perhaps discern another
for this is your wisdom and insight in the eyes passages and bringvo thoughts to mind. teachingin the seemingly contradictory law that
the peoples that shall hear all these decvelas, Pharaoh did not consider Joseph wise ah@& parah adumah purifies the impure anc
shall say, ‘This great nation is surely a wise amightful because ohis observance othe contaminates the pure. The contradictiorthisf
insightful people! For which great nation that hakorah's statutes. Even todayhen so many Jewslaw mirrors the paradox ofhe relationship
a God close to it as Godur Lord, is whenever have unfortunately lost their ties to their anciebetween our physical and spiritual sidésyery
we call out to Him? And which great nation hasoorings, they are still considered wise angerplexity challenges our tendency to see the
righteous decrees (chukim) and laws as this eniivsightful people. This manifest characteristjghysical as tharfal reality. O
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Taken from “Getting it Straight

Evaluation

DOUG TAYLOR & RABBI MORTON MOSKOWITZ

| felt awful. a point.
And the worst part was,didn't really have a . "So what's the answer?" | askéugdly.
good reason. "What do you think?" he tossed back.
Oh, | knew the cause. Auwsiness deal I'd "l think | need a different approach,"dad.
worked on for months had fallen through. A "Maybe a different method of aluation
big ore. I'd hatched the idebgatle-fed it, ard "Could be,” sad the King of Rational
watched it grow with promise. Then, just as | Thought. "Or better yetyhy not give up self-
was on the verge qfuting it all together,the evaluation altogether?"
other side backed out. It had nothieglo with | stared at the phone. "Huh?"
me; their financial condition had turned south. "Why not give up self-esluatin
On top of losing the deal, | felt like a altogether?'he repeated. "The only important
hypocrite. Several months aghdd counseled thing is your actions. You're mixing as maost
my friend Bart,a sles repwhen he had cried of usdo - you with your actions. Your actions
on my shoulder after losing kg ore. | told are the only things you can do something
him to recognize that some things are outside about in all ofthis. So lookat them instead.
of our control. But somehowny own advice Forget evaluatingourself. Just lookat what
didn't make medel any better. you did. You've already said that you did
In desperation, tdled my friend,the King everythingyou could to get the deal. Siofell
of Raional Thought. As usualhis response through. That's life. The reason you keep
caudht me totally by surprise. feeling bad is that you keep evaluating

"Do you compete in business?" yourself - na your actions,but yourself -in

"Uh, wdl, yeah, ofcaurse. Everyone does," | light of the result.
replied. "Just imagine,'he continued, "what your life

"Do you feel better about yourselfhen evaluating yourself? would be like if you stopped evaluating
you're winningthe competition or losingt?" | shobok my head, phone and all. '@®ry. yourself. You'd be rid oblame,probably lots
he asked. You'll hawe to help me out.don't get it." of useless guiltard a bunch obther emotions

"Well, when I'm winning, ofcaurse,” Isad.  "You're evaluating/ourselfbased on others,"that don't benefit you. The only important
"Losing isn't much fun." he said. "Ifyou bid on some worlard you question isdid you do the right thing? K§q

"And how do you view yourselivhen you're don't get ityou feel like a loser. Conversely, ifgreat. Ifyou made a mistakéhen analyze how
winning?" you get the workyou feel like a winner. Soand why,ard learn how to dat right the next

| thought about it. "I guessdee myselfasa you're evaluatingyourself based on the time. If you'll do that, yoll'start b feel bettr.
winner; saneone who's succeedinggmeone prospect's decisioifrue?" "And," he added, "you'll enjoy life a lot
who's making it." "Ohh-kay," Isaid slowly."But so what?" more."

"What about when you're losing?" "So your system is flawed,he replied. | tried the King's advice and, week later, |

"You mean, like now?" "Aren't you the same person whether youalled Bart.

"Like now" proposals acceptedr not?" "Hey Bart," | sad enthusiastically. "I've got

| thought some more. "l guess | feel like a"Well, yeah." some more great advice for you. You know
loser; a failure.” "Yet you ewaluate yourséldiff erently’ how you were really bummed out about that

"Take notes,'he sad. "You've just said that | hdd the phone to my ear for a full minutdig sde you lost a few months ago? Wel
you feel like a winner when you're winningvithout moving,digestingit. He had a point. | me askyou a question. Do you feel betighen
and a loser when you're losing. So how are ysiill didn't feel betterbut | had to admithehad you're winning sales, or losing them?3"
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(Costumes continued from page 1)

not say so; clothingakes precedence in th

Jewishhmes

www.Mesora.mg/JewvishTimes

Ego vs. Torah

ihumble,ard does not seehnaudience,or afplause

David, Solomon and Ruth had no “yichusst,

descriptions ofdesired mates. All too sad, girls irfor his good deeds: “And humbly shall you wallineage. Abraham our forefather also had no yichuss

their 30s and 40s have not abandoned this practi
seekingthe costumeasopposed to the person. Th
sometimes pass their childbeariggars unwed,
childless. Irecently spoke with a frum, girl 3ars
old, seeking a $idduch,who too is blinded by suc

immaterial issuesas if they are at the core ¢

Judaism. did not hold my tongudqyut patiently and
politely rebuked her for her focus.

These misdirected young Jews stglgs that are
not commandedard are even punishables we
learn in Zephaniatore of the Prophets. The Na
Zephaniah (1:8) states that God punished ce
Jews for dressing “strangely”. Radak his final
“Yaish Omrim” teaches their sin: these Jews dres
“to appear more righteous than their brethae,
their ways are evil”. Not just wrondyu “Evil".
Zephaniah clearly teaches against the practic
usingou garb to convey our relatively greater pie
One actually loses his or her piety when attemp
to flaunt it.

One may dress as he or she fesisce laws
regulating clothing are limited to cross-dressin
modesty, ard idolatry. Now, if God did not
command us to wear specific garmentsvhich
reason dictates is meaninglesthen we are wrong
to add to God's words. One cannot argue that sy
practice is a “Rabbiniclaw or even a custom, for
“custom” must regulate a “law’na something free
floating. One cannot start a custom to wear gree
Thursdays for this reasoms sich a custom ig
unattached to anyforah or Rabbinic law. S
dressingin black, white, ydlow or orange is up td
the individual,provided no cross-dressiniglolatry
or modesty is violated. Such dress will not co
under the jurisdiction ofTorah, just as wha
vegetable | eat today also is not governetidogh.

However,the conscious act afiearing “specific”
clothingto distinguish one’s selfs aviolation, ard is
not part of Torah. One who is truly righteous

financially ready for

shoulder to make

eyor only God determines truth and delineates wh

Manage Your Finances Wisely:

eryone dreams of the day they will retire. Make sure you

assistance. Or, if you are self directed, we can simply look over

chedbre God”. (Micha, 6:8) God is his only conce

real,ard what is of value. His senserelity is not
human applausdyut God’s word alone. Aruly
hrighteous person will not concoct new ways
fbeing frum”, as he is afraid of violating the
prohibition ofadling to the Torah. Atruly righteous
person knows that God did not overloaiything
when He completed His limitetbrah —limited to
613 laws. Such a righteous persalso knows the
iRabbis were enabled to set fences aroundidtad
riaiws, with no ability to manufacture new law
Righteous men and women never follow
sgriorant masses that violate Torah philosofatsy,
these Jews violated in Zephaniah's times.

Being mare religious than God was in practi
edofing Zephaniah's daysard is still alive and

tingfortunatelythese mislead Jews [t generation
are now today's teachers. Insteadyofing Jews
seeking good reasons to matingy search for faults
yrefusing cendidates, while emphasizing how

who does dress a certain way.” As Zephaniah

“their ways are evil".

ch\&e should seekhe good in others, “Dan es k
eadam I'kaf zechus’ard not seekways to self-
aggrandize ourselves and our religiositigen doing
nsonis wrong,ard passes up fine youngen and
women based on criteria that violate Torah.

b | doubt these over religious young Jews wo
accept those who the greatest Jews married:
married a convert Ruthiyloses married a blach

t Rachav. But these great individuals set example
“true” Torah ideals: judge the persamgt who they
used to bepr what they lookike. God also selecte
Ruth's descendants, Kings David and Solonaan
ghey were righteous. It mattered none to God

Understand & control finances.
Invest for your child's education.
Create emergency funds.

Plan for your child's wedding.
Build a diversified portfolio.
Make a budget and stick to it.

19

those golden years. We provide comprehen

)

sure you are on thatrjgath. Contact us today

718-327-8294

arif @fortunefinancialadvisors.com

FortuneFinancial AdvisorsLic

ras his father served idols, Abraham himseffed
atdsls. Yet, God views the current statethef person,
not immaterial issues like lineage and skin color or
someone’s past. We are supposethimic God's
ofays. Moshiach too is a descendantRofh, the
Moabite. | fear this willbe a ude awakening for
many,but what pople need is exactly this: to awake.
Students are not thinking for themselves. As Rabb
Bachya, auhor of “Duties ofthe Heart” teaches,
“Vayadata Hayom, Vihashaivosecha al Livavecha”,
“And you shall know it todayard placeit on your
sheart”. (Deut. 4:39) This is recited each day in Alenu.
Heabbi Bachya teaches that we are to learn from her
that we first listen to the traditions tifie Rabbis
“And you shall know today’bu then, we must
ceeason for ourselveswhat we hear is sensible, “and
place it on your heart”. Rabbi Bachya teaches tha

thealthy, misleading mare and more Jews. Buione who fails to fulfill the second stegrd blindly

accepts traditionss dang a “disgrace”. Now, ifin
the areas oforah,ore must use his mind and reason
, for himself,why would he be exempt in other areas,
such as seeking mate?Therefore, even i& eacher

righteous they are “for they will not date someonells a student to seeklpy based on external garb,

saidmething upon which the Torah does not
command,then, single men or women would be
phcting disgraceful to follow such a teacher’s
directive, if his or her mind tells them that seeking
garments in place dforah \rtuesis the crooked
path.

The fundamentals of Judaism have been replace
uid schools and yeshivas with a “manufactured
Bdadaism”,na even Judaism at all. éne wishes to
(find a Jewish mate who adheres to Tomh values,

nhdidianite womanard Joshua married former harlothe/she must study tfi@rah, ard not simply follow

subiat ignorant Jews claim to Berah. Ifyou cannot
accurately identify a Jewish idethen you cannot
dseek it out in a mate.

, God's words must replace man's corrupted
tlaations O
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What insures students will remain Jewish? One thing; their conviction in the fundamental truths that
make Judaism, “Judaism.” With missionaries and negative influences deceiving Jews on the internet, we
respond with innovative programs: our “Live Classes” forum enables students to listen and talk to us live,
free. Our Jewishlimes is growing daily. We are making a difference: online, on campus, each day. Judaism’s
tenets give us conviction and Mesoras education of these tenets is bringing Jews back.

Mesora has been visited 320,000 times in just this year alone...but to continue, we need your support.
Whatever you can contribute counts, and its working. Your contribition to the Jewishlimes and our many
programs helps 1000s of Jews globally.

Enjoy this 170th issue of the Jewishlimes, and please contribute, join in the Mitzvah of Teaching
Torah, so you and others may enjoy or future issues and programs.

Thank you.

To contibute to the Jewishlimes, Live Classes, and our many programs, please see this link:

https://'www.Mesora.org/Donate

“Rabbi: One of the students said because of your the website have turned me from distress, to Hashem,
class he's going back to Judaism.” Torah, truth and wisdom. luch obliged, Michael.”
-Colleen, professor; Hofstra University, NY
“Thank you for your lecture to our class — it was, as
“My friend prints the JewishTimes & a group in shul last time, not only informative but thought-provoking
always reads them. They are wonderiul.” and interesting! after listening to the other 20
speakers, I can assure you, these 3 components are

“I camnnot tell you how many times answers from you or  rarely found together.”
Page 9
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To list your group here & on www.Mesora.org/Groups
FREE, email us here: Groups-On@Mesora.org
Subcribing to our collective groups enables us all to

reach 1000s m ore people with i mportant information.
To locate a group online, follow this format:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GroupName

To subscribe to a list, send a blank email to:

GroupName -subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Once subscribed, you are enabled to email 100s-1000s
others with a single email. Expect to receive many as well!
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Regional Lists

Connecticut

« Fairfield_County_Shuls (75) An announcement list
serving the Jewish community and all shuls in the greater
Fairfield County Connecticut location.

New York

« Jewish_Community (1576) The Jewish Community is
intended to combine the efforts of the local "shul" groups (NYC,
Teaneck, Fair Lawn, Monsey, Essex County etc) and create a
single resources for the New York and New Jersey metropolitan
orthodox community for announcements of interest and
common events. Certain announcments are very local in nature
and belong in the local "shul" groups. Other announcments are
regional in nature and should utilize this group to get the word
out on a larger scale.

« brooklynshuls (60) A list for those affiliated with Brooklyn
shuls.

« bronxshuls(53)

« events_for_jewish_women (182)

* FiveTowns JewishCommunity (1595) The purpose of
this email list is to enable local shuls, yeshivot and organizations
to communicate with members of the Five Towns Jewish
Community. The list should be used primarily for the
dissemination of information regarding local shul, yeshiva and
organizational or charity events and functions in accordance
with the list policy posted on this site. It is the hope of the
moderators of this group that this service will bring the
community closer together by enabling the publicizing and
enhancement of the

« FiveTowns Shuls (1345)

« HillcrestOnline (220)

« flatbushJewishAction (81)

« JFlatbushOnline (633) Welcome! This is a group to
allow members of the Brooklyn, New York Jewish community in
Flatbush and other neighborhoods, to communicate. Itis a
place to let others know about events or programs at your shul
or school, religious and cultural events, and singles events. We
can also cover neighborhoods such as Boro Park or Crown
Heights. It is also a place for various neighborhood topics, such
as goods needed or available, different community efforts,
concerns, etc.

« lesshuls (112) Discussion group for issues, topics and
events of interest to the Jewish community of the Lower East
Side of Manhattan.

» MonseyShulsChat (72)

» manhattanshuls (95)

* NYCShuls (533) (NEW)
NYCShuls@YahooGroups.com is an announcement list for the
Jewish community in New York City. The primary goal of the
group is to be an effective tool in the building and maintenance
of our community.

« PlainviewShuls (NEW) Established to enable area
residents a quick and effective means of information distribution.
Please use this new forum to post shul/Torah class times,
announcements, business, share ideas, and converse on
matters relevant to the Plainview Jewish communities. As Torah

Jews we must follow what God demands of us. Let us all strive
to learn more Torah, and practice the unmatched codes
prepared by our Creator. Rising above our personal
preferences, let us achieve something great...together.

« queensshuls (102) A general list for those affiliated with
Queens shuls.

» QueensCentralShuls (44) An announcement list for the
Jewish community and Shuls of Central Queens.

« RiverdaleShuls (541)

« SiShulList (123)

« statenislandshuls (27)

* UWSyoungprofessionals (715) The list is intended for
announcements of interest Young Professionals living on the
upper west side. HOW TO SUBSCRIBE: To subscribe go to
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/uwsyoungprofessionals/join or
send a blank email to uwsyoungprofessionals-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com . INFORMING OF EVENTS: To
get an event added to our weekly e-mail send
grubeyl@yahoo.com information about the event and it will
most likely be distributed to our list.

* WestHempsteadShuls (270)

« WesleyHillsShuls (383)

* WhitePlainsShuls (26)

New Jersey

« BergenfieldShuls (40) Information for and about shuls in
the Bergenfield / New Milford / Teaneck area.

« EdisonHighlandParkBulletinBoard (563)

« EnglewoodShuls (635)

« LakewoodShuls (160)

» PassaicJews (651)

« TeaneckShuls (5958) TeaneckShuls is an
announcement list for the Jewish community and shuls in the
Teaneck / Bergenfield / New Milford vicinity.

« TeaneckShulsUnrestricted (60)

« TenaflyShuls (204)

« WestOrangeJewishCommunity (79) (NEW) The
Vibrant, Diverse, and Growing Jewish Community of West
Orange, NJ USA This mailing list is intended for the sharing of
information between, and communication among, all members
of the West Orange Jewish Community and its many Jewish
Institutions - regardless of religious affiliation.

* WestOrangeShuls (638) (NEW) The list is intended for
announcements of interest to shul-goers in the West Orange
vicinity

Topical Lists

Business

« buscardexchange (22)

* jcbusinessforum (322)

« JewishBusiness (173) Business ethics and practices
according to Jewish law.

« JewishBusinessnetworking (380) A place for Jewish
business people to network, develop leads and contacts,
exchange ideas, find jobs, provide employment, and shmooze!

« JewishBusinessAssoc_Colorado (255)  We have
monthly luncheons to discuss various business topics as well as
Happy Hour get togethers to socialize with others in the Jewish
Community.

» JewishBusinessNetwork (490) Hear Exciting Speakers,
Exchange Business Leads, and Job Opportunities, Promote
Your Business, and/or Come Socialize at Our 3rd Tuesday,
Monthly Meetings, 6:00-8:15pm at the Jewish Community
Association of Austin, 7300 Hart Lane

« jewishwork (334) The Jewish (and Bnai Noach) job
market. For employers and for people seeking employment,
anywhere in the world. On this email list you can announce
positions available, and positions being sought. This list is not
for ads to promote your business, product, or services.

+ UCLAANderson-JBSA (99)

Dating

« Bay_Area_Jewish_Singles (29)

* Frum-Jewish-Singles (101) The purpose of this group is
for Orthodox Jewish singles to be able to get together, exchange
information about each other, post information about gatherings
I singles weekends, to ask questions and possibly be able to set
up a shidduch. You MUST be an Orthodox Jew to join this group
and you will NOT be accepted until you answer the
questionnaire that is emailed to you.

« JDate_Jewish_Online_Dating (50) Are you Jewish? Are
you Single? We have the solution for you! At JDate.com, you
can meet like-minded Jews that are also single! This isn't an
ONLINE dating site full of fake profiles! These are REAL
PEOPLE just like you.

« Jewish_Matchmaker (108)

« jewish-singles (350)

« jewish-single-doctors (28)

* mercer_jewish_singles (294)

Home Life

« 1davening (60)

« 1-JewishComputing (64)

« 1Jewish_Homes (83)

« chiddush (232) Chiddush is an advanced group that
offers Yeshiva-level Jewish scholars (talmidei chachamim) the
opportunity to share original insights into Jewish ritual and lore.
Submissions may be up to one screen long, and must include
traditional sources for reference. Include a statement that the
submission was your own and that it has not been published
elsewhere.

« davening (337)

» Frum-Jewish-Parents (90)

* Gabbai (143)

« Jewish_Cuisine (623)

« jewish-food (1749) Jewish-Food is a moderated list for all
interested in the discussion of GENERAL aspects of Jewish
food which includes the exchanging of recipes, and cooking
techniques of Jewish food using Kashruth (laws of keeping
kosher).

« JewishGeography (334)

« jewishhomes (719)

« JEWISH-RECIPE (492)

« jewish_stitchery (112)

« Jewish_Weight_Watchers (169)

« Vegetarian_Jewish_Cuisine (392)

Religious

« Jewish_Converts (260)

* Teshuvah (123) This is a group for those returning to
Halachik Judaism, or already-frum Jews interested in assisting
others.

« Torah _study (79)

Social

« 1-JewishPhilanthropy (113)  Jewish Philanthropy offers
information about philanthropic activities and surveys of
foundations that fund Jewish institutions. It networks Jewish
fundraisers and donors.

« Jewish_Action_Alerts (178) This is an action alert
listserv for Jews and friends of Jews from around the world to
participate in local, national and international action alerts to
governments, businesses, agencies as they effect the safety,
security and welfare of Jewish people at home, abroad and in
Israel.Groups from which action Alerts will be posted include, but
are not limited to: AIPAC, UJC, JCPA, ADL,
HonestReporting.com, CAMERA, and others.

« Jewish_Self-Defense (841)

* Jewish-Humor (318)

« jewish-jokes (455)

« jewish-american-veterans (83)

« Jewish-Outdoors-Club (1521)

« Jewish_World (428) Page 10




