Fundamentals: Part IV

Agreeing to any idea based on authority,
and not your own reasoning, violates

God’s goal in granting you intellect.

See “Duties of the Heart” introduction, and the Sforno and
Minchas Chinuch on this week’s parshas VaEtchanan
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Weekly Parsha

aklchanan

RABBI BERNARD FOX

“I am Hashem your God that
has taken you out from theland of
Egypt, from the house of
bondage.”[{Devarim 5:6)

Moshe reviews the Decalogue
the Aseret HaDibrot.[Our passage
the first pasuk of the Asere

HaDibrot.[.Hashem declares that H

is the God that redeemed Bn

Yisrael from Egypt.cdMaimonides

maintains that this passage contain
(continued on page 8)
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RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

We concluded the Thre®veeks this past /- 1=
Sunday, the Ninth ofv, commemorating the
40-year desert sentence prohibiting the fi
generation of Jews from entering Israel. Du
their corruption revealed in their fear that G
could not defeat thénhabitants ofCeanaan,
God designated thette for the destruction of
both TemplesTdmud Sanhedrin 104b stateSess
God's sentiment, “You cried an unwarrantgéls
cry, [therefore] | will establish for yoacry
throughout the generations.ha@reby, God
instructed all generations about that, whigl hie
it is truly fitting to cry: back then we crie f
due to the consideration of our physic
might alone — God's promise weighe
none.l] Therefore, God destroyed t@e
Temples to awaken us to what must be @
true consideration: God's exclusivad
—absolute reignard our relationship with
God. Witnessing the dual tragedies on
t samedae, weadnit of no coincidenceard
elearn that God caused thdownfall and
aidestruction of our temples and aion. God is trulyin
control. Our words in the desert were foolighprant,ard

5 demanded a respon3éesha B’Av was that response.
(continued on next page)

Améﬁ 'gtqo [11:1390-1352 B.C
(A Pharao& durlng the Jews bondage)

“His nameresé'hbl@ ‘Amonemhat” that means
*Hewho repeatshiths” Egyptian culture

focussed greatly onfalseViews of the afterlife.
Thetheory of reincarnationiseften.ascribed to

* Pythagoras, snce he spent sometimeiniEgypt

. sudying ts philosophy. Dr. Margaret A: Murray,

‘ whoworked with Professor FlindersPetrie,
illugratesthis Egyptian belief by referring tothe
ka-names of threekings; thefirst two of the
tweIfIh dynadly: that of Amonemhat |‘'meansi

o ‘Heth repeatshirths’, Senusert |: “Hewhose
“Sehirthslive”, and theka-name of Setekhy | of the

- ninetesnth dynasty was “ Repeater of births”

(The Splendour That WaSEgypt, 1949; p. 211)
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When we realize this lossard not before — we

might merit the construction of the third Temp
We arealso to recall the cause of agins during
the two Temple eras, which demanded Gd
punishments: we werddolatrous and we
expressed hatred towards @mether.“Hatred” is
why | mention this introduction.

In our lagt issue of the Jewishiimes, we
continued our series of articles address
Judaism’'s Fundamentals. And when | refer
“Fundamentals”, Idon't mean Maimonides 1

Principles alone, butnany other primary truths,

which contribute to the definition o “Torah
Life”...a life rooted firmly in, ard immovable
from realty. These truths includigleas,mitzvos,
values, Moses’ wordsmaality ard proper
thinking. Yes, proper thinking is a fundamental
Judaism. For upon ital else rests. Ifore’s
thinking is corrupt, how can his life be of valu
What this all has to do with hatred,that one

This was the case recently. On radioRabbi
I@ubicly claimed manyideas in thaame ofTorah,
supported only by others who vocalized the
ddentical vew. He offered no reason for his views,
> assuming his claimaufficed that others accepted.
This Rabbi said suicide bombers are actually
“victims”, na villains. He sad God's justiceis
different than ours as his justification for this
ipgsition. Hesad thatore of our greatest thinkers;
Rabbi Saadia Gaon meant the exact opposite ¢
Bwhat he wroten his works. This Rabbi possessed
no rational argument. He claimed that the bédief
reincarnation is an essential part of Judaiam,
belief never voiced byRambam, ard a belief
Moses’ objected toalong with Sforno (Deut .

30:15,19):
of (Behold, | place before you todajife ard
goodnessard deathard evil.” “...and chooséife,

e8o that yoward your seed live."[Moses says there
are two optionsard oneis mutually exclusive to

must follow what theRabbls taught “AII
arguments for theke | 4; ;

of heaven  will| I
ultimately be sustained:
Which arguments are
for thes&ke of heaven?
Those between Hille
and Shammai. [i.e!
Torah disputes]” | I!
(Ethics, 5:17)0 Tis |
statement endorseJ
such arguments. Many®
people feel all
arguments must be
avoided. Tis is
because people’s ega
are frail,ard they wish |
to be liked by others”
over all else.!
Arguments, they feel
will cause rifts in their
relationships. But this
only unveils the fragilenaure ard worthlessnes
of their friendships. Ifa friendship canno
withstand the concerned rebukeope party for
the dher, then thegaal of sucha relationship
cannot be truth,ard the value ofsuch a
relationshipis questionable, at the very least. T
Rabbis teactdifferently: they wish to see trutl
and theyknow that conversing or hotly debati
an issue wittapeerin the study hall does not le
to personal attacks. Truththe gcal, ard when it
is reached, botiorah students leaasfriends,no
different from when they entered, or debated.
must argue, if hés to arrive at truth, for wel
possess misconceptionard argumentis the
method for ruling our fallacgrd arriving at truth
Furthermore, ibre hears a falsdea being taugh

the cther Thatis, if ore dies, hedces not receive
life, ard if he receives
| life, then hedoes not
= receive dath. If ore
. receives death, ard
. therefore, itis na life,
. does this not refute
. reincarnation? Itmost
certainly does. Moshe
= tells the people that by
. choosing one, you cannot
. obtain the ther.
Therefore,  choosing
. | death means the absence
. of life: no reincarnation.
. Sforno, in explaining the
- | words “life” ard “death”
~ [ ] in this versesys one
|| identical word for each:
Ml “La-ed,” or(“eternally,”
. thereby teaching that the
" “death” Moshe describes
shere, is eternal...no reincarnation.CJMost af,
[ reincarnation is condemned as “stupidid
“absurd” by Saadia Gaon...through rational
arguments. (Reincarnation must be confused
with techiyas hamasim, “resurrection”. The former
he the absurd belig@h anorgoing transmigration of
nsouls from man to maman to beastard beast to
gnan, while thdatter is a ane-time event supported
dby Scripture where the dead will be revived.)
Due to the gravity of this Rabbi's statemeats,
sanctioned by thRebbis’ writing in Ethics of the
OiRathers 5:17 above, | will contend with his words
so others arad misleadard hopefully he too will
admit his error. We must be careful not to speak
from hatred, but to address tegues. This type of
tdispute is warranted,ard must ensue. As the

or expressed, he would be cruel to others to glldample’s objectiveis to be the seat oforah

them to believe it, if he possesses the ability

wigssdom, may our endeavor contribute to the
rebuilding of the third and final Temple

prevent them from error. He must speak out. .
_ (continued on next page) Page 2




VolumelV, No. 43...Aug. 19, 2005

(Reincarnation continued from page 2)

Jewishilimes
Fundamentals

www.Mesora.org/JewishTime

SINGULAR JUSTICE:
ARAB MURDERERS ARE VILLAINS

To briefly recap, th@orahis firmly based in this

fundamental: “What God iso shall you be” (it.
“Ma Hu, af agh”). This principleard value

system is the basis for omiddos, our characte

traits. We learn from here that just God is a

“rachum”, a “merciful” One, so too we are to

reflect His perfection, bynimicking His nercy.
We becomemae in line with reall, when we

mimic realty, i.e., mimicking God. This applies to
all traits we see God exemplifying in His Torg
at O

Therefore, théorah is unequivocally stating th
God “is a certain wayasfar asman’s mind ma
comprehend. Theis noroom for claims that Go
is the opposite, that He views suicide bombe
“victims”, ard not villains. God tells man to ki
the enemymany times, suclasAmalek,ard this
clearly teaches that God wishes man to slml
God's evaluation of Amalek’s evil. THeebbi who

said suicide bombers are “victims” speaks againg®abbi Moshe Ben-Chaim: The perfection o

God. God called them evil, demanding th
immediate death, while this Rabbi expres
sympathy for those who blew up his fellow Jew
O
KABBALA STUDY:
PROHIBITED

Much of theRabbi's false position is Kabbala-reincarnation forms

based. Again, | recap what mggod friend Rabb
Myers cited regarding Kabbala study:
O

“Into that which is beyond youjo na
seek;into that which is rore powerful than
you, do nat inquire; about that which is
concealed from yowjo na degre to know;
about that which is hidden from yalg na
ask. Contemplate that which is permitted
you, and engage not yourselfh hidden
things.” (Bereishith Rabbah, 8:2)

O

The Rambam, after discussideep ideas
regarding Maaseh Breshith anrd Maaseh
Merkava, writes:

0

“The topics that we have discussed
known asPadais (lit. “garderi, or higher
matters). Even though the Tanaain® e
gredt, brilliant people, theydid not all have
the abilitiesto fully understand Pardais.
maintain that one should not visit tl
Pardais until he is first satiated with fsad
and meat”, whiclrefersto knowledge of th
Mitzvot. Even though theegtest knowledgs
is that of Padais, the former knowledg
must come first because;itl)s “M’yashaiv
Daato Shel Adam Techilafeachesore to
think clearly;and 2) it is the good that Gol
has given to all of u® observe in thisvald
and reap the benefith Olam Habah, the
afterlife. Everyone can partake of th

a@euteronomy 17:11, “In accord with tfrah

hareas of law, but not in mandating a phifigo
e onemight tell us to “believesanething.” Blanket
2 belief in a philosophical principle cannot |
elegislated,since it is impossible foranyone to

dhe cannot tell us what to think. Our thoug

> aboutorce we reason a given matter for oursel

revealed Torah, the yourgd the old, mer
and wanen, geniuses awdl as average

individuals.”
“Most people who involve themselvies
Kabbala prematrely suffer geat Divine

g Retribution.” (Vilna Gaon, the “Gra”)

reincarnation is “mandatoryis na orly proven
false, butalso as impossibl&io mandatea belief
without availing us to reasoning for sugbelief
is not possibleard hence, iis na part of Torah.
Thus, theTorah obligation to know God exists,
and that Hes ore, is na commaned separately

“One must not learn Kabbala because ourom a means to achieve thisioaslly. Thatis

minds simply are not deeperough to
understand it.” (BeerHayTave)

lon what | consideforah violations:

Rabbi X: | read withinterest your response
dsome comments published in your Jevighes
s(esl. 4, na 42).0Your denial of reincarnation
llvery disturbing.CJDo you realize this denial

I will now quote additional words to commer

why God orchestrated Sinai. Until | reason for
myself using a proof of God's existence, | cannot
say, “God exists”, or that “Hes One” with ary
t meaning. Therefore, reincarnation, which oppose:
Moses’ wordsard which is refuted intelligently
by Saadia Gaon, cannot form a Torah
tdundamentalCanversely, | have yet to seeyone
offer a bgical proofin favor of reincarnation. All
ishatis heard are claims of reincarnation bereft of
obny proof. And when we have ro proof for

Divrei Torahard rulings of theRebbis places yoll something, we do not accept it as truth.

reoutside the parameters of kosher Judaism?(]
0

diloses is validated by God's incorporation of
sesrds as Torahard the genius and precision
sMaimonidesmind are unparalleled: “From Mos
to Moses,nane have arisen as Moses.” Neit
Moses nor Maimonides suggested truth

O

Rabbi X: The Zohar, Shulkhan Arukiard
practically every other Sage for tlast 800 years
hisolds by thedea of reincarnation and yalid not
okven bother to mention any of them in your
egnaterial.[TThis makes what you wratee-sided
nend dangerous.Iwould go so fsto say that
fou aremisleading fellow Jews by your apparent

reincarnation, letlone this baseless position thaChristian oriented views.O

“Divrei Torah” ora
fundamental of Judaism. As Rabbi Reuven M
taught, Moses would not conceal something
forms a fundamental oforah, nar would God.
Yet, our Torah doesn't mention reincarnation.
only mentions resurrection, which will happer@
specificmamentin time. Additionally, Sforno an
Saadia Gaon denounce reincarnation, Saadia
Gaon goes so faas to call it “absurd” ard
tetupid”. But | will not simply quotea ®urce. |
will quote Saadia Gaon’s reasoning So no roo
left to entertain any possibility for reincarnatic
For orce samething is shown to be foolislan
intelligent person will disregard it.

You also err by referring to the area of Jew
philosophyas subject to “ruling”. Onlyin Jewish
law do Rébbis have jurisdictionas stated in

that they teach yoard upon the statute they t¢
you, soshall youdo, do na veer from thanéter
that they tell you, left or the right.” From here {
I Torah teaches th&abbis have authoritprly in

On this pointawise Rebbi once taught thato

demand you to instantly believe, that which
do not. Yesa Rabbi can tell us how to “act,” b

beliefs and ultimately convictions can only co

iSo again your position that belief in

xt

O
anrRabbi Moshe Ben-Chaim: You just
traindemned yourselisyou omitted Saadia Gaon
and Sforno who denounce reincarnation. \ifidy
Ityou not present their views along with others?
You mustalso accuse everRebbi throughout
time —including your own Rabbis as equally
“one-sided and dangerousard apparently
Christian” for they too wrote their viewalone,
omitting all others. In truth, i& person sees one
midea as truthard anotheras false, he will not
rteach others what he sees are falsehdodait,
Ramban condemned Maimonides’ words on
many occasions. A concerned Rabbi desires whe
ise best for others and therefore teaches what h
mind tells him is the truth. Do youat see your
glaring oversight? The veriRebbis you quote,
themselves argued on others!IYour Own Rabbi
=ldisagree with you.
But in fact, | disagree with your reasoning
heltogether. Numbers provenahing. You must
agree, either yousaurces are right, or Saadia
Gaon is right, but both cannot be right. The
question is, howdo we prove who is right?
According to your reasoning, | should also follow
eall the KabbalistidRebbis who tell Jews to wear
red strings to ward off “evil eyes8ince this too
duas been practiced fa long time, ard by
tKabbalists. Yetarother idolatrous rite that has
tsreeped into Judaism. But we read that the

mélmud prohibits suchidolatrous practice.

d3almud Sabbath: Tosefta Chap. VII) | cannot
follow ary Kabbalistic Rebbi when his words

continued on next page)
( page) Page 3




VolumelV, No. 43...Aug. 19, 2005

(Reincarnation continued from page 3)

violate Torah. | sgy, whatis truly Christian is thig
“plind faith” in reincarnation. For you hawet
demonstrated througéry reasoning, using you
Tzelem Elokim (intellectiary support for this
belief. | amsure if you had any proof, you wou
have already mationed

Gaon’s refutation of reincarnation.
Rabbi Reuven Mann critiqued your wor(
“Maimonides said thadnyone (notorly a Rshon)
who found any erroin his works should make
known.” Thereby,Maimonides validated this ide
that the truth must be followeda the person
Reputations are worthlesso 800 years o
Kabbalists who havea méached Maimonides
level can certainly be wrong. Theeas stand, g
fall, based solelyn the “idea”. Falsehoods are
be rejected, regardless of hawneny Rabbis or
years of belief areon record supporting
reincarnation.
Your support of reincarnation, based exclusiy
on quoting others who accepted it boils dow
your inability to think for yourself. This is a grav
problem with Judaism today: students ac
taught to think independently. They are taugh
blindly accept a geat reputation, whilg
Maimonides’ words abovelisplay him as reg
enoughard humble enough, teaching tlaaione
can prove even a greaind or Rabbi wrong. No
man has a monopoly on correctness; we all err
Think about this; ah young ageRamban was
not the greaRamban, buta nere younger. His
mind then developedrd then ata certain point
years lger, he challenged Maimonides on ma
areas. Now, whagave Ramban that right ta
challenge Maimonides, when aftak, Ranban
was notaryone recognized, until afterwards?
are forced to admit th&amban, orary intelligent
persongid not follow this path where “reputatio
must be feared and go unchallengeit], “Rabbis
never err.” Just the oppositetruth: all men make
errors: “Forman is not righteous in thiand who
does good and does ruin.” (Ecclesiastes, 7:20
Ramban was honestid did not feama reputation,
if he felt that person was wronGan you adnit
that yourRabbis make errorsas King Solomon
taught? | feel this is where the problem lies

Rabbi Reuven Mann's name, Maimonides statéidagrees with you. But you should beore

in his Eight Chapters (intro to “Ethics of t
Fathers”) this phrase: “Accept the truth frg
whoeversas it.” On this point, Maimonidesm
Avraham wrote in his introduction to Ein
Yaakove:[

“We should not claim about Aristotle that-desperately wish to obscure your absence

since he was th supreme master

philosophyard established valid rpofs of
the existence of therézior, blessed be He
and other truths which he demonstrated
found in hisercounter with the way afuth —
he wasalso correct in his views that matter|

it to refute me.
Furthermore, you offero argumentigainst Saadia

It
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eternal, that God doasat know particulars,
and other suchdeas. Nor should we reje
his ideasin tato, arguing that since he wa
mistaken on some matters, he was mist
on all. Rathert isincumbent on us, amall
understandingand wise peopleto examine
each proposition on its merits, affirming wh
it isright to affirm,rejecting what it igight to
reject, and withholding judgment on what
not yet provenegardless of who said it.”

r

ld

Is:

a Rabbi X: Please tell me, who is yo®av, by
what authoritydo you hold?CWould yollike to

reincarnationlih front ofa Kosher Beit Din,in
rJerusalem, perhaps?INo, this is adhreat, but
tgour denial of Divrei Torals fitting for the so
called Conservativard Reform crowdsard is not
) fitting for sameone wishing to be accepted as
Orthodox Rabbi.

ely]

tdrRabbi Moshe Ben-Chaim:If we al judgeideas
eas youdo, based on distinguished lineage (yichu
and Haskamas (third party validation) th
t Alraham — whose father was an idolateard
2 Moses’ offspring who served idols - would 1
| past muster with you. Maimonides was corr

about this: your method efquiring of saneone’s
Rav, ard not judging a person’s words based
their value, would disqualify Abraharsince his
father served idols. Do you disqualify Abraham
O

nyRabbi X: If you wish to attack me personal
this is ofno mater[] recite my forgiveness pray!
every night as part of Kriyat Shema (and

this reincarnation and in previous reincarnatic
nghat is the language of the tefilah).Bieever,your
attack against me under the guise of quo
> Maimonides and Saadia Gaon is unacceptatle
wrong.
g

Rabbi Moshe Ben-Chaim: You mean that
should not quote gre&ezbbis who disprove you
point? | fail to understand what you just wrote.
Init appears you are bothered thstmeone

ndothered by youltack of proof for your position
nfour position is transparently wealas you
fallback to projecting your attackyto me. You
impute to me, exactly what yalo | used reaso
and proofs,ard since you havenane, you

bfeason, bynoving the topic from facts, to persor
attacks. Do you truly think | would not respo
Jidentically to anyone else claiming your ex
giews? Additionally, 1don’t think Hillel and
Shammai would resort to “personal atta(
isiccusations and tactics as yda When they

www.Mesora.org/JewishTime

argued, theylid so to bring out truttard did not
cdefend themselves with statements like “you are
isattacking me personally”. You musts a Torah
akesther,remain loyal to the subjentidter, ard not
bring in personalities.

at Rabbi  X: Maimonides never nmtions
reincarnation as he never mentioned anything
isabbalistic.(0This should not bieterpreted,as
Maimonides holding any views contradictory to
Kabbalah, for this is an unsubstantiated opirasn,
the writings ofAvraham Abulafia attest.

O

continue to discuss this issue of the authenticity dRabbi Moshe Ben-Chaim:Your thinking is not

intuitive: you feel that ifsameone never writes
abouta topic, it means henay even support it?
Isn't it sder to say that when someodees not
write abouta topic, it is because helces not
aecognize it? Your attempt to support your view
with a non-existent text is irrational.

O

Rabbi X: As for Saadia Gaon's clear denial of
sgincarnation.dThis is not to be denied, but rathe
amderstood.[First ofll, Saadia Gaon was a
Kabbalistin his own right.JWe have available
abdaymany of his Kabbalistic writingsncluding a
e@oral. As leader of Bavli diaismand as a citizen

“Follow the truth from who ever speaks it.” Thinkiving in the Moslem world, his works were read

far outside the Jewish commiytilindeed,many
avere oiginally written in Arabic.OlIslam,like
Christianity believes reincarnation to hen

P abomination.OIf Saadia Gaon, the leader of the
Jews were to come oaird publicly endorsea
Weligious position held blasphemous by the
emajority ard authorities, he would have

| endangered his lifard thelives ofal Jews.f |

Mergiveldll those who haveinned against melihwerein his position, Imight also have concealed

rsiowledge of this sacred material, especaitige
the Halakha of the time was to never publicly
tireyeal Kabbalistic material.

O

Rabbi Moshe Ben-Chaim:You have just called
Saadia Gaon a liar. You have violated “Mak-chish
Maggideha”, “denigrating th&orah’s teachers”,
rand you have opened theor for aryone to say
thatary Rabi never meant what he wroie fact,
that he meant the opposite. Additionally, you
commit this crime merely to uphold your pristine
image of yourRabbis, with no honest search for
truth.

Your responsds quite dangerous, that Saadia

nGaon didn't man what he wrote alit
reincarnation. One can equatigy the sane about
> thidse who support reincarnation. Your reasoning i
al) contradictoy, ard 2) alows anyone to say that
neny Ray who wrotearything, didn't mean it,ard
aoheant the opposite! How sird. Equally
dangerous is your view that “suicide bombers are
cidictims.” That is inexcusableard againstary
moral system, and certainly therah. O

(continued on next page)
Page 4
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O

— SAADIA GAON —

“THE BOOK OF BELIEFS
AND OPINIONS™
Yale Judaica Series, Vol. | “The Soul” ch. VIl pp 259

“Yet, | must say that | have found certg
people, who call themselves Jews, profe
the doctrine of metempsychosarcarnation)

which isdesignated by them as the theory| of

“transmigration” of souls. What they mean
thereby is that the spirit of Rubentimnsferred
to Simon and afterwarde Levi and after thal
to Judah. Many of themvauld go so far ago
assert that the spirit ch human being might
enter into the body afbeast or that of beast
into the body of human beingand other suc
nonsense and stupidities.”

“This in itself, howeverndicates how ve
foolish theyare. For they take it for granted
that the body ofa man is capable
transforming the essence of the soul s

make oft a human soul, after having been the

soul ofa beast. They assume, furthers that
the soul itself is capable afansforming th
essence oh human bodyto the point o

endowingit with the traits of the beasts, even

thoughits form be that of men. It wasxt
sufficient for them, then, that thagributed to
the soul a variable nate by na assigningo it

an intrinsic essence, but they contradicted previous existence.”

themselves when thegleclared the soul
capable oftransformingand changing th

body, ard the body capable dfansforming| reincarnation adherents as only “called Jews]
and changing the soul. But suglasoning isa | have found certain people, who call themse
Jews,

deviation from logic.

in theywae lodged in their former bodies.” Thi
ingview is, however, subject to nerous

Jewishilimes
Fundamentals

The tlird [argument they present] i& the
form ofa logical argument. They sayamely:
“Inasmuch asthe Qeator is just, it is
inconceivable that he should occas
sufferingto little chidren, unlessit be for sing
committed by their souls during the time t

refutations.

The first is that they have forgotten what
have mentioned on the subject
compensation in theekredter for misfortunes
experienced in thisvald. Furthernore we
should like to ask them what they conceive
original status of the soul to bewe mean it
status when it is firstreated. Isit charged by
its Master withany obligation to obey Hinor
not? If theyallege that it isna so charged, the

www.Mesora.org/JewishTime

metempsychosis.”[] He calls reincarnation
“nonsenseard stupidities.”[He wishes to exclude
them,na I, from the title “Jewish”. Saadia Gaon
says the exact opposite of what you say.

Now, orce Saadia Gaon demonstrates — using
clear reason — that reincarnation is absolutely false
there are 3 possibilities for your claim that “Saadia
Gaon agrees with reincarnation”:('1) ydd not
read Saadia Gaon and lied that i) imputing
things that Saadia Gaon never uttered, or 2) yo
cannot comprehend what he wratel fabricated
matters in his name, or 3) you understand that h
denies reincarnation, but you claim the opposite tc
meet your selffistard misleading agenda. Either
way, you have erred and sinned greatly; either yo
lied, fabricated, or intentionally mislead others.

How you can say Saadia Gaon meant the
opposite — when he supports his refutation of
reincarnation with reasons and proofs is-
incomprehensible. Banething is based on reason
and is proven, then is impossible that its false,
and itis foolish for you to claim that he meant the
opposite. Your position exposes your subjective
agendaard the absence of homgdf | prove to
you that 2+2=4, you cannot claim | meant the
opposite, for | have demonstrated a truth abou
realty. So too, with his reasoning, Saadia Gaon

anansforms his subjective opinianto an objective
display of how the world functions:i& no longer
hetis view”, but is now recognized as “absolute

istruth”. Similarly, orce | prove 2+2=4, iis no

longer correct to say this is “my subjective view”,
but now, it must besad that this proven equation
weeflects reality”. And to deny realityis as
dddicrous as suggesting that this proof, means it
opposite.

thel
SUMMARY
I conclude witha repetition of these thoughts:
thelife God demands of us is a life where tisth
nnever compromised, but holds the highest status

there can be no punishments for it either, sind&e mustadmit error. We musina be loyal to

it was na charged withany obligationsto
begin with. If, on the other hand, the|
acknowledge the imposition of sugleharge,
in which case obedience and disobedience
not apply bedre, they thereby admit that God
charges His servants with obligations on
account of the future and not at all on
account of the pagt. But then theyeturn to our
theory and are forced to give up the
insistence on the view that mans sufferimg
this wald is due solelyto his conduct in 3

O
Saadia Gaon'’s logirs impeccable. He refers {

professing  the doctrine  of

reputations, certainly, when they are proven
ywrong, as both Maimonides and his son taught.
We must speak oubaginst falsehoods that
dmhtinue to misguide Jews towards a falsified anc
manufactured Judaisrard not the Judaism God
set before Moses. We must feel thataftitle of
“Rabbi” earns thaRabbi an error-fredife, asKing
Solomon taught us.

r Torahis orly perceived by the humble, “Fear of
God is the beginning of wisdom”. (Proverbs 1:7)
Torah demands honesty judgment, “From a
false matter distance yourself. (Exod. 23:7)

Let us all abandon our defenses and strive fo
druth, for thesé&e of truth,ard let our arguments
:¢obntinue to reveal both falsehoods and truiss,
vess the purgaal of the praiseworthy debates of

Hillel and Shammald
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God 1s One

RABBI MICHAEL BERNSTEIN

R its special status among the languages. with avalue of 5,ard the nun, witravalue of 50,
Our Sages understood that #iegularly wise are theonly letters that must be paired with
; nature ofthe Greek themselves to reacl total of 10 ard 100
language would haverespectively. All other letters must be paired wsith
required it to seek adifferent letter to achieve those totals. Fstance,
word for “one” that aleph (1) must combine witlites (9) to reach 10,
would reflect is and yod (10) must pair with tzadi (90) to reach
fullest meaning. Since100. But heh (5) combines with heh (5) to reach
the concept of perfect10, ard nun (50) combines with nun (50) to reach
oneness would bel00. And indeed, the very spelling out of the
i expressed besh the letters heh (composed of two hetwd nun
Recalling theincredible revelation at Mount holy language, the (composed of two nuns) equals #d 100
Sinai, Moses tells the people (5:21), “And yoBreeks would have found it necessary to borroweaspectively, nmbers the Maharal sees as
said, ‘Behold (hen), God our Lord has shown frem Hebrew for their own language. The Greekpansions of the concept of tyni
His glory ard His greatnessard we have hearduse ofa word for “one” similar to the Hebrew Oneness is a concept that permeatedifdhef
His voice from amidst the fire'.” In this verse, wéerm hen indicates thdnguage’s understandingRabbi Akiva. In Pirkei Avos, he summarizes the
encounter theinfrequently used word “hen”,that the Hebrew term is thideal expression of entire Torah in ore sajing, “Love your neighbor
behold. While it seems to add rhetorical flourisherfect urty. as yourself.” This itself expresses tgeal of
we may still wonder if thereis sane adlitonal The Jewish peopleasembled at the foot ofcreating a unity of sorts with one’s fellow man.
significancein its use here. Let us examine thiglount Sinai witnessed the greatedivine Rabbi Akiva is famous (Berachos 60b) for
diminutive word. revelation eveard thereby achieved a singularlgeeing God's unifying will behind all that good
The Tdmud in a number of places (Moedlear perception of God’s oneness. Thewd all that superficially seems otherwise (kol mat
Kattan 28a; Sanhedrin 76b; Megillah 9b¥sponded to this with the word “hen”, behold;avid Rachmana I'tava avid). Only aeong the
translates the word hen as one, because itvith its second meaning ofe, because ilnplied Sages (Makkos 24a) can laughk foxes dart
cognate with the Greek word uni, whiellso that God had revealed His inscrutable Onenessirtaong the ruins of the Temple, for he sees al
means one. This derivation is puzzling. Whizem in a way previously unimaginabléiistoryasa sngle, divinely directed advance. One
should the translation @fword in theTorah be Appropriately, theTorah introduces the ShemaAggadic passage views (Menachos 2Bapbi
determined by # meaning in Greek,a several verses ter, with its famous first verseAkiva as the quintessential exponent of the Ora
linguistically unrelated tongue? (6:4), “Hear O Israel, God is our Lord, God isaw, able to derivdaws from the crowns of the
In The Guide to the Perplexed, tRembam One.” letters in theTorah (tagim), thereby demonstrating
points out that the concept of God's onenass, Upon further reflection, we can discern thie unity of the Written Lavard the Oral Law. In
absolute unity without parts,sanething connection between these two meanings of htie Tdmud's dramatic depiction of his martyrdom
impossible in a physical enty, is virtually behold and onesince to behold something is t§Berachos 61b), his soul departs as he utters tr
inconceivable to physical creatures. Only througlold it visually orintellectuallyasawholein ore’s  final words of the Shema, “God is One.”
the perfection that derives from Torah study cgrasp. Finally, therés arother meaning to hen, According to the Midrash (Mechilta Yisro),
we gdn a progressivénkling of God's oneness.namely “yes”. Wemay connect this, too, to theRabbi Akiva debates Rabbi Yishmael as to what
Pursuit of this rarified understanding afe is a concept of unityn the sense that lnaffirmation the Jewish peoplsad following each command
uniquely Jewishagiration and accomplishmenta person expresses his willingness to acceptgiven at Sinai.Rebbi Yishmael states thegad
But what does hen have to do with the Greeks?incorporatento himself that which he affirms and;yes (hen)” after hearing the positive
We find that theTdmud admires (Megillah 9b)in a manner of speaking, to become one with it. commandments and “no” following the
the Greek languageasribing its beaty, A closer examination of the word hen reveals jigohibitions.Rébbi Akiva contends that thesad
symmetryard wisdom to the blessing Noglave etymological connection to the concepbeé. Its “hen” after all of them. Perhaps Rabbi Akiva
Japheth, the forebear of the Greek people (Genasis letters, hehard nun, themselves refleet intended the full meaning of the word hen: “yes”,
9:27), "May the Lord beautify Japheth.” In factingularityin that hetis spelled with two hehs and'behold” ard “one”. The Jewish people had
Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel is of the opinionin is likewise spelled with two nuns. In Netzadieheld and affirmed all the Ten Commandments
that, besideblebrew,only Greek can also be usedfisrael, the Maharal discerns tisingularity of obligations and prohibitionsas coming from a
to write Scriptureon a Kaf parchment, reflectingthese letters in their numerical values. The haeingle Source, reflecting God's onend3s.
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e Bible

DOUG TAYLOR & RABBI MORTON MOSKOWITZ

"Give me a test," | sad. "Any question you
want. I'm ready."

| was cocky. I'd been studying the Bilaldong
time, ard | was sure | could hand&ything the
King of Raional Thought could dish out. We were )
sharing a take-out pizza when he mentioned that
people often read the Bible without questioning or ks=4
analyzing what they're readinGmvinced that |
never do that, | threw down my challenge.

"OK," he replied. "You're familiar with the story

than Pharaoh, just because rhght be older,
bothered Pharaoh. So that was the first question t
asked."

"Now," he continued, "note Jacob's wise reply.
Based on Pharaoh's opening questian
possibly other information he had already
gathered, Jacob had an idea of Pharaoh
personaty. Remenber, Jacob was no slouch. He
answered truthfully, but played down his life as if
to say, 'Yes, I'm old, but my years have beer
in Genesis 47 of Joseph bringing his fannitip nothing compared to yours.' By his very reply, he
Egypt?" ] 2 : o appeased Pharaoh's concern, then blessed him

"Sure," | said. "I've read it many times." FE : ' gl second time to reinforce that."

"What happened when Joseph brought his fathegy "But that sounds almost deceitful,” | said.

Jacob before Pharaoh, king of Egypt?" he askegs "Not atal,” he replied. "If you found yourseith

"Well, let's see," kad, struggling to remember the cage oh deeping lion, would it be deceitful to
the details. "Jacob blessed Pharaoh. Phasietl tiptoe out quietly to avoid waking him?"

Jacob howold he was. Jacob replied that he was | was practically speechless. "Hosid you
130 ard told Pharaoh how fewrd unhappy his come up with all of this?" | finally asked.

years had been. Then Jacob blessed Phagaioh "From the questions," he replied. "You have to
and left. That's about it." question. Ifa passagdsn't completely clear to

"Very good," replied the King ofRaional my diemma, the King ofRaional Thought your mind or if it doesn'tmeke sense, you must

Thought. "Now, what's wrong with all of that?" answered his own questions. guestion it. It's your questions that can lead you tc
"What?" | sad. "What do you mean, what's "A wise person recognizes and takes inemswers and real understanding. Based on tt

wrong with it?" account the attitudes and personalities of othergfestions surrounding this passage, this
"Doesn'tarything about that story strike yas he began. "Pharach was a powerfubrulacob interpretation is the only one that makes sense."

0dd?" he asked. knew this. Healso knew he was a guest | wanted to continue thdiscussion, but realized
"Like what?" someone else's kingdom and palace. So he attead to get back to work. As we parted toward

"Well, why would Pharaotak Jacob howold carefully ard respectfully. He began by blessingur respective cars, | called arbther question.
he was right away? Isn't that unusual opening Pharaoh, an appropriate action under thé&Does this mean that there are right ways anc
guestion? And whydid Jacob bless Pharaokircumstances. Then Pharaatked Jacob how wrong ways to interpret the Bible?"
twice? And what's all this about Jacedging his old he was. Why was that the first thing on his'Of course," he called back as he headed acros
years were feward unhappy? This guy was anind? Because there are certain people who héngeparking lot.
great sage and scholar. What kind of reply is that®"be the best at everything and can't stand it IfThen that would mean thatme religions are

| was busy eating, which was fortunate becaus®meone has one opthem. Youknow the type. right and some are wrong," | yelled.
| didn't havea clue asto how to anser. Sensing The possibility that Jacob was somehow bettelHe smiled, waved, and was gole.
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positive
command.®
What is this mitzvah?

In his MishneTorah, Maimonides defines th
commandmenasan obligation to know that ther
is a God who is the cause alf that exists.[ltis
clear from this formulation that blind faitn
Hashem’s existencedoes not sdisfy this
commandment.dJd According to Maimonidea,
person must havé&nowledge of the Hashem
existence.

Maimonides also discusses this commandine
his Sefer HaMitzvot.[(IMaimonides wrote this wq
in Arabic.00The sindard translation of the Se
HaMitzvot was composed by Moshe ibn Tibg
The firstmitzvahin Sefer HaMitzvots affirmation
of Hashem.[n Ibn Tibon's translation, thétzvah
obligates us to have faith the existence aiGod
that is the cause oél that exists.[TThis seems
contradict Maimonides’ formulation in his Mish
Torah.OThere, Maimonides insists on knowled
Here, Maimonides establishes a more gen
perimeter for the obligation.OFaitls acequate.
According to the formulation in Sefer HaMitzvot
seems that blind faitis sufficient for fulfillment of
the commandment.

Rav Yosef Kafih offers a simple resolution to t
contradiction.CHe explains that the confusior]
based in the Ibn Tibon's interpretation
Maimonides’ original Arabic.Rav Kafih studied
the original Arabic text of Maimonides’ Sef
HaMitzvot.(OHe naes thatin the original text
Maimonides uses an Arabic word that should

properly be translated as “knowledge".DAccorgEngs interpretation.[TThe Sotéhawoman suspectednot seem very relevant to us.[Thessfortunes are

to this rendering of the original Arabic text, thirg
no contradiction.0Sefer HaMitzvot defines 1
mitzvahasknowing that therés a God who is the
cause of all that exists.

Rav Kafih's resolution of this problem is certainlinnocence ard

reasonable.(0Heever, it does assume that Mos|

e translation of the Maimonides’ Arabic wi

Jewishilimes
Weekly Parsha

ibn Tibon's scholarships flawed and that h
mistranslates the original Arabic.C0Moshe
Tibon was a prolific writerard
: translator.C0 He wrots
translations of
various
philosophical
works.0 He
composed 4
commentary
on the Torah.[|
He wroteon a
commentaryon
a portion of
Maimonides’
M o r e h
Nevuchim.OO In
short, he was a
accomplished
scholar ard
.:_’ translator.JHe wa
well aware of Maimonides’ outloo
and formulations.is likely that he felt hig

econsistent with the author’s intentions.Ui#
appropriate to consider the possibility that
Tibon's translation is accurate.CIf we accept
translation, how can we reconcile Maimonid
formulations?0Whydoes Maimonides insisbn
sknowledge ofthe Almighty’s existencen his
Mishne Torah ard in Sefer HaMitzvot define th
ninitzvah as faith?
rk The arswer lies in understanding lbn Tibon
etranslation.CTThe Hebrew word that Ibn Tibon u
rtaldescribe thenitzvah is emunah.[0This word i

“faith” or “belief”.CHowever,a smple aralysis of

www.Mesora.org/JewishTime

e the Kohen'squery,“amen,anen”. Rashi maintains
bimat the Sotahs providing an affirmation.C0She
affirms that shemantains herinnocence.(0She
2 affirms that she understands the consequences
the test.

Let us consideore final example.[Bnai Yisrael
are attacked by Amalek.CAs long as Moshe’s arm:
are lifted in prayer to Hashem, Bnai Yisrael

a dominates the battle..IMoshe keeps his arms lifte

the entire battleard Amalek is vanquished.(OThe

| Torah dscribes Moshe’s arms as emunah.
NachmanidesfRashbam and others define this term
as meaning firmly established.[Moshe’s arms were
firmly established in their uplifted position.

All of these examples illustrate that the term
emunahard its derivatives area references to
faith or unfounded belief.(Onstead, the term refers tc
na conviction thais strongly established or affirmed
as true.[dbn Tibon was an accomplished scholar o
the Torah.[He probably used the term emuimah
sthe manner it is employed in theTorah.OHis
krendering does not contradict Maimonides
insistenceon knowledge of Hashem’s existence.C
adbn Tibon is indicating that we are obligated to
firmly establish our conviction in Hashem’s
kexistence.0This is completely consistent with
tHidaimonides’ requirement to base the conviction on
ekhowledge.[3]0

a

“Comfort, comfort My people, says your
eGod.”[(Haftorah of Shabbat Nachamu, Yishayahu
40:1)

's This week the fast dfishaBeAv was observed.[]
s@his fast commemorates the destruction of the Bai
sHaMikdash.(OThe Haftorah for this Shablimta

generally regarded as the Hebrew equivalertrefated to the theme dishaBeAv.CTThe Haftorah

begins with our pasuk.OIn this passage, Hasher

the term’s usén the Torah indicates that emunghoffers comfort to Bnai Yisrael.(In the Haftorah, the
tondicates a firm conviction.Cilaes not refer to @ Almighty asures His nation that themffering in
heonviction based upon faith or unfounded beliefs
pe.Let us consideafew examples of th&orah's use| kingship overal of humaniy.(0The land of Israel,
avhlthe term emunah. Yosef uses this term wheerushalayim and the Temple will be rebuilt.

s.exile will end.0The Almighty will reveal His

lIspeaking to his brothers.C0The brothers com
iEgypt to purchase food.[Yosefs Paroh’s regen
rules theland.[He accuses the brothers of spyi
The brothers deny this charge.D¥osef devises

hi® determine the truth.[Heserts that through th
tisst — v'yaiamnu - the brother’s claim will

afstablished.[1]0 Yosef uses a term thata
conjugation of emunahREshi explains that th
eterm used by Yosef means that the truth of

claims will be established.[2]

oréRashi provides a wonderful example to sup,

2 of adultery[1She denies these charges.00J%h
heequired to drink a special potent.CIf sheyuilty,
this potent will killher[TThe Kohen administers t

that she understands
neonsequences of the test.ClThe woman respo

e tdhis Haftorah offers an importaimsightinto the
, observance dfishaBeAv.[In order to identify this
@Bight, an introduction is needed.
teSishaBeAv is a date thats reserved for tragedy.[
sBoth Sacred Temples were destroyed on this date
dMany othemisfortunes befell Bnai Yisrael on this
date.[All of these catastrophes are historical events
Noneis part of our recent experience.Yet, despite
dhe passing of time, we continue oamual
observance ofishaBeAv.[This creates a problem.[
dihie tragedies commemorated DighaBeAv do

part of thedistant past.[CNonetheless, every year we
repeat our commemoration of these eventsslt
aifficult on a beautiful summerday to mourn a

test.OHe first confirms that shmantains herl Temple we nevesaw.[JWe are expected to feel
thgenuinesalness over events that ax@ part of our

daxjuerience.JOthenaions havealso experienced

(continued on next page)
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1 [Now we are preparg
th understand th
drelevance of Tisha
BeAv to our curren
generation.0  Othe
nerations  experienc
hisagedies.J-Theymove
n forward.O0They forge
pithe misfortunes of thg
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(VaEtchanan continued from page 8)

tragedies.[At first, they bemoan thesisfortunes.
However,with the passage of time, the memory
the trauma recedes.OThrtion moves on an
focuses on the presestd future.OWhydo we na
place the past behind us?

Let us consider the problem from anot
pespective.CAssumeaperson looses a parent.[T|
is a terrible experience.d0The bereaved sof
daughteis distraught.[TThe child mourns the par
for a period of time.OHalacha requires twelvpast ard enjoy the
months ofmaurning.OSlowly, thesan or daughter| presentard hope foran
recovers from thdoss.[JMourning ends and lifeeven better future.
proceeds.[Imagine the child could not overcortmm arena fixated on
this loss.C0Thesn or daughter remained fixatedthe past.0We arenct
upon themisfortune.OWe would conclude that thissmembering a
person is ill. DMe would suggest that the child Seigtelevant past traged
helpin overcoming this morbid depression.[Are Wé&/e are
not this child?0Whydo we na overcome our commemorating
sorrow?Are wamarbidly fixated on the tragedigspresentmisfortune. Vg
of the past? arein exile ard the Bait

There are various answers to this question.[MWaMikdash has not ys
will considerore responseTishaBeAv is a day of | been rebuilt. IWe mugSiass
mourning.[1Havever, there is arother element repentin order to endggisd
expressed in our observance of ti@.OThis| our misfortune.0 Injk
elementis evidentin anunusual halachalaw -— | short, Tisha BeAv
of the day.0On the eve ofTisha BeAv, the| should not be regardg
supplication Tachanun is not recited.[4]d0Thss a day that recalls i
supplication is also omitted oflisha BeAv

itself.[5]CThe reason for themission of Tachanun
is thatTishaBeAv is referred to in the Navi as

pastmisfortune.t should be observed as a ala
which wemaurn an ongoing tragedy.[TThis trage
as our own distance from the Alnfity.(lt is a day

www.Mesora.org/JewishTime

know for certain that the cause of slaevent
dwas not ofan Earthly intelligence. They would
ascribe the phenomenon solely to that which

Moed - a festival.00 The prophet Zecharyadhat should inspire us to repeatd restore ou
prophesizes thah the Messianic era, the Templeclationship with Hasheral

will be restored andishaBeAv will be celebrated [1]Sefer Beresheit 42:20.

as a festival.[6](This element of festiviagociated| [2] Rabbaynu Shiomo ben Yitzchak (Rashi), Commentary o
with TishaBeAv is expressed in other laws as wellSefer Beresheit 42:20.

It seems odd thain deference to Zecharyd'3]Based on comments of Rabbi Israel Chait.
assurance weadl these elements of festivity tq4]Rav Yosef Karo, Shulchan Aruch, Orech Chayim 653:12,
TishaBeAv.[We await the Messianic era.[Jt has n# Rav Yosef Karo, Shulchan Aruch, Orech Chayim 559:4.
yet occurred.C.Now we aie exile.[TThe Templés | [6]CBefer Zecharya 19:19.

destroyed.C0Whats the relevance of Zecharya’s

prophecy to our current observanc&ighaBeAv?

The arsweris that the destruction of the Temple
is not merelya historical event.[dts destruction and
our exile represenan aberrant relationship with
Hashem.[TThis is the message of our pasuk and th
Haftorah.OWe are the Almighty’'s nation.JQur
redemption and the restoration of the Bait
HaMikdash arenevitable.0The Messianic era |is
only delayed by our own failure to completely
repentard return to the Almigty.JJWith our| Whatis the concepintended by the numerol
wholehearted teshuva - repentance -[] tirees the parsha states that the Jews heard
Messianic era will arrive.[] speak from the midst of the flames?

[This is the reason for the presenceadéstive| The reason why God created the event at Sin
elementin the observance ofishaBeAv.dJThis | a voice of words emanating from a fignountain
element reminds us that our fasting is in responséstas follows: God desired that this evenaipeoof
a current tragedy.0We havet yet repented.[1o all generations that tA@rahis of Divine origin -
Therefore, we remain in exilard the Temple not man made. Theore elementin which a
remains destroyed.0We can convéisha BeAv | biological organism canndive is fire. By God
into a festival through changing our behaviors pogtating a voice of "words”, meaning intelligen
attitudes! emanating from themidst of flames,al would

WHY FLAMES?

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

controls the elements, that being God Himself.
Only the One who controls fire, Who formed its
properties, can cause voices to exidire. As the
hsounds heard by the people wereirdgélligent
nature, they understood this being to be the
intelligent, and metaphysical God.

The purpose of theorah’s repetition was to drive
home the concept, whicls supremeard more
essential to man's knowledge than all othet
concepts, i.e., that God gave faah, He created
and controls the universeard that He is
metaphysical.

A question was asked, "Why would the people
not err and assume God to be fire itself?"

We see the first words heard from the flames
were "lamthe God who took you out of theed of
Egypt". This means to say that tBeuse of the
miracles in Egypis now claiming responsibility for
this event at Sinai. The fact that there weodires
Isn Egypt shows that fires nat indispensable for the
@erormance omiraclesal claimed by the voice at
Sinai. The Jews therefodid not view the fireas
alzawl, as they experienced miracles prior to this
event without witnessing any fires.idttrue there
was a pillar of fire, which led them lmjght, butas
we dona find fires connected withl miracles, we
conclude that firés na the cause of thosairacles,
or of revelation at Sinai. There must s@nething
cexternal to fire, which controls tHaws of naure,
and is above nature. That can only be the CrEhtor.
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RAV JOSEPH B. SOLOVEITCHIK

TERRITORIAL COMPROMISE

Translation of a five-minute segment of the Rav’s 19 7ha|acha.T o visitliivrei tzaddikim is importantike

Teshuva drasha (although the drasha was summariz¢dfiekomos hakedoshim.Ol will tell yoa cret--it
“Al Hateshuva”, this portion never agared doesn't mater under whose jurisdictionihe Kotel

From[Arnold Lustiger) Hamaarovi lies--whether is under the Ministry of
U Parks orlunder the Ministry of Religions, either way
“l dan't intend here to engage politics, but this| no Jew will disturb thelSite of the Kotel Hamaarovi.
is a matter that has weighed heavily uponsinee | Oneis indeed on a great spiritual levellif he desires
last June. Bmvery unqualified to assess the extetd pray at the Kotel Hamaarovi. Butmany
of the deliverance that thRibono Shel Olam mistakenlyBelieve that theignificance of the
accomplished on behalf of Klal Yisrael and theictory lies morein regainingfthe Kotel Hamaarovi

RABBI DANIEL MYERS

Question: Rar Soloveitchik zt’l maintained thg
regarding territorial compromise, the people, ral
included, must defer to the judgment dfe
authorities. Why then do marigymen and rabbis
alike, who consider themselves Talmidim of Re,
reject ard protest the disengagement plan?
Mr.Yaakov Gross[]

Rabbi Daniel Myers: The Halachic Sugya a
disengagemelig quiteacomplicated one. Icludes,
but is na limited to, the MachlokeRambam-
Ramban regarding Kivush Haaretz, (&&nban’s
list of Mitzvot Asai in his Pairusbn the Reambam’s
Saifer Hamitzvotan aralysis and application of th
Minchat Chinuch’s commentamgn the Mitzvah of
destroying the seven nations, (Parshat V'etcha
Mitzvah 425)ard a thoroughinvestigation into th
military ard political ramifications of territori

p

exchange. Such sudy is beyond the scope of thisnot alreligion of shrinegrd it seems from this thd

essay. Havever, we will rephraseard address th
specific question raised here: Can one who foll
the psak Halacha of thRav protestagpinst the

disengagement, or must he humbly submit to|tbencept ofkedushas mokom, this is the B

greater authority of thgovernment?{Editor’s nae:
thiswill be addressed at a later tinfeor now, wewill
reprint the Ravwvords)

tcorrect--this was better articulated by him than m
DiRRbbis in Israel regarding the ultimaignificance

fRachel's tomb.Ol understand the holiness of

eKotel Hamaarovi is very deaard the Har Habayis

maach mare than manyQOreligious journalists w

Jewish victory over those who hate Israel. iBuhy
opinion, the greatest deliverancey the greate
miracle,is simply that Hesaved the population

than the fact that illion Jews weresaved, ardthat
the Malkhut Yisrael was saved. Because really,
Jewdces notheed the Kotel Hamaarovi tolifieei

Israel from total annihilation. Don't forget that th¢in front of) Hashem. Naturallymikdash has

Arabs were Hitler's students, Amalekd in regard
to the Arabs theris aMitzvah of utterly blotting ou
Amalek’s memoy. Today, they are Hidr, they want
to uproot the Jewish peoplerd it is possible tha
Russia is together with them in this regadthe
status of Amalek falls upon Russia as well.

The blood congeals when one considers
would have happened to the Miw, to the hundred
of thousands of religious Jews, of gedolei Yisrae
to all the Jews in Israel for thateter--"thereis no
difference™--@ll Jews are Jews. This is the grea
salvation--butalso that the State itself was sav
Because even if the population would remain al
but if God forbid the fate of Israel would fall, the
would bea wave of asimilation and apostasip
America as well as in all Western countries.
England | heard thaRahchild said that Israel
victory saved Judaism in France. He 100%

of the victay.

alSeparate kedusha whigh lifnei Hashem. But
thereis a Ifnei Hashemidhich spreads out over the
entire world, wherevestJewdoes notsin,wherever
a Jew learns Torah, where\eedew does mitzvos,
“minayenisheshnayim yoshvim ve’oskim beTorah
hashechinah imahem”--through thelentire world.

vhat want you to understandglve praiseard thanks
5 tolthe Ribono Shel Olam foliberating the Kotel

, Bamaarovi and forlliberating and for removing all
Eretz Yisrael from the Arabspthat(itnow belongs

itéstus. But Idon't need to rule whether we should

edivelthe West Bank back to the Arabshar to give
iile West Bank to thelArabs: viRebbis should not
rée involved in decisions regarding thelSafetyd
security of the population. These are merely
IHalakhicltulings: these decisions aaenatter of

5 pikuach nefesh for thel@éntire population. And if the
government were to rule that thefety(of the
apgpulation requires that specific territories must be
returned,Mhether issue a halakhic ruling orna,
their decision is theldeciding factor. If pikuach

But ore thing | want to say. These reasongfesh supercedes all othraitzvos,(iilisupercedes

constitute the primarySalvation behind the Six [
War. Indeed, we rejoicén the [captureldf] the
Western Wall,in the Cave of the Patriarchdan

Kotel Hamaarovi. | studied KodshimiSince | wa
child: Kidsha le'asid lavo , kedushas maka
kedushas[] mechitzodifnei Hashem--these al
concepts with which | grew uipthe cradle. The

Dajl prohibitions of theTorah, especially pikuach
nefesh ofCthe yishuin Eretz Yisrael. And all the
silly statements | read inthe newspapersre
timirnalist says that we musgive al thelferritory

5 laack, arother says that we musgive only same
neerritoryack,arother releases edicts, strictures anc
revarnings not to givel@nything back. These Jews ar
> playing with 2 million lives.

| will sayffhatasdearasthe Kotel Hamaarovi is,

D

ishiery dear to me: | understand the kedusha perheges2million lives of Jewsl@renare important. (We

have written so much about the KotellTHamaa
But we exaggerate its importance. Our Judais

it lies in thelinterests of the Ministry of Religions|
Wistitutea [foreign]i@oncept of holites in Judaism
-a concept we never had. Wideedhave thg

Hamikdash, [but]graves arena mekomos
hakedoshim. As importarats kivrei tzaddikim(dre

ndhave to negotiate with common senss, the
ogecurity of the yishuvirequires. What specifically
mthese security requirements ardgi'tiknow, | dan't
itunderstand these things. These decisions requil
talmilitary perspective, whiclone must research

- assiduously. The bordersfthat must be establishe
2 should be based upon that which will providelthore
aisecurly. It is na a topic appropriate for which
Rabbis shouldlrelease statements orRidsbinical
conferences.”]

they arena holy. Perhaps therés a dfferent

—Rav Joseph B. Soloveitchit
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“Jewish Terror Fiend
Killed by Mob Justice™

THE CONTINUED
INDOCTRINATION OF
ARAB YOUTHS
INTO TERROR AND
MARTYRDOM

THE ARABS ARE NOT
COMPLYING WITH
PRESIDENT BUSH'S
DEMAND TO END

TERROR.

WHAT IS THE
PRESIDENT'S NEXT
MOVE?

WINTER

The above headline was screaming its way fi
the front page of the New York Post, rigihto the
hearts and minds of the Islamic consciousr
Jewish terror fiend...avenged by mob justice?

Never before throughout of the thousands
terror attacksha the hundreds of murder fes
committed byindividual Arabs, have we ever be
so poaliticallyincorrect to call any of these Arab
Islamic murderers Arab or Muslim “terror fiends
nor were we ever to read anywhere the respon
the Israelis were associated with the word “justi

What happened in Israel is a deeply regrett
incident bya nentally disturbed person. Nats
Zada,anlsraeli army deserter who in his defian

www.Mesora.org/JewishTime

Israeli Coexistence will come to an end due tc
“Israeli Terror™.” This is from a man, whose hands
are still dripping from the blood of the countless
Jewish victims; ranging from thmassacre of the
Israeli athletes during the Munich Olympics; the
defenseless wheelchair-imprisoned Klinghaard

the many otherinnocent victims of terror; that
Abbas as the right hand man of Arafat had a han
in the planning their murders.

It is atypical, inborn reflexarti-Semitic snmear
that has absolutelpahing to do with Israel or
Zionism; to condemn the whole Jewish people
regardless of where thdive or whether they
consider themselves Jews only throaghligious
affiliation and not througimaionhood. That when
a crimeis committed bya sck individual who
belongs to the Jewish faith that the criminal is
described even in pro-Israeli publications as a

rodewish Terror Fiend.”

The othermgor difference between thiasane

east by Natan Zadayd the acts committed by Arab

and Islamic terroristsis that this act of murder was

obt treated byary Jewish organization with the
tglowing hero worship. No one was calling Natan-
edada a “martyr’,na was he buried with the
ofanfare ofahero,nar was therary hugemametary
»"reward awarded to his familgisis the case at the
selbgith of Arab or Islamic terrorists. Instead, the
celewish communities around the world were
ableating the act witlso much embarrassment; that
nit was difficult to even find a cemetery to burry his
aemains. I

of the planed pull out of Gaza by the IsraeliOn the other hand no one should confuse th

government; wenbn a nurder bingeard killed
four Israeli citizen of Arab ethnigi

The general Arab reaction to thiling of Jews
or Arabs by terrorist actss alays praised an
labeled “martyrdom for the cause of Islam.”
contrast, the members of the Israeli governm
trampled over each other to attackrfierophones
to express their condemnation of the attack
their regrets about its outcome.

stupid and wanton act by sck man with the
malady ard possibly suicidal act by the Israeli
government of unilateral abandonmentaofital
dterritory withoutary type of reciprocal act by the
IRalestinian authority that claims to be committed tc
ediprocess of peace with Israel.
Even Yonatan Bassi, tean handling the Israeli

agovernment’s controversial plan to evacuate
settlements in the Gaza Strip, can osdy that

When a Jordanian soldigressacred some sev
or eight young girls with his sharp-shooting sk
we had headlines reporting tlaatordanian soldie
went berserk and that was it. Nat s$ngle
accusation was charged against the Jord
government.

When an Egyptian soldier opens fiiea goup
of Israeli tourists and kills seven of them, it w:
regrettableincident; without aryone trying to
exploit the tragic evenard turning it into and
additional point of friction in thdong standin
Arab Israeli conflict.

Today, the Palestinian President; “the pe
loving Mahmoud Abbas” who doesn't even try
disarm the terror groups of Hamas, Islamic Ji
and any of the other Palestinian terror
organizations, had the nerve to call on Israel,
Disarm Settlers' Gangs' before the Palesti

eronly time will tell whether itis anidea that can
llHring Israel and the Palestinians to a peaceft
solution of their conflict.

The realityis that weakready have tharswer:
nser ten thousand people ndenstrated by
chanting “today its Gaza, tomorrow its Jerusalem.
We alreadyknow that such Jewish stupidityly
valll embolden the thinking of the Arab worlard
will effectively bring the borders of terror closer to
Israel’'s heartland.

The besindication of whais in the heart of the
Arabs,is thatna orly thatal the Jews alive have
te leave Gaza, but even the dead ones have to
tdisinterred and reburied in Nitzaning rew
ametery inside of Israel.

t The messagis clear...Dead oalive, Jews have
‘o placein lands under Arab Administration.
idPromising...isn't it
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and said, “Boom.”

Hitlers
Mein
Kampf

Distributed by Arabs
to their youth 1975
and 1995

Minister  Ariel  Sharon’
“Hamas takes advantage of
dire economic straits of t
Gaza families by offering t
careard feed for their childre
while  concealing

organization’s truemaives.

Hamas
Summer Camp

RABBI SHEA HECHT

Imagine if an ad for summer camp read, “Gi
your children a summer of enjoyment! Let th
learn a skilll Teach them to kill.” It would &
shocking, wouldn't it? Thed is imaginay, but just

summer camps is comparable to Hitler's yo

groups.” Though dan't daubt that the parents

poor, its hard for me to imagine that they

unaware of the camp’s mission when they send

children there.

It's difficult for me view these camps as harml

in the face of comments from Hamas officials sag

eGaza leader Mahmoud al-Zahar who said th
eispite of the shaky truce with Israel rightw, they
ewill continue to attack Jewish settlements in the
Bank until the Jews leave. Hdso said he remair

as other specialty camps teach children various §
according to a recent “San Francisco Chroni
article there is a camp that teaches children to kill

killsyoted to the destruction of the State of IS
leltogether.Résing these children to be future suic
bombers fits Hamas' view of the future.l

According to Israeli Prime

spokesman,Rdanan Gissin|

the

The indoctrination in these

Why do parents send their children away | toActually, the Hamas-sponsored summer camps

summer camp? Mostly because of the things theglldouble-edged sword. These children deserv

mother aboutsol can't comment if that specific rule
is smart omd, but | run summer camps ankriow
thatmaost camp rules were createdCbased on specifi
expeiences, parent complaint or expectation, or for
hechld safety’.] Summer camps donineke
enonensical rules and regulations.

D Regardless of the sensibility of the rule, what
message was this motlggving her child about rules
and authority? At the end of tlily, what was she
telling hersm about her own rules and authority?
She trusted the camp enough to senddmethere for
utivo months, yet by speaking negatively of camp
eules shammediately put the authority of trzelilts

anavolved in her son's care in question.

theirhis incidentga me thinking. The summés san
coming to an end and school will be starting again
&hildren attend school for ten months of the year.
Schools make rulesame rules are universal and
tsome are exclusive to a specific school. bt
school rules make sense to every parent. Yet, whe
Vestrents challenga shool's rules, what are they
saying about adult authority?

ragEducating our children from books is the school's
desponsibity. Educating our children to be respectful
mentschen - whichs mare important than book
leggning -is our responsibity. | have heard parents

> dhe that educational institutions toddgn't do their

gain from their sty in camp - particularlyin a| chance to enjoy the camaraderie afsaimmer

job ard that children areaa acequately prepared for

specialty camp. The camping experience teaclksperience while exploring their talents and abilitighe real world. Yet hownany parents haveiven
children how to getlong, how to follow rules, how Hamas, by providing what would otherwise &e serious thought to their own responsibility to prepare
to work problems(dut with their peerd how to| luxury for thesekids, is getting away with feedingtheir children for their schooling by opening their
clean up after themselvesyong other things. Beingthem poison that will unavoidably bring furtheminds and hearts to ttalilts that will teach them?
away from homeard on their own, helps childrgnsickness to the region. When the children are finistidolv many parents fail that course, thereby coloring

mature.

with al their years in camp, they are full-fledgetheir child's entire educational experience?

Summer camp has a particular uigaSince no| members of Hamas, ready to sacrifice themselves &arents chose their children's school carefully.
one has their parents with them children get to [deaicide bombers.[Palestinian children as young a<ften the choicés made by viewing the end product

with each otheon anequal keel. The poard rich
are equalized. Everyone has thene bed,sane
cubbiesard same foodard everyongyaes home t
thesane “house” everyight. Most children find it t
be anamazing experience, which thégok forward
to all throughout the school year.

The “San Francisco Chronicle” article told ab
summer camps created by Hamas terrorists f

@ mi poor children of the Gaza,
"li indoctrinate the children to
" suicide bombers.

The children attendin
Hamas summer camps le
! all theskls that other childre
M |earn in camp plus more. Th

i also learn songsncluding an
intifada song urging them

they arein the name of G-d.”
At ore beach camp, attend
by approximately 100 childre!

his shirt. When asked bg
reporter what it was, heriled

“kill the Zionists wherever

an instructor had a webbed I
strapped to his stomach, ungeswimming anyway. Head his parents have stupidauthority -ard surprisingly enougimany times that

have tried killing Israelis. in&kes me wonder: Wh
summer camp did they go to?

There areso many different summer camps &
around the world many of them with their o
specialty: swimmingglancing, arts, horseback ridin
or even religion. Yeho summer camploes what the
ttamas camps do - takes impressionable child an
theld him into a murdereld

- School Rules

e
RABBI SHEA HECHT

m
On visiting day | traveled to camp to see says.
ewVhile sitting and speaking with my children,
overheard a child telling his mother abong of the
ocamp rules. His mother repligd,quitea bud voice,
"What a stupid, insensible rule!"

Later thatday without realizing | had an interest
ethis particular child, mpa pointed the boy outrd
n,said, "His mother told him he camgb swimming
ehecause ofan alergy to chlorine, but heyoes

rules.”
| didn't hear which camp rule the child told

t- the students leaving the school. By questioning ¢
school's ora teacher's authority parents hinder the
lkchools from doing their job efidding and shaping
wieir children.
0, In today's day when disrespect for authastgo
rampant the best thing a parent can do for thei
dchildren is to support those authory. When a child
walks into a classroom his attitude - which
important to the atmosphere afclassroom -s a
reflection of his parent's attitude. From my own work
in the classroom as well as from speaking to anc
advising teachers, know thatmare often than not,
teachers get to witness tidd adage ?the apple
doesn't fall far from the tree'. At PTA when teachers
bet to meetmany parents for the first time, they
understand their student's behavior - be it positive 0
negative.
Children who are educated by their parents fa sit
a classroom witlaproper attitudeyan themcst from
their imein school. Parents will find that theyan
from this attitudeas well. Children will haveno
respect for authority when their parents disparage the

disrespect ofauthority transfers to the parent's
hisuthority as well - especially in teenag€lks.
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Reincarnation

Meaning, ore is held responsible for what je Reader: Not everything works in a method that

Joe: | agee with your claim that thelea of
reincarnation is not Jewish, but | question y
interpretation of pasukim.Fanstance “I place
before you todaylife ard goodness and deatid
evil,” which youinterpretasfinal death.COThats
OK for the case of choosing death, but wdas
it mean to choose “life"2Could onena interpret
that “life” in this context means reincarnation; t
is, life overard overagain?1dan’t see howlogic
forces the conclusion you draw.[]

Secondly you point to Karassproving the eng
of the saul therefore foreclosing the possibility
reincarnation.J OKagnin, but could onena
logically conclude thatorly those subject tg
Karasedan't come backard others do?CAgain
don't see howogic forces your conclusion vers
one that proves reincarnation.]

| look forward to understanding how the
pasukim conclusively prove your point.[]

—Joe Rinde

O

Rabbi Moshe Ben-Chaim:Joe, lagee. You
ask a good questioayd a further explanation i
required. Let us consider: Moskad one might
chooselife or death. You suggest that perhg
“life”, refers to a cycle of reincarnations
However,let's analyze this: Reuven sirsd then
returns as a reincarnated “Shimone”. Bhide
Shimone is Reuven's corrupted soulnov
reincarnated to fix (tikkun) his past life’s flaws.

Now asShimone, Reuven reads ff@aharew,
never recalling his pasfe. In it he finds reward
and punishments for what he mdstNOW. But
reincarnation proponents argagninst the plain
meaning f theTorah: they suggest that even
Shimone is sinless now, he will receiv
punishment because @ past life’s sins, as
Reuven. So a sinless Shimone find him
receiving punishment for things he ne
committed!TThis violates Toraard reasonard
why you cannot read that verse that “life” mear
cycle of reincarnations.

Reincarnation is the opposite of what @arah
discusses everywhe@d wemay use Job (lyov
as an example. Jab snitten with blisters from
head to toe; hiest his wealttard children,ard is
accused byore of his close friends that h
deserved what befell him due to his sin. ibsists
that heis sinless. But oufTorah says “What is
hidden (sins)s God's,ard the revealed (sins) a
ours and our children’s...” (Deut. 29:2

orecalls, “they are ours” to atone for. But for
hidden sins — those we forgotraan is exempt
God does not punisiman fora $n that he forgot

repenting. Thus, according to reincarna
proponents, that whicman forgot — even ifa
hatrevious life were tenable — his na held

one must atone for any forgotten, previous sing
But keepin mind that just becauseany people

pEcho a beliein reincarnation oarything else, this

does not place the burden of proofthose whd
bnever considered reincarnation real. o3é
| suggesting something not vocalized by

L§\ritten or Oral Torah are the@e’s who deviate;
need notdisprove reincarnatioran idea neve

seefore proven, jusike | need notisprove the
existence offire-breathing dragons. For th
reason youlatter question is also answeré
suggest that, which thBorah did not, is na the
proper method of proof. If | follow youine of
reasoning, | too can suggestmething; that

sanimals are reincarnatedince Karaseonly
applies to man. But you see, this is fa
pgasoning, which leads to a corrupt view of tg

So wedo na follow this path wheraryonemay
suggest, “since is nd ruled out, itmay be true.”
No, we admit truth to only that which is proven

As one final thought, when anyoimeour Torah

experienced any punishment, whets theTorah
say the cause was: a previous, coriifet as
5 another person, @currentsin? In all cases, is
thelatter. God always punishes a person in this
for his sinsjn “this” life, asthis is theonly life we
iach have. This is so cleam innumerablg
einstances in Torah. | will leave you wittame
additional statements of the Rabbis

selfChazal said, “Yaakovard Moshe “lo mase”
¢did not die”. Only certain peopldidn’t die - na
ALL people. (And even this is metaphoric, for
STarahsg/s Moses died at 120 yearsagg.) Thus,
all others do in fact die.

Chazal said, “Repewire day before your deatt
But does oneknow when hedies? No, therefore
repent everyday.” Chazal teach thésedeath.
Why repent if one returns?

e “Rabbi Tarfonesad, ‘The day is short, the work
is great, the workers afazy, the reward is gret
and the Ownels impatient’.” (Ethics, 2:15) Now

rd ak you, how can Rabbi Tarforsgy “the day is

B¥hort” if one returns via reincarnatidl?

an can comprehend.
O
Rabbi

Moshe Ben-Chaim: With this

and on which heis humanly incapable off statement, yoadnit of arother method. But how

aan you adnit of that which you cannot
“comprehend”?
0

accountable. So théorah refutes this view thgt Reader: Many Ashkenazim are taught that we

.are born with faults that wdid not correctin
previous lifetimesard now we have to correct
them in this lifetime, or run the risk of either
having to come back yetgin, or maybe chas

| v'sholom not meriting even the permission to

busturn and tryagpin. The Chofetz Chayim writes
that a person should never complain about his
situation, like being lame, becauseany times a
neshamalin shamayim begs Hashem Yisborach
g0 allow him to return and be born again under
certain difficult situations thatmight help him
overcomesins hedid in a previous lifetime.
Thereforeaperson should be aware that his own
problem may have been something HE
HIMSELF ased for before being borin order

Ity correct sins ofprevious lifetime. Furthermore,
ithe Steipler Gaon wrote etterin which he told
someone that the troubles and painks keffering
are probabha lkapara (atonement) feins hedid

in a previous lifetimeard he must be mekabel
(receive) those yisurin b’ahavah.”

Rabbi Moshe Ben-Chaim:And Saadia Gaon,
Sforno, ard MosheRabbeinusa otherwise. So
|ifeow, howdo you decide whom to follow? The
answer: we arend to follow a “person”
(regardless dflistinguished reputations whiclad
not belittle) but rther, we must follow “truth”.
This mode of following the lead to which you
adhere,is crippling Jewishminds. When faced
with the question of following Moshe or the
he€hofetz Chaim, Jews are dumbfoundeds
understandablga But this dilemma is borne out
of the poor teachings of today’s leadersthey
.train students in the falsehood thayone witha
title of “Rabbi” is infallible. But this is strikingly
false, as our Torah exposes theins of Moshe,
Aaron, ard all errors of our leaders. As a Rabbi
one taught, “Torah has no hero worship.” Had
pJews followed this “follow the leader” thinking
during the times of Jeremiah, they would follow
those Jewish prophets who followed Bea,
idolatrous cult. They would stumble, with your

(continued on next page)
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(continued from page 13)

opinion, sging, “we must follow the prophets.

Yes, the Jewish prophets followed idoja as
stated in last week’s Haftorah of MagsNow, if
God called “prophets” false, then someone titl
“Kabbalist” has no monopolyon truth. |
personallyknow a case where Kabbalist told a
close friend that he would wed in that yeer] he
did not. I know of arother case wherawoman

went to a “Rebbeard asked if her cancer-smitte
sister would survive her ordead the Rebbe

said she would...but she did not, and died.[]
As we stated, when Moshe told the peopl
live properlives, hesad “And chooselife”. This
means that the correde is that whichore must
“select”, he must use his free will. Now, #s
proponents of reincarnation claim, tima# may
return as an animaphemay besarificed on the
altar,ard this will atone for his previous life’s sin
where in the slaughter ofan arimal is man
following Moshe’s words to “choodée”™? Where
is man perfecting himself via his free will, ah
animal has no free will? From whene our

ed a

these matters:irst learn them frontradition
- which coversall the commandmenta the
Torah, their principlesand details -ard then
examine themwith your own mind
understandingand judgment, until the trutl
becomes clear to yoard falsehood rejected
asit is written: "Understand todagnd reflect
on it in your heart, Hashem is the G-d in
heavens aboveyd on the Earth below, ¢ne
is no other". (Ibid, 4:39)

n

[Reader: | do na have to bring a proof that
reincarnation is true. I'm not even trying to make
you believein it. I'm just sa/ing that we must be
careful of how we speak about the Gedolai Torah

nl amsure you will agree tha&ebbi Shimon Bar
,Yochai, the Arizal, thdRanchal,ard the Shelah,
even if they weremistaken about reincarnation,
heid not violateary principles of thelorahard said
nothing that was against tiierah. lamsure you
will agree that they were not heretics.

O

¢ td.ook at what he writes, “examine them with yq

own mind, understandingyd judgment, until the
truth becomes clear to yoard falsehood rejected
This means thatre is to reject that which his min
says is false. And man cannot operate otherwisg
if you seesamething as false, you cannot fg
syourself that itis truth! Even if stated by Rabbi.
God recorded Aaron’s disagreement with Mose
prove this very point. And Moses was wrong. Aa
did not simply follow everything he heard, but
used his mindard detected in Moses an errarg

urRabbi Moshe Ben-Chaim: My discussion is
not aboutlabeling someoneas a heretic, or
.condemning anyrebbi in specific, other than the
dRabbi who spread falsehoods on national radio
>Wdhen this Rabbi said suicide bombers are
divictims” ard not villains, that God judges man
differently than what He writes in His Torah, that
saliens roam the Eartlayd that reincarnation is a
rdforah Fundamental and disbelievers are “place
n@utside the parameters of Judaisariyjone who
knows the truth must speak outislintolerable to

precious Torah, upon which we are forbidden ttwen conveyed this to Moses. Moses acquiesced.a trueTorah student to alloies and fabrication

add or subtract,do these proponents
reincarnation find God saying that He chan
man to an animal and returns him tcshwificed?
This idea is alien to Toralard defies all reasor
and as Rav Saadia Gaon statedabsurd” ard
“stupid”.[]

O

ReaderWhat the Chovos Halevovos says the
in what | seejs that we should follow our ow|
reasoning in order to UNDERSTAND what t
Rabbis sayna that on the basis of our ow
understanding wenay disagree with the Gedol
Chachomim. Quite the contya We may NOT
disagree with the Gedolai Chachomim.. But
must use our own sechel to understand what

say. TheTorah says “Ahrai rabim lihatos.” When

the mgority of Gedolai Torahsgy samething,
that's who we are supposed to follow. Certal
we cannotsy that the mgority of Gedolim
believe in something that is against Tiosah.

O

Rabbi Moshe Ben-Chaim:As | already stated

we follow the mgority asa neans of deciding

“halacha”, Jewisltew, na what we are to knowas
a truth in philosphy. Chovos Halevavos says th

“Devarim 17:8-10 states: "l case shoulg
prove too difficult for youin judgment,
between blood and blood, between plea [gh
plea, between (leprous) maakd mark,or
other matters oflispute in your courts, yo
must act in acardarce with what theydl

you. The verse doext say simply accep

themon the authority of Torah sages,...a
rely exclusivelyon their tradition. Rather,
(Scripture) says that you should reflect

your own mind,ard use your intellect in

of [
gefReader: | think that the fact that such Gedol
believed in reincarnation tells me that ther@very
,good reason to believia reincarnation, even if
don’'t know what that reason is.

O

Rabbi Moshe Ben-Chaim: So you deny King
2i®olomon’s words thatl men err. Whats worseis
nyou also earn no rewardsyou do na follow what
hgour Tzelem Elokim says is real and true. You
nabsenminded,ard say, “whatever hsgys is truth.”
aBut that is foolish, for sucha gatementis
meaningless. I asif you sg, “whatisin that black
vimox is of value”, when you have nevémoked

tiveside.

about TorahOto go unopposed. Abraham our
nforefather spoke out for this very reason, for his
concern that truth be revealed.

In generalary Rabbi should be praised for his
earnest work in caring for thminds and hearts of
his fellow Jews, or proven false when he ests,
others arena misled by reputation alone. My
concern is how we are to arrive at truth. And what
| have heard thus far from the followers of
arincarnation is no intelligence whatser.
Conversely, theonly saund reasoning has
emanated from Saadia Gaon, Sforno and Moshe
for they expose reincarnation as riddled with

problems,ard in violation of God’s words. You
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| thank Rabbi Adam Berner fanany ideas
and references contained in this essay.[]

Chazal (Avoth 5:20) write that KorachsfE

dispute with Moshe typifies the Machlo
Shelo L'shaim L'shaima dspute thats clearly

Adato to the noble one of Hillel and Shamai:
1. The satement in Parshat Korac

haveary dialogue with you) which Datan and
Aviram made to Moshe, after théatter | should be in this maen]
requested a meeting with them, typifies the3. Weidentify the next level of Machlokets
Machloket Shelo L'shaim Shamaim, where fheonflict management.” Here the two sides

parties (or partysimply do nat want to discus$ attempting to discuss thissues and arrive

or debate thassue. The position is already| some kind of mutual understandin
foregone conclusion, tHmes have been drawncompromise orresolution, but aresimply

and the fight has begun. This conflict usu
results in Sinah, hatreéd has plagued Klg
Yisrael eversince the times of the Chorbg
(Yoma 9b)J

2. We term the second level of confl
‘unmanageable conflict.’” Here, the ty
disputants cannot establiafunctional, working
relationship, ard decide to part ways in
friendly, courteous mamm. This is typified by
the dispute betweervraham and Lot, when
the two had a widga in their ideologies and
deedsAvraham suggested that the two par
separate from eachther, but offered Lot hig
help if it would ever be needed. (Braishit 13
Subsequently, heaved Lot’s life when thdetter
was taken hostage. (Braishit 14:16) He
related to Lot, budid not want to maintain
daily, constant relationship with him. I&
divorce in a relationship must aur, ideally it

ligcapable of achieving thegoals. They mus
Isettle-at last temporarily-for  conflic
mmanagement, where they haa resolved thei
issues but agee to have a functional,
atnanageable relationship for the time being. 1
vonay apply to a couple, to a parantl child, etc.
whenthey, unfortunately, cannot see eye-to-¢
aon certain importantssues but theyagee to
continue the relationshipn a cordial and
erespectful marer[]

4. The fourth level is known as confli
tiessolution. Here, the two parties involved w
through theiiissues until they resolve théssue,
-@ither through Hakarat Hachait, (understang
that a mistake was made), clarification @f
stittisunderstanding omiscommunication, etg
aOften, the Mitzvah of Hochaiachochiach Et
Amitecha (Vayikra 19:17), rebuking a fellg
Jew, is essential for the resolution. TH

approachis evidentin the Machloket between
Avraham and Avimelech when Avimelech
unintentionally took Sarahsawife. Avimelech
was quite critical oRvraham forallowing this

to happen until théatter pointed out his critic's
flaws. At that point, Avimelech backed oéfid
accepted blame for the decrepitiety that he
was responsible for. (Braishit 20:9-11) They
then continued their warm and friendly
relationship. (Ibid. 20:14-17)1

5. We will call the final level of Machloket
‘conflict-growth,” where the two parties actually
seek out conflictin order to refine their
positions and insights. This is characterized by
the Gemara in Baba Meziah (84a). The Gemar:
states the following: [

“Rav Shimon[thesm of Lakish passed away,
and Rav Yochanan grieved after him
considerably. Th&®abbis said ‘Who shall go to
bring comfort to his mind?’ Thegrswered that
Rav Elazar Ben Pedat should go, forisea
brilliant scholar.’Rav Pedat wenard sat before
Rav Yochanan.To every satement ofRav
YochananRas Pedat would respond that there
is a Braita supporting his positiorRav
Yochanan eventuallgdd to him: “You are
supposed to bdike Rash Lakish; when |
would makea gatement to him, he would raise
twenty four objections, to which | would give
twenty four arswers,ard as a result of the
debate we would have deeper understanding
of the Sugya, the topic undetiscussion.
However, you constantlysay ‘we learned a
Braita that supports you.” Of what ussethis?
Do | na alreadyknow that | havesad well?!”
Rav Yochanan would go about, tear his clothes
cry ard say ‘Where are yowsm of Lakish']
rend he would scream...and then he passe
taway.”

g, This may be the explanation of the term,
Aizer K'negdo (2:18), referring to a wifasa

I helper who is against her husbarad,nost
paradoxical term at firsglance! (SeeRashi
ibid.) It is possible to say that this is not meant
in a hostilemanner; raher, it refers to natural
‘hisfferences thata couple-whoselives are
thoroughly intertwined-will have, in many
yareas oflife, which, when dealt with properly,
will hopefully lead to growthmaturity ard
heightened spirituaij.[T]

A relationship, whether familialsccial or
ceconomic, can partake afy of these levels.
brieven if ore senses that he ‘stuck’ at ore of

the first levels, he should never have Yaiush,
iRgsuming that the relationshgpdoomed, Chas
V’shalom. With hard work and help from
.Hashemanindividual can gradually transform
the naure of the relationship from “Lo Naaleh”
wSinah, hatred, to one of growth, mutual respec
iand loved
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