
thejewishtimes
worldwide

Boston
Chicago
Cleveland
Detroit
Houston
Jerusalem
Johannesburg
Los Angeles
London
Miami
Montreal

7:19
7:24
8:00
8:07
7:39
6:58
5:32
7:15
7:53
7:33
7:34

Moscow
New York
Paris
Philadelphia
Phoenix
Pittsburgh
Seattle
Sydney
Tokyo
Toronto
Washington DC

7:36
7:28
8:37
7:31
6:50
7:51
7:54
5:13
6:06
7:55
7:37

Download and Print Freewww.mesora.org/jewishtimes

(continued on next page) (continued page 5)

e

Dedicated to Scriptural and Rabbinic Verification
of Authentic Jewish Beliefs and Practices

Shoftim
Weekly ParshaWeekly Parsha

Volume VIII, No. 31...Aug. 21, 2009

1997
2009

YEARS

www.mesora.org/donate

A Judge Must Accurately 
Apply the Law and Effec-
tively Evaluate the Credibil-
ity of the Evidence

Do not pervert judgment.  Do not 
show favoritism.  And do not accept 
a bribe – for a bribe blinds the eyes 

       Judaism
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of the wise and perverts the words of the righteous.  
(Devarim 16:19)

-

does Moshe make this change?

that a judge who decides a case 

rendered meaningless.

commentaries observe that this phrase seems 

consistent with truth!

needs this insight to assure that his decisions are 

-

the evidence.

(Shoftim cont. from pg. 1)
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-

The Responsibility of Witnesses 
in a Capital Case to Carry-out
the Execution
The hand of the witness shall be against his first 

to put him to death, and only afterwards the hand 

 (Devarim 17:7)

in such cases.

there is no separate mitzvah that requires 

-

-

crime.
Gershonides seems to disagree with 

-

The Commandment to 
Appoint a King
When you come to the land 
that Hashem your G-d is 
giving to you and you occupy 
it and settle it and you will 
say, “Appoint upon us a king 

like all the nations that surround us”, you will 
place upon you a king that Hashem your G-d 

Moshe relates to Bnai Yisrael the command-
-

-

-

passage is addressing this need and creating the 

-

-
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(Shoftim cont. from previous page)

(continued on next page)

We are Required to Choose Knowl-
edge over Superstition

-
heartedly. 

the people to be whole-hearted in their commit-

that Moshe is instructing the people to reject all 

Nachmanides takes the same approach as 

-

-

Nachmanides is teaching us that there is no 

in magical predictions are inconsistent with 

requires that we make a choice between these two 

The Role of the Sages in Establishing 
Customs

According to law that they will teach you and 
the judgment that they will tell you, you should 

(Devarim 17:11)

be noted that this pasuk includes a positive and a 

individuals believe that customs are somewhat 

-

between our obligation to observe a Rabbinical 

-

that customs continued to emerge within Bnai 

-

was not a valid minhag and took strong 
measures to halt the practice.

-

custom.
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(Shoftim cont. from previous page) (Tarnished cont. from page 1) TruthTruth

Melachim 1:1.

we not ignore our senses. Recalling Revelation at 

Not Judaism

depicts us as witch doctors. 

primitive acts.

-

realizes he or she has not received what was asked. 

Two organizations that rob desperate Jews in the name of Torah
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(continued from previous page) TruthTruth

Determining True Torah Ideals

issues? 

and introspection were the correct responses. Not 

recalled their acts and detected their still un-

those wishing to perpetuate nonsense.

determines absolute truth: care about what 

Maimonides teaches. 
Jewish voodoo...no surprise it didn’t work. Had these Jews read this week’s Parshas Shoftim,

they would have learned that God deplores and prohibits all such superstitions.
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NoahidesLetters

Flying Rabbis
Reader: Recently, there was an attempt by 

some "Rabbis and Jewish mystics" to eradicate the 
swine flu from Israel by chartering an airplane and 
flying over Israel. On the plane, they blew shofar 
and trumpets and recited Tehillim. A video of this 
spectacle was aired on Fox news. 

There are many bothersome things about this 
event. 

God and our sages have instructed us on the 
appropriate methods to beseech God in times of 
distress. These include repentance, prayer, acts of 
charity, and fasting. Any practice outside of these 
is artificial and is not part of the Torah system. 
Why did these Rabbis feel it necessary to do 
something different from what Jews have been 
doing for thousands of years? How does flying 
around in an airplane over Israel help the 
situation? Even more, if they claim that this 
method will bring about healing, why limit their 
flight to Israel's airspace alone? They should have 
flown over every country to rid the planet of swine 
flu! And what a waste of money spent chartering 
this flight, which could have gone to worthwhile 
charities, or even to help those suffering from 
swine flu! These shenanigans are just another 
example of man's attempt to feel in control of his 
environment. People invent their own ways to fix 
a bad situation, which are devoid of any reality 
principle (such as cause and effect). It is a tempo-
rary fix, since the emotions are momentarily 
satisfied that all will be well after I perform "such 
and such" activity. But because these activities 
lack reality in the physical and metaphysical 
world, they do not fix the situation. If anything, 
they might increase the suffering, because the 
people have strayed from God's will by engaging 
in such nonsense.

Watching this video is saddening. What has the 
Jewish nation come to? We have sullied ourselves 
with heretical acts that are foreign to the ideas 
outlined in Torah. This most certainly removes the 
title of a "wise and understanding nation." (Deut. 
4:6) 

As we approach the High Holidays, let us adhere 
to the true methods that can change an evil decree. 
Teshuva, tefilla, u'tzedaka ma'avirin et roa 
hagezera, "Repentance, prayer and charity avert 
the evil decree". These three require real personal 
courage and strength. They are not quick fixes. 
Rather, they bring a person to an awareness of the 
Creator. 

This method alone is truly worthy, through 
which we earn God's mercy. 

Did God Do It?
Steve: Hope all is well. This question is 

really a continuation of a question I asked a 
while back regarding "Duties of the Heart." 
and bitochan...it concerns hashgacha (God's 
Providence).  Maybe my confusion regarding 
this area has to do with my definition of 
hashgacha Klalyos (nature) and hashgacha 
Pratyos (an individual's Providence).  It is my 
understanding of the Rambam, that hashgacha 
Pratyos is dependent on the level of the person: 
the higher the level, the greater the extension 
of hashgacha Pratyos.  Conversely, one who is 
not on a certain level, God may determine that 
he/she is not under hashgacha Pratyos (or 
could be and not be at varying times). 

If my understanding on the above is correct, 
then this is where my confusion comes in.

Here's a perfect example of my non-clarity.  
Yesterday, I was listening to a lecture on 
Tefilla, Rabbi Chait has given.  In it he says, 
that the first two brachot of shemoneh esrei 
deal with God and his relationship with the 
Avot (the mention of the avot means Gods 
hashgacha).  My understanding from the 
lecture is that one of the benefits of tefilla is 
that it brings the person back to a rational state 
of mind, where he realizes that he must ask 
God that certain chance factors go his/her way 
so that they will have success.  Because the 
shemoneh esrei, reiterates the proper perspec-
tive, that without hashgacha man could have 
no success....is that correct?

If the above is correct, then this is my confu-
sion.  Because the Rambam states that not 
everyone is under hashgacha Pratyos, in fact, 
very few people are, so actually, with that 
thinking, the tzaddik, who is under hashgacha 
Pratyos, is rational to rely on God and have 
bitochon, and should take no credit for his 
successes, but the lesser person, who may or 
may not be under hashgacha Pratyos, may be 
rational in taking pride in his successes,  and it 
is irrational to have bitochon and rely on God, 
since I am not under hashgacha Pratyos. (I do 
know this cannot be correct, but am I making it 
clear why I am confused?)

Now, as I said in the beginning, maybe I am 
unclear of what is meant by hashgacha Klalyos 
and hashgacha Pratyos and that is the root of 
the issue.  I think it is safe to say that God is 
aware of every action/thought of man (that is 
spoken  of frequently in the liturgy) even the 

?Letters
Mesora invites your questions, 
letters in response to articles,  
your own thoughts, or your 
suggestions for the JewishTimes.

“The only poor question
is the one not asked.”

 Email us:
letters@mesora.org
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receive/be under Hashgacha Pratyos, then how 
can we have bitochon or trust in God?  That 
seems irrational. It seems that we could be 
totally on our own against the forces of nature, 
and if we succeed, then it has to do with our 
actions and maybe the laws of nature...but not 
God's intervention or help (or maybe, since we 
have no way of knowing).

Rabbi: We never know for sure of God 
created a change to help us...unless it is an 
overt miracle. Yet, Tefila makes senses, as we 
do pray, because we understand we need God's 
help in large and small ways.

Steve: We said that we can never really 
know what comes from God and what doesn't. 
However, wouldn't it be wrong if we did not 
thank God for everything both "good" and 
"bad," neither, which we know with our 
limited perspective and sometimes distorted 
value systems?  It is easy to see that if tomor-
row I won the lottery for 10M dollars...I'd 
probably throw a gala kiddush in shul giving 
thanks to God for his good graces (BTW, we 
know from Koheles that this windfall could be 
a punishment, which could bring me away 
from the correct and worthwhile path, and we 
have all read stories of ruined lives and 
relationships that come after someone wins the 
lottery).  Now, something "bad' is harder to 
thank God for and see as hashgacha, but what 
if a person loses his fortune...ultimately, this 
may lead to humility and a re-prioritizing of 
value, which may be for the ultimate good.

If we didn't thank God for the "bad" we 
maybe very shortsighted and this "bad" could 
be hashgacha and the supposed "good" could 
be chance or hashgacha in the form of a 
punishment. 

Wouldn't it be wrong to benefit from some-
thing that came from God without giving him 
credit and thanking Him?  If so, and we can 
never know if something came from God or 
not, maybe we must assume that it did and 
give thanks...thoughts?

Rabbi: We can thank God for the "possibil-
ity" that He did in fact cause a specific good in 
our lives: whether we win a lottery or obtain 
good health. And we should also thank God 
for punishments intended to correct us. But 
without an outright miracle, we cannot say for 
certain that God in fact performed any act. 
However, we can thank God for the universal 
laws that contribute to our success...for He 
created these.

But we must be careful not to cross the line 
where we say "all is Bashert"...wrongly 
assuming God is running every moment of our 
lives. In such a case, we forfeit responsibility, 
when we can in fact correct our errors. 
Baselessly assuming God delivered some evil 
in our lives, we attribute it to Him and not our 
own doings. This prevents us from seeking out 
our errors that could have prevented those very 
problems in the first place. For if God does all, 
and not us, then there is no free will, and no 
reward and punishment. But we know that 
God's system is in fact one of free will and 
reward and punishment. Hence, we must fully 
agree that all of our actions are determined by 
ourselves alone. We cause most of our pain as 
Maimonides teaches. (The "Guide", book III, 
chap. XI, XII) God is not micromanaging 
every act in our lives...also as Maimonides 
teaches  (ibid, book III, chap. XVII) . But God 
does intervene with man, whether we grasp it 
or not...and this all depends on our 
perfection...as Maimonides taught.  (ibid, book 
III, chap. XVIII)

non-tzaddik,  and God may produce meetings, 
circumstances, and things we may call  
"chance" factors--is this correct? Is this 
hashgacha Klalyos? This awareness and 
involvement in the life of man?  If so, am I 
thinking correctly to assume that hashgacha 
Pratyos is really a kind of "protection" that 
God extends, not necessarily 
awareness/involvement.  So if I am in the 
wrong place at the wrong time, then God, if He 
chooses, can extend hashgacha Pratyos and 
"protect" me, or He may choose not to extend 
hashgacha Pratyos, and I will face the natural 
consequences.

I realize that this is not very cogent, but I am 
hoping that I was clear enough for you to spot 
my dilemma.

Rabbi: Hashgacha Pratyos refers to Divine 
intervention, either the suspension of natural 
law (Noah's Flood), or the introduction of 
factors which nature would not have 
introduced, like boulders falling from the sky 
on the Jew's enemies in Joshua's time.

One not under Hashgacha Pratyos is not 
necessarily correct to take credit for his 
success since many factors outside of his own 
actions contribute to his success, as Rabbi 
Chait taught. Conversely, this very person may 
also suffer from Tsunamis since he has no 
protection...or he may escape, by chance.

God's orchestration of meetings, circum-
stances, and things we may call  "chance" is 
not Hashgacha Klalyos (nature), but Hashga-
cha Pratyos, since He is altering what would 
have occurred, for the benefit of this high-level 
person.

Steve: I am still confused. The Rabbi's 
purpose for creating tefilla was not only for a 
tzaddik, correct? 

Rabbi: Correct.

Steve: If what Rabbi Chait is saying that 
one of the purposes of tefilla is to bring man 
back a rational state, in which he realizes that 
his successes are not due to him, but due to 
hashgacha, and we are asking God to make 
chance factors go our way, then I think you are 
saying that if God involves himself and 
initiates these chance factors to "go our way,"  
then we are under Hashgacha Pratyos.  

Rabbi: Correct.

Steve: But what if we are not on the level to 

8

(continued from previous page)



Volume VIII, No. 31...Aug. 21, 2009 www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

PoliticsPolitics

9

-

-

our government has taken bold new steps to 
-

who have a long and struggled relationship 

-

approach to managing and running the people 

there is a deep philosophical debate between 

-

supreme knowledge or the ultimate state in 
-

nize mankind has a certain nature that must be 

established on the middle path that each 

-
ment to make such a determination as it inher-

reveals a deeper message (whether intentional 

-

politicians conduct their business as legislators 

government involvement on a micro level. 

-

-

-

can see the inherent corruption that comes 

that the balance between guiding man towards 

-

pursuit will be evident and proportionate to 
-

(continued on next page)

Torah Perspective

a Call for 
Action
Mordy Oberstein
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-
ment has determined to whom we must be 

-

collected. 

-
ing that government intervention on a large 

the qualities to succeed that have been embed-
-

highest magnitude and it is ironic that this 

occurrence.  

-

government mandated healthcare and policies 
such as cap and trade (limiting how much 

the corruption and injustice that has become 

surprise that God and his nation should be 

us show the world it is we who love justice. 
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Talmud Yoma 38b quotes a verse in Proverbs (3:34) “To the 
scoffers He scoffs; but to the humble He shows grace”. This 
teaches that if one wishes to sin, Heaven does not interfere; 
he is scoffed at since he scoffed at God’s laws. But if one 
wishes to repent, he is divinely assisted by God’s grace. The 
Talmud also teaches that sin numbs a person to the evil of 
sin, that each sin allows him to sin more easily next time, and 
even allows him to affect his reward in the next life.

We wondered 1) if God helps us repent, why won’t God 
prevent one from sinning; 2) why do we even need help 
repenting; and 3) what connection is there with the following 
statement that sin numbs man to its evil? 

We concluded that God acts only to assist man, so when 
man sins; he veers from cases in which God intervenes for 
man. He is left alone. We also realized that the second 
statement that sin numbs us, explains why God must step in 
to assist man when we desire to repent. For after we have 
sinned, we are more steeped in the instinctual drives, and we 
are not the same person we were prior to sinning. We have 
become more attracted to sin. Thus, we need assistance to 
repent, as we are not strong enough to extricate ourselves 
alone. 

We learn that just as God created mankind for mankind’s 
good, God continually guides us when we wish to realign 
ourselves with His wishes for us. Now as Elul has begun, may 
this be the case that we hear the ram’s horn Shofar, recalling 
the ram Abraham offered in place of Isaac, reminding us of 
the perfection of both Abraham and Isaac. May their 
righteousness inspire us all to carefully follow the Torah, and 
reject all idolatrous and superstitious beliefs and practices 
that Abraham rejected. 

Closing ThoughtsClosing Thoughts

The question was asked: if a scientist studied the universe 
but didn’t know of any God, does he possess true knowledge 
and enjoy the afterlife?

The answer is no to both questions. This is because the 
most primary feature of anything is its existence. Now, if one 
errs about this most primary feature, believing its existence 
is essential (that it was always existing) and denies a Creator 
that caused it to exist, the person lacks the most basic truth 
of what ever he studies. He has no true knowledge, and he 
cannot partake in the afterlife, which is enjoyment of the 
Creator’s knowledge.

 God does not need the universe, or anything. God created 
all that exists for intelligent beings to study, and stand in 
awe of Him, for their own satisfaction and fulfillment. 
Created things (all matter) has as its goal the reflection of 
the Creator. If one ignores the Creator’s signature in matter, 
and merely studies to understand how things operate, he 
misses the purpose of the object, and his life.

This process of studying the universe is a most pleasurable 
pursuit that surpasses all others, offering intelligent beings 
the greatest existence as they draw nearer to God with each 
new truth. 

The Universe: 
God’s Footprints

God Help Us


