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Parashas
Beha-alotekcha

RABBI BERNARD FOX

“And there were men that wer|
defiled through contact with the
dead.0 They were not able
perform the Pesach offering on th
day.CAnd they approached Mosk
and Ahron.”[{BeMidbar 9:6)

On the first anniversary of Bng

e

D

40 Years and the Manna

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

In order to understand the concepts in the manna, tiar disbelief in God's age old promise to Abraham tha
must understand the events immediately precedingtliisy would receive the land. The Jews were ther
appearance: The Jews traveled to Israel, and wamatenced to roam the desert for forty years until the la
promised its inheritance by God. No doubts weoéthe rebellious people perished.
presented to them regarding their ability to conquer th@uestion: If the Jews simply did not deserve Israel,
land. While treading Israel's borders, the people desidd, didnt God allow them to reach another land until
to send spies to evaluate the land. This was i sinners died out? What was the reason God desire
commanded by God or Moses. Moses consented to thisJews to roam the desert for forty years?
for he desired that they see there is nothing to hidé.believe the answer is that the crime the of the Jew
Moses hoped the Jews would abandon their wish to s@sabasic one. Their conviction of how reality operates
theland upon seeing Moses' own conviction that all themsbased on trust in their own abilities, and nothing else
requests were complied with forthright (Rashiyvhat is amazing is that after witnessing tremendous
However, the Jews insisted and spied the land. After tineiracles in Egypt and at the Red Sea, the Jews st
return forty days later, ten of the twelve spies incitecharbored disbelief in God. They felt God wanted to "kill
riot. They terrified the people with the spread of themin the desert". This confirms Maimonides' words

o defeatist position - they felt the current inhabitants wethat the miracles leave doubt in one's heart. The Jew:
atinvincible, thereby denying God's word. Along with thedlidn't believe Moses due to miracles. The reason being
e heretic opinions and projections, they decided not to takizacles lose their significance with heir increased

ontheland. frequency. God desired to address the Jews' disbelie
Due to the Jew's own fears instigated by the spies, thég method utilized by God shows the level of

Yisrael's travels exodus from Egypt rebelled against God. This rebellion clearly demonstraistiicacy and depth in God's system of justice.

(continued on page 7)

(continued on next page)
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40 Years and the Manna

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

(continued from page 1)

God forced the Jews into a situation whedid not fall on Shabbos, they would ha

they were solely dependent upon Him for thesiustenance through the Shabbos. When the
very existence in the desert. He desired to traiathey were commanded they found that
themin the ways of believing His word. Godnannamiraculously doubled in size, to sust

chose to raise the Jews above a simplistttem (Exod. 16:5 -Rashi). Their comple

existence. He wished to address their problaronfidence would be in God's word. The ma
by raising them from a reality of self sufficiencyell each of the 6 weekdays with just enough

(where God plays little or no role), to the trueach day, as God promised. Left over ma
reality where God's existence is primary in allould become wormy and rot, again, to com
equations - a reality where God's word is 'moself sufficiency. Not so on Shabbos. Mar

real' than the physical reality the Jews currentftover from Friday through Shabbos remai

Moshe's Appeal to Yisro

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

Upon the Jews' initial entrance into Israel, Moshe
addresses his father in law alidivs: (Numbers, 10:29)

vE&9) "Moshe said to Chovav, son of Reuale the
y Midianite, father in law of Moshe, ‘we are traveling to
thieeplace, upon which God said | will give it to you,...Go
himith us and there will be done good to you, as God ha
tespoken good for Israel. (30) Chovav said to Moshe, 'l
nwall not go, unto my land and my birthplace | will go'.
f@31) Moshe said, ‘please do not forsake us in as much
nyau know our travels in the desert, and you will be to us
bageyes. (32) And when you go with us, that good which
r@od will do unto us, He will do unto you."
edwWhy was Moshe addressing his father in law at this

banked on exclusively. God accomplished thiesh. The purpose of this was again, to force tiee? Did Moshe sense in Chovav some hesitation tc

in a number of ways:

1) God sustained the appearance of tphysical reality and their own securities. All
miraculous manna. miracles of the manna described above wel

The aspect of a miraculous food removeshgender faith in the word of God. This integ
‘'understanding' from the Jews regarding tlvencept of faith in God's word applies today.
manna's properties. Had He fed them vegetatidemonstrate this idea by our abstinence ir
or animal products, there would be a feeling @fork on the Shabbos. By doing so,
familiarity and reliance on the naturalemonstrate conviction that abstention fr
procurement of these foods. This would affordork on one day does not threaten our exists
security and detract from God's goal of forcingnd livelihood. God will take care of u
them to rely on Him alone. God thereforehowever He does so, even though we may
created a "miracle food" which by its very namenderstandhow.
"manna” (which means "what is it") the JewsIn Deuteronomy 8:3, we read: "He (Ga
could not find any security. It is also somethingfflicted you and hungered you and fed you
"their fathers were unfamiliar with".(Deut. 8:3)manna, which you didn't know and your fath
This alien feeling about the manna contributetidn't know, to show you that not on bread al
to their feelings of insecurity in themselves, does man live, but by all that comes from G¢
prerequisite for redirecting their need fomouth does man live."
security towards God. We learn from the wordsThe word "alone" teaches us that man sh
in Deuteronomy that people are comfortableve primarily in accordance with naturkdw.
with that which their forefathers spoke of. Th&he purpose of the manna was to show
mannadid not carry this sense. man's reality - the way for "man to live" - is

2) God limited the manna's "shelf life" to onéhereality of God's word, "but by all that com
day and it would rot if left for the next day: from God's mouth does man live." It is clé

This was done to remove any security in tHeom this verse that man's existence in
mannaitself. Therefore, the essence of theilderness for forty years was meant to di
mannamust include temporary shelf life. Nchis dependency on God alone. The Rash
emotional security could be attached to it. also statesthis when he says, "...you had

3) God caused it to melt each day as the slmmead in your basket" but your lives w
warmed it. dependent upon Heaven each day".

Seeing the manna lying on the ground wouldWe see that God's multifaceted manna-
provoke the feeling of security; "it is here all thevas required to first strip the Jews of th
time." This is another area in which the Jevgecurities placed in the physical and in their
would have sought security. Security in themight, and secondly, to permeate the Jews
physical was their weakness, which until thiselief in God. The manna was used to ad
point, caused them to sin. Their need fdnoseareaswherehe seeks security. Living i
physical security would have to be redirected tbe desert for forty years gave the Jews
security in God alone. opportunity to abandon their flawed emotio

4) God caused the manna to double in sigelf trust. This was a great blessing. Their
once it was in their homes Friday evening.  to follow only that which was intelligible w:

On Friday, the Jews were commanded teplaced with trust in God, His word, and
gatherenough for that day. Although the mannsystem of divine providencEl

Jews to believe more in God's word than mamain with the people of Israel? What was Moshe's

hitial argument, and why did he mention Chovav's role
eofdoeing a navigator only in passage 31? This was no
ratated by Moshe in his initigrgument. What does
Wehovav's response about "unto my land and my
hilthplace | will go" come to teach us? Why mention
wehovav as "son of Reuale the Midianite"? We already
okmow who he is.
>ncBrom Moshe's first statement in passage 29, we
sunderstand that Moshe desired Chovav to enjoy the be:
itat, "Go with us and there will be done good to you, as
God has spoken good for Israel." Chovav responds, "
dill not go, unto my land and my birthplace | will go".
thdoshe understands from this response that Chovav
ergtachment to his land and birthplace outweigh his wish
piterelocate to Israel, receiving the good from God. (The
nassagéself in describing Chovav states, " Chovav, son
of Reuale the Midianite", hinting at Chovav's attachment
putdhis father and his land.) Moshe then tries to use
Chovav's own mode of operation to attract him: Chovav
thveaisaleader in Midian. He also demonstrated leadership
irby suggesting a system of judges in parshas Yisro (Visr
eand Chovav are the same according to commentators).
raappeardhat Moshe intended to attract Chovav to the
thitimate good promised by God, by also appealing to
eChovav's own motivations displayed in "unto my land
and my birthplace I will go",.... "and you will be to us as
neyes" was Moshe's attempt to do so.
re Moshe did not initially suggest that Chovav take on
someleadership role by being their eyes. Moshe wantec
|énattract Chovav to the good life, based on the good life
itself. When Moshe saw this was not attractive enough
vinre sought to add a motive for Chovav, so Moshe
ftientioned that he would be as eyes to the nation,
rdaadership role. But Moshe being committed to the truth,
would not allow this to be the solrgument for
& hovav's attachment to Israel, This is why Moshe agair
@fdds - even in his secoadyment - that Chovav will
eeithin the good promised by God. To Moshe, this mus!
salways be the motive for following Judaism - it is the
iglimate good. No other consideration replaces this as a
argument to follow Judaisnid
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The Qualil

RABBI MOSHE B =CHAIM

In Numbers, 11:4, we read that the mixeslfficient?" project. We must focus on the Torah's word:
multitude who attached themselves to the JewishVhat an amazing response Moshe utteraghich are an exact science. The Torah's conte
Exodus, committed a sin when they lusted. Th&od says, "God will give you meat and you wittnd words lead us to the questions, and
cried out, "who will feed us meat?" Even theat"..."Until thirty days", and Moshe questionanswersthose very issues. This very idea is
Jews joined them. They cried, "we remember tti@s! Didn't Moshe see God's miracles first hand®rived from these verses stated by King
fish we ate in Egypt for free", and they recallelh light of God's abilities displayed via the Teisolomon:
other delicacies. In passage 6 they state, "Aftlagues, what can possibly be questionable ttif you dig for it like silver, and search it out
now our souls are dried, all we see is the manndloshe regarding God's promise to provide mdie a buried treasure, then you will understan
(Interesting is the following, detailed, positivdor thirty days? God's response to Moskhhe fear of G-d, and the knowledge of G-d will
qualities of the manna. Rashi states thisnphasizes this point, "Is God's hand short? Ygou find. Because God gives wisdom, from His
description is God's, contrasting the previousill see if this occurs." This rare type of responsaouth come knowledge and understanding.
complaint of the people.) The account continuesquires understanding. (Proverbs, 2:4-6).
with a description of Moshe hearing the peopleLet us list the questions: What is meant by the two statements in thi
“crying by the household". Rashi states theyl)What is meant by "Who" will feed us meat?passage, "Because God gives wisdom, from H
were crying for the matters of "households", 2)What was the Jews' complaint? Why mockouth come knowledge and understanding"? |

referring to the newly received (Torah) sexu#themannaf in reality it was good? teaches a fine point - two reasons Torah wil
prohibitions of family members. There are many3)Why respond to their request and feed theyield great insights into truths: 1) "God gives
facets to this story. | will focus on how Godjuail as they seem to be in the wrong? wisdom", meaning, the Source of our studies i
addresses their cry for meat. 4)What is meant that they ate fish "free"@od - an infinitely wise Creator. This is one
In passage 11:13, Moshe says: Rashi says (11:5) "even straw was not given rieasonwhy we must dig for knowledge with
"Where shall | get meat to give to this entirthemfree, how then fish?" such vgor. Our outlook must be, "there is
peoplethat cry upon me, saying, give us meat 5)What is the purpose of "Until the quail exittemendous knowledge to behold". AlSense ¢
thatwe may eat?" your noses™? Who is making it come out of thefidventure must overcome us as we part fror
God says: nostrils? daily affairs and step into the endless sea c

(18) "Ready yourselves tomorrow, and you6)Rashi (11:10) on “crying by the householdnlightening thought and ideas. This sense mu
will eat meat, because you cry in the ears of Gsthites'they cried on the sexual prohibitions opresentitself when each day, we embark upon
saying, ‘who will feed us meat, because it wéamily members." How does this relate to ourew studies. 2) The second idea derived fron
better for us in Egypt, God will give you meastory? this passage; Not only is the Source of wisdor
and you will eat. (19) Not one day will you eat, 7)On "K'misson'nim" Rashi (11:2) states "thesemarkable, but the actual structure of eac
nor two days, nor five days, nor ten days, navere seeking a pretense to escape fropassagés a great study in itself. This is what is
twenty days. (20) Until thirty days, until it come$ollowing God." The question is why did theymeantby "from His mouth...", meaning, God's
out of your noses, and it be a vile thing, ameed to escape, and why at this time? articulated words and verses are of the utmo:
account that you despised God Who was in youB)What is Moshe'sirgument about the cattleprecision. Only a refined sensitivity will drive a
midst and you cried before Him saying ‘'whgind fish being insufficient? Torah student to examine the Torah with sucl
have we come out of Egypt." (21) Moshe 9)What is God's response to Moshe, "Hayasactitude, thereby uncovering deeper ideas. L
responds:"600,000 by foot that | am amidst, akthshem tiksar", "Is God's hand short"? us return to the topic.

You say 'l will give meat to them and they will As a first step to answering these questions, What did the Jews say? "Who" will feed us

eat 30 days?'. (22) If the sheep and cattle Béll note that many times we remain ignorant oheat.Why was this joined with a ridicule of the

slaughtered, would there be found sufficient? tifuths due to our own, incorrect assumptions. \eanna? The first idea we notice is the Jew:

all thefish of the sea be gathered, would there baust be sensitive, not to overlook, assume, aegradation of God. They saw all the miracles
(continued on next page)
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quail as he did. Moshe was not doubting that
God could provide any amount of food. What
Moshe meant was, "food is not the answer".
Moshe knew the oceans contained enough -
enough that is, if food is the issue. But the ocean:
cannot be sufficient if the problem is a rebellion
against God. Moshe was asking of God, "food is
nottheissue, so why give them quail?"
What God in fact was doing, was complying

[
for an ulterior purpose. That is, that the Jews
should see for themselves that their complaint for
meatis a misdirected attack on God. The only

EABEl mosne oA way for them to realize this, is looking past their
lust for meat. Only after they realize their
attachment to meat is an unnatural one, will they
be able to stop, reflect, and recognize their
problem is really with God, and the Torah they
wish to abandon. This is why God says the quail
will exit their nostrils. Not that God is the cause
of this, but that their own unnatural desire for

and yet said, "Who will give is meat?" Anothedon't want the Torah". This is what Rashi againeatwould propel them into an eating frenzy. As

later passagealertsus that they addressed Godlludes to when he explains "crying by ththey would feed, their real, underlying emotion
with this statement of "Who". Passage 11:2®usehold". Rashi stated they were "crying abouould not be satisfied, that being the removal of
reads, "(God said)...on account that you despigbd mattersof the household", they wished tdheir new, Torah obligations. They would then

God Who was in your midst and you criednce again have relations with those noleep eating under the false impression that mea

before Him saying 'why have we come out g@irohibited by Torahlaw. Rashi (11:2) statesis the issue. This was God's plan. To move therr

Egypt." Here, God identifies their crime as an atthey were seeking a pretense to escape frpasttheir blinding emotion that meat is their

of degrading God. But why were they despisirfgllowing God." problem. Sforno actually says the same thing:

Him now? They recalled the "free" fish eaten inLet's also be mindful of a strange statemeiit1:23) "Is God's hand incapable of finding a

Egypt, which Rashi denies was factual. RashiNéoshe said, if all the sheep, cattle, and fish wergethod for them to despise all foods?" "They

teaching us that they meant free in another sersggplied to the Jews, they wouldn't be sufficientill eat the meat with their own free will, even

that is, free from MitzvosA picture starts to This is impossible! There were only 2-3 milliorafter the enjoyment is gone, until it exists their
emergeWe begin to witness not only an attacBews, and the entire oceanic population maststrils, and they will despise it without any
onGod, but on the Torah system. assuredly would feed them forever! How cagontrol on their free will at all, and thereby they

The core issue borne out is the Jews' aversidoshe say this? Examine God's resolve: Gudl repent with a repentance of love..." God saw
to the Torah - a new, binding, and prohibitivesays He will comply with the Jews' request, artidat the only way to show the Jews their true
demand on their formerly "free" lifestyle, albeiprovide quail for 30 days, until it exits theimistake, was to first show them that their
asslaves. They remembered (imagined) the fisiostrils. Why comply? The Jews' were in erraassumed complaint was baseless.

they ate “free", yes, "free" of commandment&od said so, "you despised God Who was irfVioshe said to God, "600,000 by foot that | am

The Jews rebelled against the Giver of thymur midst." | ask you, the reader, to now stopmidst, and You say 'l will give meat to them and

Torah, but they could not do so directly, as theynd think about this following question: Whathey will eat 30 days?" If the sheep and cattle be

only said, "Who" will give us meat. Thereforeeasoncan there be for compliance with an iklaughtered, would there be found sufficient? If

God clearly identifies for the Jews, that it wasquest? Imagine you are faced with suchalithefish of the sea be gathered, would there be

God Who they despised. scenario, and you comply. What grounds woutdfficient?” God responds, "Is the hand of God

Why did they attack the manna? The answeltigre be for compliance? (Keep in mindgshort?" What was Moshe's mistake which

"displacement". When someone cannot vent ltismpliance means you prefer another recoursggmanded this response? It would seem tha
emotion on the real object, he directs his emoti@on't read further, think for a moment. Moshe was not of the opinion that the method of
towards a replacement. Such was the case wittWhat are the possibilities? Either there are, addressing the Jews' error was to satisfy the
the ridicule of the manna. The Jews realltherearen't alternatives. If there are none, omlisplaced emotion. Moshe felt that the method
disliked the Torah system, but their eyes saw thry comply because he has no other alternativejst be to address the true, underlying emotion -
event at Sinai, and they could not deny realityor cannot think of one rightow. However, these their wish to abandon the commandments. Why
the Torah is true, God is real. Therefore, thegxplanations cannot apply to God. If there agidn't God choose this approach? We may
selected that which represented God's systatternatives, compliance is not needed. But thextgggest that an open attack on the true emotio
the manna, which He provided miraculouslyis one reason compliance may be engaged,..wotld end in the Jews' further denial.

They vented themselves towards it, instead 6 much to give the person his request, butl tread in deep waters here, | may err, but yet |

towards the divine commands. They said "weerhapdor an ulterior motive. wonder, what was Moshe's equation? Did he no

wantmeat", meaning, we don't want this manna.God in no way intended that the quail satisfeethis point, that there are times when a direct

In truth, they had no problem with the mannthe Jews' desire for meat as an end in itseffssault on an emotion will not be fruitful? Did

The passages teach us how great it was. (Peridpshe too understood that the issue was noMashe feel this case wadfférent than all

this is why the Torah interrupts the story withroblem with food. In his wisdom, Moshe knewthers? That an open attack on the very emotior

verses 11:7-9 describing how good the mantiey were rebelling against God. This is whé& abandon God would be fatal? This point

really was.)What the Jews meant to say is "waused Moshe to respond to God's promiserefjuires further studyd

(continued from previous page)
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Are All Religions Correct?

RABBI

E BEN-CHAIM

(I wrote this article yesterday in  religion. Every person of the Muslimreligion is true.A "true" religion thousands of people met Julius
very basic English, and quite religion feels a Christian is wrongmeansvhatGod really wants peopleCaesar, so we know for sure that he
quickly as a needed and timely for being Christian. This means thato do. But be clear on this pointreally existed.A story of Caesar
response to someon€e's opinions. | each religion says there is only onEven  though numbers ofwould not have become accepted if
apologize for the base language "RIGHT" religion. If we explain this FOLLOWERS is not a proof for thehe never lived. Nobody would
used, but the ideas, | fed, are statement, it means that each religidruth of an "idea", numbers CANaccept such a story. An additional
relevant to us all, egpecially those believes that they have the truerove an "event" happened. Again: Iproof is that there is not other story
uninitiated to Judaism'stenets. The  religion that God wants all people td seeone million people who today about the Roman Empire for this

intended recipient is relatively follow. arefollowing the Christian religion, time period. This rule is true for all
young, and needed to be spoken to this does not prove that originabther events in history. Any event
in this manner. | dart this article  Belief is Not Proof. And Proof is Christian "ideas" are really made byvheretherewere massef people
writing in response to my last Better than Belief. God. All it means is that manypresentat that event, we know for
discussed paint...) What explanation do thepeoplefind Christianity appealing. sure this event happened. If the story

religions use to make them rightBUT, if we find an event in historyis easy for the witnesses to

We were talking about religion.Religions other than the Jewislthat had many witnesses, then wenderstand, we have no doubt about
We talked about if all religions arereligion believe the words of a singl&know 100% that this event reallyit.
"correct"? Meaning, is it correct for aman. Other religions say that Godhappened. It is impossible that a We Can Not Judge the Jewish
Christian to follow the Christian spoke to a single man. For examplstory with millions of witnesses isReligion as Bad if we Have Little
religion? Is it correct for a Muslim Jesus told many other people thdalse. Any story in history whereKnowledge of the Torah. How does
that he follow the Muslim religion? God said to follow his new religion.there were thousands and certainlya persorknow if the Jewish religion
This would also mean that it is noOther people say, "what proof damillions of withesses AT THAT and the Torah is wrong for ALL
correct for a Christian to follow theyou have that God came to you?EVENT, is 100% proof that thispeople, unless this person studies
Muslim religion. (A problem for a Jesus has no proof of his story tha@vent really happened, no mattesend comes to a clear understanding?
persorwho converts.) God spoke to him, so he tells thGowlongagoit was. Understand thisThe truth is that without muchusty,

Let us make our words clear: Whabthers, "You must believe me, | havpoint  dealy: Numbers of a personcannot know this. Maybe
makes a person a "Christian" or ao proof, but believe me that | have'Followers" later on is not a proof.after much stdy, a person will see
"Muslim"? Being born to parentsheard the word of God." So peopl8ut numbers of people at an "eventhat Judaism is the only religion
who follow the Christian religion will believe him, or they won'tIS a proof. As an example, given by God. This would mean that

does not make a person Christiabelieve him, they have no proof to (continued on next page)
Because, if the child learns ofdecide not to. This is the story of al|

anotherreligion and then chooses tather religions - they are create @”m-\r-tiem * \/\At t S endln
convert, he will not be Christian. Ourfrom the words of a single person| [z Y™ isra

ideas and our actions after we a®ther people who like this ne [’T Keycs SACURITY FOMD Sln e C

born, change usA personchooses religion follow this person. After nt O
his religion, and being born in hismany years, this religion grows, unti
religion can be changed. Religionthey have millions of followers. This
say it is OK to convert. This meanss how Christianity and Muslim and

that all religions say how you areall otherreligionsgrew.We see from Vlté-]l

bOI’n, is not what makes you thathis examp|e that a I’e|igi0n can SC”p reta”ers donate to Mesora for our patrona e
religion. We have proved that éecome very popular and hav¢ It's free and easy to join, go tovww.eScrip.coman
persoris not born as a "Christian" ormillions of followers, even though it Click the "sign up" link to join

asa "Muslim", but he is born as ais not based on any proof. Does {t % ggfg&hﬁgé%?;grh%gn ﬁ%elg’ Ogrlo @orip
man or woman. Religion comes make sense to follow a religion 39 Click on "Mesora gf Neprork s

later.How a person chooses to live isvithout any proof? Well, | will not | 4)List your credit and debit cards. 2 '_..

what makes him either Christian,trust my body to a doctor if there is at'sit! Now, when you shop at eScrlph — 'O
Muslim, or any religion. To say,no proof for his medicine, so | will | retailers, they donate 1-5% to Mesdfau never spend a cent.

"Who is born Christian shouldnottrust my soul to a religion, when| By each of our readers joining eScrip, retailer donations |will
follow Christianity” is not a smart the religion has no proof that God| help support our programs, such as the JewishTimes,
thing to say. So how should weanade it USAlsrael.org, and many others which continue to help Isfael,
choose Which religion to follow? | ' Jewry, and Jewish education. If you could not support Mesora ir

9 f thepast, this is the perfect opportunity to say thank you without

| "1\|-1 -]nl

172

will answer this later on. Numbers of "Followers" Later spend|n a cent. Please take a minute to Support Mesora cos
Another problem is that everyon is not a Proof. free, and join blow.

religion believes that their religion is But Numbers at an "Event" IS a .

the "RIGHT" religion. This means Proof. It does not matter how many Joine confldent|al and free. Go to:

that every person in Christianity peoplefollow a religion. Numbers of tto Crlp_Com

believes that Muslim is a wrongfollowers later on cannot prove if g
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. = avoice came from the mountain. Ifother people.This is an idea which
? this story was false, no one wouldhe Torah agrees with. The most
Are AII Rellgluns Currect believe it! But the story reallyimportant thing is that we try to do
" happend, so this is why everyone what is good for other people. We
RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM theretold their children, and theymust be interested in the happiness
told their grandchildren, and theyof others, and we are not just
God wants man to have only on&od gave to man? Also, how do w#old theirs, until today! Because santerested in ourselves. We are not to
religion, Judaism. But how do weknow that God wants one religion tanany people were there and saw dle doing always for me, me ,me.
ariive at a proof that one religion isbefollowed by all people? of God's miracles. God made th&his is wrong. We must be generous
God's choice for all people? We Go did not make many types ofmountain on fire. The world believesand kind to other people too. We are
already showed that all religions fegbeople, we are all he same. We dihis history happened because théce to people no matter what
that all others are false. So all have 2 eyes, 1 nose, 1 head, 2 angkory says so many people wereeligion they are.
religions are not all right. Only oneand 2 legs. Just like we are all ththere, then it did happen. This is But we must think about this:
can be correct, only one is the realamein our baly, we are also the different from Christianity which What does it mean to be "Good"?
religion that God gave man. How dsame in our minds, and in oursays "believe” in Jesus. ChristianityVhat does "Good" mean? The
we prove which one it is? feelings. All people love, hate, andloes not have an event where seasorl say this, is because | read of
feel pain when our family membersnany people were there. They hawmany people doingifflerentthings
How Do We Choose Which die. We all feel anger when someongo proof. No other religion hasin their life - but they all feel they are
Religion is the Right One? lies to us, and most of all, we are afproof. doing what is "Good". But | ask
Can we use "proof' to select dooking for happiness in life. Since myself, "How can so many people
religion, or are we not to use proof2ll peopleare of the same design, Now that we know that God do dfferent things, but all these
Are we just to "feel" what is in ourthis means what is good for ongeally gaveus His Torah, we must diff erentthings are Good? This does
heart, and follow our feelings? Dgperson, is good for all of us. All oflook into it to see what Hesays will - notmake sense to me."
we always follow what our fathersour bodies, emotions and mentalitieiake us happy. For example, many years ago, the
teach us? Can our fathers can lmethesame. God also tells us in His Torah thaChristians killed innocent people
wrong? What if two people feel two WelRnow that God made allall otherreligions are false. God saysluring the Crusades. They thought it
diff erent things in their heart, arepeople.Then God is the best One téhatpraying to trees, praying to manyas good and important and was
they both right? If your father tellsask direction for what we should dgoraying to animals, believing inbased on the laws of their Christian
you to be free, and my father tellso be happy. If God tells us to followmagic, miracles or witchcraft is allreligion. But the people they killed
me to follow the Jewish religion, one religion, He certainly knows false. God tells us that anyone whdid not think it was a good. So who
they can not both be right. Who isest, and we would be foolish not téeaches something against Torah Issthe "right" idea of what is good?
right? How do we decide? follow Him. false, and his religion is false. WellAre the Christians right, or are the
The leaders of religions who know Christians and Mslims teach families of the dead right? Who can
the most, say that there can be only The Proof for Judaism and the against God's Torah. They must bmake such a decision? If we say that
one"right religion". So how do we Torah. false. We are not to follow anykiling is evil, then | have another
prove which one God wants man to This is where we come to thgeligion except Judaism and Toratguestion: If for example, a man
follow? proof that God gave the Torah to thivhy did God tell us not to follow named "Thomas" is being killed by a
If we say that simple belief is anJewish nation on Mount Sinai. Thither religions? God said thisman named "Jon", is it right for
acceptable way of following God -event is the only time in all of worldbecause God knows that He madehomas to kil Jon to protect
with no proof - then any person catistory when God made miracles ionly one religion. That is all we neechimself? These questions make us
do this. For example, | can tell othefront of millions of people and told forever. God knows all of the future, think that there must be some rules
peoplethat God came to me in aus there is one God and one religiopp God knows that Torah is goodhattell us when kiling is bad, and
dream and that | have a new religion. Judaism. It is a very simple andilways. One religion called Judaismvhenkilling is good. Without rules
Am | any dff erentthanJesus? Why clear proof that we know 100% thagnd Torah has all the right ideas. nd a way to decide, we cannot say
should my religion be any lessGod wants all people to follow thesomeonéells us somethingitierent if Christians are good when they Kill,
important than Christianity? JesuJorah. The story of the miracles Gothan Torah, then we know he isor if they are evil. This is a question
had his religion, and | have mine! Salid on Mount Sinai in front of wrong, because God is always rightot just on Christians, but on any
you might say that Jesus madmillions of Jews is not only believedThere is no proof that God made thpeoplewhokill. We must have some
miracles, and | did not. Well, there idy Jews, but all Christians alsdChristian religion or the Muslim way to know if killing is evil or good
no proof for his miracles, there werebelieve this story. Do you knowreligion. Since there is no proof, wefor every situation.
not hundreds of people that saw anwhy? Because this story spread aflo not follow them. But we must Are we to make up our own laws
miracles who said Jesus was truever the world. And it spread oveknow that if God made one religionabout when it is right to kill, and
Also, there is no proof thatthewholeworld because it was truethen only one religion is needed.whenit is wrong? This can not work,
Mohammed flew up to the sky. YouOnly because so many Jews wefgod knows how to put all thebecause you will come up with one
see, we keep needing to "proveteling so many other people, this ignportant ideas into one religionidea and | will come up with a

which religion is true. why the true story of God giving theGod does not need more than oruifferentidea. It is for this reason

Religion is not a matter of simpleTorah spread over the whole worldeligion. thatwe can not just live by a simple
belief. It is a matter which like anyEverybody knows that if the whole rule, "just to be good to everyone."
other story in history, requires aworld agrees that something in What does it mean to be We must first think and learn about
proof if we are to accept it as "100%istory happened, then, it must bégood'to other people? whatis good.

true". How do we "know" truth? true. It is impossible to make up a | agreewith your idea. It is very The truth is, that a man or woman
How do we prove which religion story that a mountain was on fire andmportant that we are "good" to can not come up with a law for what
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Are All Religions Correct?

is"Good". This decision is not possiblevants man to be able to make a

for us to make. In a discussion otlecision that is best for everybody. But
"good and evil", no one person camancan not just think for himself what e a—a 0 e c a
ever be "more right" than another, s best. Man needs God to teach|us

there will never be an end to thiswhatis the real "good." This is why
guestion. But now that we proved thaell you that we can not be simple, and
God exists, and that God made evetfink we have all the answers. We (do
manand woman, and God also madaot. We need the Torah that Godcontinued from page 1)
the Torah, we have aanswer.God wrote.With the Torah, we know what
tellsus in His Torah what is good ands good and what is evil. If we do nptthenation celebrated the festival oBacrifice, the meat of the Pesach is
what is evi. We have a clearlearntheTorah, we will make very big Pesach.[OThis observance includeztbnsumed by those bringing the
explanation. Without the Torah, wemistakes, and we will let people livethe offering of the Pesachoffering.[0The Pesach is not eaten
can not know what is good and what iho must really die. And when we let sacrifice.[0This sacrifice cannot belone. It must be consumed with
evil. Since God made every man angeoplelive who are evil, they will kill,| offered on behalf of those that arenatzah and marror.0 Assume a
every woman, God is the only onenaybe even our own children. So wedefiled.[JA group of individuals personis defiled or unable to reach
with the right to decide when killing ismust follow what God says becayséad come into contact with a deathe Temple on the 14th of Nisan.O
a good, and when it is a bad. IHe knows what is best for all people] body.[1As a result, they wereThis person’s condition prevents
someonevantsto kill me, then he is  Some nations free evil people forexcluded from the sacrifice. participating in the Pesach offering
evil, and | can kill him to protect political reasons. But if we would These individuals regretted thabn this date.ll However, nothing
myself. My killing is a good, becausefollow what God says in the Torah, Wethey could not participate in theprevents this person from eating the
God said that man can protect himselivould not let evil people free. WhenPesach sacrifice.(0They explainechatzah an marror that accompanies
When the Christians killed so manyevil people are free, they will kill more their concerns to Moshe. the Pesach.[These can be consumed
people, they were evil, because Gadewish children. Why do evil men go [Moshe approached Hashemhby a defiled person.C0They can be
did not say that to be Christian is goodree? Because of politics. This is eVil. The Almighty responded that thereeateroutside of area of the Temple.(I
God said that to be Christian is evilGod knows better than leaders, anés a solution for these people.Does this person consume the
because a Christian will kill innocentGod's Torah says to kill the evil mgn.Hashem revealed the mitzvah afmatzah and marror, without the
people, then the Christian religion haBut if Sharon wants money from thePesach Sheynee.[1This mitzvaResach?
evilin it. United States, and he listens to Buisprovides a second opportunity to (The Talmud responds that the
and lets evil people free, Sharon wotlgarticipate in the Pesach.(0If gersondoes eat matzah and marror
"Just Being Good to Everyone" is be evil. personcannot participate in theon the 14th of Nisan.OInability to
an Evil Thing to do. We see that in politics, if we do nptPesach on the 14th of Nisan, thiparticipate in the Pesach offering
Judaism and the Torah says we cdisten to God, our politics will kill individual offers the Pesach oneloes not interfere with the
notkill anyone. But if a man wants toJewish children. So even in politigs,monthlatter. obligation to eat matzah and marror
kil me and | am not bad, then Godve can not do anything if we do npt This opportunity is afforded to aon the 14th of Nisan.To this point,
says in the Torah that | can kill him tause the Torah as our téec If we do| variety of individuals.OIncluded thereis nothing odd in the Talmud's
save my life. When | save my life, Inotfollow God's Torah, we will cause are those that are not able to discussion.
ampkilling, but it is good to kill him so evil to ourselves. Even politics makearticipate in the offering of the [Mext, the Talmud discusses the
| can save myself. God also teaches nssensevith out God's Torah. Pesach on the 14th of Nisan.Olsource for thisaw.JWhere does the
in the Torah that there are people whoThe Torah is to help us in every afedghe wilderness, this group Torah tell us that it is required to eat
aresobad, that we must kill them. If of our lives. primarily consisted of individuals matzah and marror?00The Talmud
we let them live, then they will kil that were defiled.OJ After the offers two responses.dJd We will
morechildren. So we must kill the bad God did not say, “just be nice apdconquest of the land of Israel, thisoncentrate on one response.[]The
peopleto save the good people. good to everyone". Torah is not thagroup also included those thafalmud suggests that the source is
But today, the world says we shouldimple. Only if we learn the Torah, could not reach the Temple by théhepasuk that states, “In the evening
notfollow the Torah. Today, the worldslowly and with our heart, then we wjll 14th of Nisan.[JPesach Sheynegou shall eat matzah.”[1]00 The
says we can not kill the Palestiniatearnwhatis true. We will never know alsoapplies to a person that do notalmud explains that this passage
people.But God says that we shouldthe whole Torah! This is not our job. participate in the offering of theteaches us that the obligation to eat
because they kill babies, and littléThis is too big for us to do. But if we 14th of Nisan out of negligence.matzah and marror apply even in a
children. So who do we follow? Dolearna little each week, or even eachThis person is also obligated t@ase in which the Pesach cannot be
we follow the world, and just be niceday, then we will slowly learn what participate in Pesach Sheynee. consumed.
to people? And then more Jewistmakes sense in every place in our [There is an amazing discussion [This brings us to the remarkable
babies will die, or do we listen to God7ives. But if we dont listen to Gods in Tractate Pesachim regarding thgortion of the Talmud's discussion.[
There is a clear set of rules that Goalisdom, then we will live a life with mitzvah of Pesach Sheynee.(TTh€he Talmud explains that the
made and gave to man and womamuch hurt, and we will not be happy.discussion revolves around amessagef this pasuk is not at all
God calls these rules the Torah. Gothis is what God says in His Tordlh. | interesting question.(J Adr the obvious. One might think that some
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Why are these passages set apadiman. This entire concept
Pa[aShas The Talmud, in Tractate Shabbagssumes a remarkably close
explains that these passages arelaionship between G-d and Bnai
regaded as a separate book of théisrael.
e a—a Ote (: a Torah.[OThey are set apart to indicateThe later section of the sefer
this special status.[4] depicts a if erentrelationship.(0The
RABBI BERNARD FOX (This only raises an additionahation begins to complain against the

guestion..0Why are these passag@dmighty.[TThey send spies to study
individuals would not eat matzaldecided to delay communication ofjiven the status of a separate book thfe land of Israel.0 The nations
and marror on the 14th of Nisanthis mitzvah.(0He wished to rewardhe Torah? There are variougefuses to enter the land.[Korach and
One could reason that thosthese sincere individuals.0 Heresponseo this issue.[One obvioushis followers rebel.[JAs the nation
obligated in Pesach Sheynee do newarded them through revealing approach is to attribute some speciegmoves itself from the Almighty, He
eatmatzah and marror on the 14tkection of the Torah in response twignificance to the content of theesponds.[l He distances Himself

of Nisan.OInstead, they fulfill thesetheir inquiry.[3] passages.However, Rav Naftali from His people.(He condemns the
obligations in conjunction with the [t seems, from Rashi’s comments;zvi Yehudah Berlin Ztl (Netziv) generation that left Egypt to death in
mitzvah of Pesach Sheyneethat this section was not aroffers another approach. thewilderness.[The ultimate exile of

Therefore, the pasuk stating, “In thafterthought.[J1t was part of the Mletziv bases his explanation upothe nation from the land of Israel is
evening you shall eat matzah” iSorah revealed at Sinai.JJHowevern discussion in Tractate Shabbatdécreed.[Various other pshiments
included in the Torah.OThe passagdhis specific commandment wa3he Talmud comments that theare depicted, throughout the later
indicates that everyone eats matzatithheld.[TThis was done in order tdorah is not actually composed ohalf of the sedr.
and marror on the 14th of Nisanddmmunicate the mitzvah at théive books.[t is composed of seven.[WWe can now define the contrast
The passage specifically includesppropriate time.ClIn other wordsBeresheit, Shemot VaYikra andontained in Sefer BeMidin[IThe
thosethat will participate in Pesachthe Torah is an integrated whole.Devarim are each counted as a singhation entered the wilderness with a
Sheynee.[2] Each mitzvah is recorded as one obok.[However, BeMidbar must bainique closeness to the Almighty.[]
[This discussion presents a majtine 613 integrated mitzvot.CJEaclcounted as three books.OThis i$he sefer contrasts this intimacy
problem.[0The passage stating, “Imitzvah is consistent with all of thebecause our pesukim compose with the more distant relationship
the evening you shall eat matzahbthers. separatebook.[0This book divides that developed in the course of the
was revealed to Moshe in Egypt.00 This answers our question.It iBeMidbar into two additional sojourn in the wilderness.J Our
According to the Talmud, ittrue that the passage stating, “In theoks.[0The section preceding oysesukim are the dividing point
specifically addresses the persavening you shall eat matzah” deajsassagess one book.[Our pesukimbetween these two relationships.
thatwill celebrate Pesach Sheyneenith a problem created by Pesaatonstitute a second book.O The We can now understand the reason
In other words, the passage ded®heynee.llt is also true that thisection following our passages is Sefer BeMidbar is characterized as a
with a possible misunderstandingassagewas revealed before thethird book.[5] single book and as three separate
created by the mitzvah of Pesaadhitzvah of Pesach Sheynee waslletziv explains that our passagdsooks.[llt can be described as three
Sheynee.[0This implies that if thgiven.(lHowever, the passage iare not set apart because of their books because our pesukim divide
mitzvah of Pesach Sheynee did ndesigned as part of a completenique content.[TThey are set apart thefirst portion of the sefer from the
exist, it would be self-evident thaforah.LTThe complete Torah includesrder to divide Sefer BeMidbar intdater portion.CThese two portions tell
everyone eats matzah and marror aft 613 mitzvot.[Pesach Sheynee 8o separateparts. This break is of very dfferent relationships
the 14th of Nisan and the passaganeof these mitzvot.[TTherefore, it isdesigned to contrast the first portiobetween the Almighty and His
would not be needed.[This does notasonable for the mitzvah obf the sefer with the material thahation.[JEachrelaionship can be
seemto make sense.llIn fact, thenatzah and marror to be recorded Wil f ollow.[WWhat is this contrast?  appropriately described as a separate
mitzvah of Pesach Sheynee did natmannerthatis consistent with the [The first part of the sefer depictstageof the development of Bnai
exist in Egypt.0t only was revealedommand of Pesach Sheynee.[Thtee close relationship between thé&israel.On this basis the sections
latter, in the wilderness![The Toralpassageassumes the existence dAlmighty and His nation.[TThe sefercan be regarded as separate book
is responding to a mitzvah that hadesach Sheynee, even though thegins with a detailed description oflivided by a third intervening book.
notyet been revealed! mitzvah has not yet been revealed.the encampment in the wilderness.[(I1BeMidbar can also be described as
(There is an interesting comment [J The various tribes camped around single book.[l1t is designed to
by Rashi that indirectly deals with [And when the ark went forth  the Tabernacle.OThe influence ofexpress contrast..JThe contrast is
this issue.dRashi begins with aMoshe sad, "Arise, Hashem and Hashem was manifest in thereated through including the two
interesting question.[TThe mitzvah dfisperse Your enemies.CAnd thoseMishcan.[TThe Almighty was amongrelationships in a single book.[FFrom
Pesach Sheynee was revealed tirat hate You will flee from before the people. The inauguration of thethis perspective, BeMidbar deserves
responseto an inquiry.[] Defiled You".JAnd when it came to rest Mishcan is described. to be regarded as a single book O]
individuals approached Moshde sdd, "Return, Hashem to the  [The[d mitzvah of sotah that is
seeking an opportunity to participatenyriads of the thousand of related in the pervious parashafi] Sefer Shemot 12:18.
in the Pesach sacrifice. (WWhy did thisrael".0 (BeMidbar 12:35-36) captures this relationship.O0This test[2] Mesechet Pesachim 120a with
Almighty not reveal the In a Torah scroll these twoof a suspected adulterous relies cfﬁ['g]mefgzrgbgyiﬁs*‘gﬁﬁm ben tehak
commandment of_ Pesach 'Shey.npesuklm are set apart from théhe intervention o_f the Almlghty.D(Rashi)’ Commentary on Sefer BeMidbar 9:7.
at Sinai?Why did He wait until preceding and following passagesiie woman is given a mixture t0 4] Mesechet Shabbat 116a.
these individuals approachedAn inverted Hebrew letter is appeardrink.[]This drought is harmless.[][5] Mesechet Shabbat 116a.
Moshe?Rashi responds that theefore the passages.l The samowever, if the woman is guilty of [6] Rav Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin
mitzvah could have been revealed miverted letter follows the passagesadultery, Hashem will perform a(Netziv), Commentary Hamek Davar on Sefer
Sinai.[] However, the Almighty The letter used is the nun. miracle.0The mixture will kill the BeMidbar, Introduction.
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