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MAIMONIDES - LAWS OF IDOLATRY, 11:12:

"ONE WHO MAKES UTTERANCES OVER A WOUND AND ONE WHO READS A VERSE OF THE TORAH,

AND

SIMILARLY ONE WHO READS A VERSE ON AN INFANT SO IT SHOULD NOT BE FRIGHTENED, AND ONE WHO

PLACES A TORAH SCROLL OR TEFILIN ON A CHILD SO HE SHOULD SLEEP, IT IS NOT ENOUGH FOR THEM THAT

THEY ARE IN

THE CATEGORY OF HOROSCOPISTS AND ENCHANTERS (IDOLATRY), BUT THEY ARE IN THE GROUP

OF THOSE WHO DENY THE TORAH. FOR THEY MAKE THE WORDS OF TORAH INTO PHYSICAL REMEDIES, WHEN
THEY ARE ONLY REMEDIES FOR THE SOUL, AS IT IS STATED, "AND THEY SHALL BE LIFE FOR YOUR SOUL.."
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Yayishlach

RABBI BERNARD FOX

[FAnd Yaakov asked and said,
Tell me your name." And he
said, 'Why do you ask my
name?' And he blessed him
there.”[{Beresheit 32:30)

Yaakov awaits his encounts
with Esav.[During the night he
battles with a man.Owur Sages|
explain that this man is an ang

PRI\-}SYER
TEHILLIM

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

Mesora: We received this emai
this week:

"A XX year old mother &m
xxxxxxis critically ill and needs a
tremendous yeshuah at this ve
minute. Everyone is asked to s
Tehillim for: XxXXxXxXXXXX.

We strongly ask that you: a) pas
this email on to as many people @
your email list as possible and th
they in turn pass it onto their list; [E)il
post this email in youoffice, shul
and school; c) please make
Mishibayrach (Blessingjor her. In
the zechus (merit)of our tefillos
(prayers) may she and all the
chollim (sickly) have a refual
shleima (speedgoovery)."

In response to this email, let Us
take advice from the Gemara
Shabbos 55a, "There is no des
with no sin, and no affliction if one
has not transgressed.” Baba Bas

VAYISHLACH:

'MASTER of POLITICS

RABBI ISRAEL CHAIT
Written by students

n
th Chazal say that from parshat Vayishlach, specifically Yaakov
interactions with Eisav, we can learn how to deal with the oth
ranations of the world, and we can gain an understanding of t
116a also states, "If a person has aoncepts underlying anti-Semitism. The gemara emphasizes this p
sick person in his house he shouyldoy noting that one of the Tanaaim would carefully study this parsl
go to a chacham (a wise man) andbefore visiting Rome and meeting with thaeSar.Vayishlach is a
hewill request mercy for him." parshaof political insight conveying the narrative of Eisav's hatre(
The reason | believe a chacham|igor Yaakov, carefully describing how Yaakov precisely calculate
required - and not a tzaddik - is thathow to confront his brother's hatred, avoiding contention an
only a wise man is able to identify @ potential destruction by the great army of Eisav.
siproblem, namely, why G-d had Yaakov was a true master of politics; this is made clear from h
brought this person close to death.|Adealings with LavanEven from the first encounter with Lavan's
tzaddik is not necessarily &household, Yaakov demonstrates his political savvy as Vayeitz
ethacham, so he is not able 1029:12 reads: "Yaakov told Rachel that he was a relative of h

representing Esav.0J The ang

(continued on page 5)

ablentify the problem. It is evident father.." whereupon Rashi comments that the Midrashi

(continued on page 3) (continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

THE MASTER of POLITICS

RABBI ISRAEL CHAIT

Written by students

interpretation of this verse is that Yaakovsource of the hatred that the other natiot&nd well you know there were those among
implication was: "If he [Lavan] intends to beénarbor toward the Jews is the Torah itselfou that transgressed the Sabbath, and W
deceitful then |, too, am his brother iWhat then did Yaakov intend to accompliskaid to them, "Be you apes, miserable

deception..." by implying to Eisav that he kept the Toralslinking!" And we made it a punishment
In this light let us examine Yaakov's whenthis very Torah was the source of Eisavexemplary for all the former times and for the
messageto Eisav at the beginning ofhatred for Yaakov? latter, and an admonition to such as are God

Vayishlach: "Yaakov sent messengers ahea®efore answering these questions, faaring." The Koran claims that the Jews did
of him to Eisav, his brother, to the and of Seipsychological principle of hatred must beot adhere to the tenets of their own law anc
to the field of Edom. He commanded thenunderstood; a distinction must be madéus according to their Torah the Jews are
saying, this is what you should say to migetween the cause of an individual's hatredgspicable people. In this way Mohammed
master, Eisav. "Your servant Yaakov says, wiéind the action of expressing that hatred. Théed to justify the expression of his hatred
Lavan | lived, and was delayed untigemara (Pesachim 48b) tells us that the hattesvard the Jews in the Koran. We can now
now."(Vayishlach 32:4-5) Rashi commentingf an ignorant Jew toward the Torah scholarliggin to understand Yaakov's implied messag
on the words "with Lavan | lived" states thafgreaterthanthe hatred the idolaters have foto Eisav. While the source of Eisav's hatrec
Yaakov was implying to Eisav that he "did nahe Jewish nation. This is indeed a perplexingas the Torah itself, this did not mean that
become an officer or anyone of importanagemaraand must be understood in its owivaakov's adherence to the Torah would
but remained solely a transient guest. It is naght. For the purposes of our discussiomntagonize Eav to destroy Yaakov. As
worthy of you to hate me on account of yourowever, it is interesting to note that thesplained, the cause of an individual's hatrec
father's blessings, 'Be master over yosameignorant Jews, whose hatred for thdoes not directly translate into the action of
brother for it has not been fulfilled in me...Torah scholar, according to Chazal, is greatexpressing that hatred. Furthermore, by
Rashi is emphasizing the extent to whicihan the hatred of an Eisav for Yaakov, aré&aakov's implication to Eisav that he merely
Yaakov acted to avoid battle with his brothevery often the greatest Torah supporters. Theed with Lavan and, rather than learning
Yaakov diminished his own stature, allowingmotion of hate is powerful and complex andom his evil ways, that he kept the 613
Eisav to feel superior, in order to foster peacés disguises itself in many ways. One part é@dbmmandments, Yaakov would not permit
While there is much to be discussedn individual's psyche may possess greg&isav the justification to act upon his anger
regarding this type of political strategy, surellgatred for the Torah scholar while another paahd destroy Yaakov. Yaakov did not afford
we can see the logic behind this approacbf an individual's nature causes him t&isav the opportunity to find fault with him
especially when it comes to saving Jewisbvercome this hatred and be the Toramnd in this way Eisav could in no way assuage
lives. What is more ifficult to understand is scholar's greatest ally. Thus we see that this guilt and justify acting upon his hatred
the second interpretation of Rashi regardincause of an individual's hatred for anothéoward his brother.
the words "with Lavan | lived." Rashi writes:persondoes not translate into that individual There is an amazing Rashi in support of this
"the gimatria [numerical value] of garti [lived]acting upon that hatred. The question remaindea in Toldos regarding the blessing Yitzchak
is 613; as if to say, | have resided with theowever, why the expression of hatred mighave to Eisav. Toldos 27:38-40: "Yitzchak, his
wicked Lavan and yet have kept the 61& times remains dormant, kept at bay in tH&isav's] father replied and said to him..... you
commandments and have not learnt from hisconscious of the human psyche, and whyshall live by your sword, and you shall serve
wicked deeds." What does Eisav, the wickedtherinstances hatred will manifest itself in ityour brother. When you have cause to be
the rejecter of Torah values, care if Yaakofull assertion. grieved, you will throw off his yoke from your
kept the 613 commandments while he livedThere is one further principle underlying thaeck." And on the words "when you have
with Lavan? Furthermore, it seems thiemotion of hatred, namely, the aggressieaused to be grieved," Rashi writes, "
messageould only antagonize Eisav. expression of one's hatred toward anothereaning to say, when the lIsraelites will
Chazal say, quoting the Rambam in higersonalways seeks out a justification fromransgressthe Torah and you will have
Igeret Teyman, that the reason the mountaiality. The Koran, which expresses gregistification to grieve over the blessings which
from which the Torah was given was callebatred toward the Jews on numerous took, [then] you will throw off his yoke."
Sinai, was because from this same mountaincasions, often points out that the Jewshd so in parshat Vayishlach Yaakov makes i
came down sinah [hatred] to the other natiotreinsgressed their commandments and aexy clear to Eisav, his brother and enemy
of the world. Meaning to say that the vertherefore lowly peopleSua 2:63 writes: thatthis time had yet to comE
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"judge" one's self) what he requests is not correct, and he will abandon
prayer for that which is against the Torah's philosophy. He may then pray
thatwhich is proper.

The Rabbis said, "Why were the Matriarchs all barren? Because (
desires the prayer of the righteous." What this means is that G-d desires

perfection of those who want perfection - the righteous. He doesn't ne
ther prayer, as G-d is perfect, and is unaffected by His creations. C
desires their prayer, as this will help them reflect upon their desire to see
within, and find a reason for why they might not have been answered a

yet. By G-d refraining from giving the matriarchs children, perhaps He w
allowing them time to perfect themselves, as their desire for children mi
not have been for the proper reasons at first. Through years of reflecti
they may have been allowed by G-d to perfect themselves. In all ca

whereoneis sick or deprived, the Torah teaches that self reflection al
teshuva - repentance - is the cure.

We pray for Israel's sick three times each day, and have spec
individuals in mind.But this cannot be the sole approach. We must follov
that somesin had brought this illness upon the person, and as of yetttthdalmud's lessons.
sickly individual could not discover his wrongdoing, and therefore may
have been stricken with illness. Job too remained in his state of physiBalader: Do you think that prayer on behalf on another does not help tt
distress until Elihu informed him of his error. It was this new concept whetison?
raised Job to a level on which G-d would now relate to him and heal him. Mesora: Moshe Rabbeinu prayed on behalf of many others, his sist

The chacham is one who can discuss matters with the sick person, dBteinYisrael, Joshua,...so Moshe did feel prayer for others is appropri
what the person's flaw is, and communicate his error to him. This neWtle question is, HOW?
gained knowledge about himself, and subsequent repentance, can rifabbi once taught that Moshe's prayer on behalf of the Jews saved t
thosethat are sick to the level where G-d will intercede to remove tiduring the Egel - the Golden Calf) in that he raised HIMSELF to a high
illness. This will be his remedy. As the gemora states, "it is not the siekal, which thereby removed G-d's need to destroy the Jews. So praye
who kills, but the sin". Additionally, the chacham's request for mercy frbahalf of another must have a relpdéut, FOR THOSE WE PRAY.

G-d is more likely to be heeded, as now, the chacham has communicatedrtidoshe’s case during the sin of the Egel, his prayer effectuated a cha
errorto theinvalid, and bases his prayer on this knowledge. [Accordindtd that was specifically because his raising of himself to a higher le
Maimonides, the higher the level of one's perfection, the more G-dddressed the problem of the Jews. His new state could address the .
involved with one's life. According one Rabbi, Job was suffering his triis Annihilation became unnecess&wyt how can this apply to one who is
due to his incorrect opinion of G-d's justice. As he became aware ofibk? When Moshe prayed for his leprous sister Miriam, G-d respond
mistake, and admitted it, G-d came back into his life and healed him, gifiingnmbers 12:14) "if her father spat before her, would she not be disgra
him greater success. This shows that when a person reaches a highefdegelyen days?" So Miriam's punishment was not lifted. In this case w
G-d is more related to him, and intercedes on his behalf. Maimonides gpelsick woman about whom you have emailed me, the Talmudic soul
this out clearly in the "Guide for the Perplexed". G-d will respond with whabted(Baba Basra) teaches our correct response: seek a chacham s
is good for a person based on the person's gl believe that the personmay determine with wisdom what flaws exist in the giekson.In this
must do the act of prayer him/herself. He must formally request his neadaner, she may repent with this new knowledge. G-d will then lift h
and by doing so, perhaps he will discover during his prayer (which meaitigéss, as this illness now fulfilled its task, and is no longer needed.

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

(continued from page 1)
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Again, the Rabbis designed the Shemoneh Essray (prayer) for the pur
thatmanreflect on primary ideas of perfection. This precise series of praise
requests and thanks to G-d, is the Torah's formula for our engagement of (
whenin need. This is not the purpose of Tehillim (Psalms), nor was Tehillir
selected by the Rabbis as our approach.

Maimonides Laws of Idolatry, 11:12:
"One who makes utterances over a wound and onecatiea verseof
the Torah, and similarly one wheads a verse on an infant so it should

not be frightened, and one who places a Torah scroll or Tefilin on a chil
s0 he should sleep, it is not enotdigithem that thegire in the categorpf
horoscopists and enchanters (idolatry), but theyin the groupof those
who deny the Torah. For they make thedwaf Torah into physical

remedies, when theye only remediedor the soul, as it is stated, "and
they shall be life for your soul.”

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

(continued from previous page) A Rabbi commented on this law of Maimonides. He stated that one wi
seeks physical protection from the words of the Torah, degrades the Torah
Yes, pray for her, but this is not what the Talmud suggested. We mushabis case of reciting Tehilim to heal someone). Had one resorted
asour Sages taught, not invent new devices. | wonder, did the auth@ngéging idolatrous objects such as crystal balls, black cats, etc., instea
Psalm's himself recite them to save himself, or to contemplate true i@lesh (Tehillim) verses, he would not be as corrupt, as the Torah would n
whenin distress? The right approach taught by the Sages is to pray Waea been degraded. A Tehillim practitioner violates reason, and Maimonid
sick. Tehillim was not specified as the proper response. law. The Rabbi also made the salient point that by reciting Torah verses
A Rabbi once taught that one may and should pray for another pgsBgsical gain, such a person denies G-d's system of Providence: that
insofar as one has sincere concern about their well-being. It is nevertraetsstep in to save this sick person by Himself. He also denies G-d's sys
the prayer of the sick person himself which is of the greatest value. Thif Reward and Punishment: that illness befalls a person due to sin, and it
stated in the Torah, Genesis 21:17, "And God listened to the voice ofuiigounishment. With the recital of Torah verses, one foolishly feels he ¢
lad..." Eventhough Ishmael's mother Hagar prayed for him, God listeneditoumvent G-d's system. Tragically, this person denies G-d's role as "Day
Ishmael's prayer over that of his mother's. Rashi comments: "From hefemes", a "True Judge", Who acts with perfect fairness. The nonsense
derive that the prayer of the sick person himself is superior to the prayeroiiing Tehilim as a cure (however wrongfully construed it may work
others, and it is prior in terms of being accepted by God. undermines G-d's system which is based on rational principles and w
perfect design. Conversely, a Tehillim practitioner has no explanation for
Reader: | heard once the following explanation: Why should Hashegtions. According to him, a wicked person should be healed if Tehillim
listen to the prayer of a third person? Because though Hashem decideshitiafor him. One foolishness follovesiother. The Rabbi concluded by
thebest for a person is to be sick at this moment, Hashem did not wansthidg that such practices cause a person to move away from following G-
athird person should be in distress. Thus, If a (third) person really feels ¥e learn that a person's good intent to save a sick friend, may justify &
pain of another person and davens for him, Hashem might decide thdbadlish notion. He feels convinced that if he partakes in reciting Torah verse
sick person should become healthy. thenheis fully in line with the Torah. He feels he is being 'religious’, if the
Mesora: The Talmud's explanation makes sense. Your explanation adgects of his destructive practice are Torah objects. Similarly, many peo
not: What perfection comes about for the sick person through the distredseok Mezuzas when enduring bad times. Their fallacy is this: objects
athird party, that G-d would remove this sick person' suffering? Was noffthrah commands, may also be used for personal agendas. Here, one de\
victim's suffering due to his imperfection? Does he not still remain withflien G-d's words, as G-d never commanded such practices.
imperfection? Additionally, we see from G-d's response to Moses' prayer ¥hen G-d's laws of not adding to, or subtracting from the Torah a
Miriam, that G-d does not remove illness due to stress on a third partydisabeyed in favor of idolatry, it is clear that what needs to be checked is 1
Moses). theMezuza, but rather, ma.

-]
IN MEMORY OF

ISIDOR BIUMENTHAL

A supporter of Torah institutions
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Parashas Yayishlach

RABBI BERNARD FOX

cannot overcome Yaakov.[O H{ e T mme o .
strikes Yaakov and dislodges h Tls e " - b=
hip.OThe man asks Yaakov t ' -, B -
releasehim.OYaakov insists thatf
the angelfirst bless him.Yaakov
then asks the angel to reveal hig
name. The angel responds thag#&
Yaakov has no need for thigus
information.0 The man blessef'§
Yaakov and is released. /
Sefer HaChinuch explains thag

this encounter communicated ]
prophetic message. Yaakov' i
descendants will experience exild
They will be persecuted by thd@f {
descendants of Esav.0 Esavj# iy

o 3 ‘ _'
by the dislocating of Yaakov’s hip. ’ A
However, they will not overcomeiiiielE
Bnai Yisrael.OUltimately Yaakov's =

descendants will triumph, just al
Yaakov overcame Esav’s angle.[1]

Jewish people.[This is represents

Through entering into diplomatic
relations with the Roman Empire,
the nation embarked on the road
leading to Roman conquest.[5]

Nachmanides ammentsmay be
true in retrospect.[Perhaps, looking
back in history we can identify the
beginning of the fall of the second
commonwealth. However, it seems
unfair to criticize the leaders of that
time for their decision to develop
relations with the Roman Empire.O
Similarly, it seems overly critical to
fault Yaakov for contacting Esav.O
Perhaps, Yaakov precipitated the
confrontation with Esav.[However,
he could not know this!lBased on
thefacts available he made the best
decision!

We can answer these questions
based upon Nachmanides’
interpretation of the dialogue
between Yaakov and thangelldn

Nachmanides agrees with Sefauffering of his descendants at thdashem’s tool.[lHis descendanthatdialogue the angel explained to

HaChunuch’s interpretation of thishand of Esav.[He asked this angen only turn to Hashem forYaakov that even the most well-
encounter[] He also explainsto reveal his name.OWhat is thealvation.[TThey will not succeed irconsidered plans would not save
additional elements of themeaning of this request?CWhasaving themselves throughthe Jewish  nation  from
incident.CJOne issue Nachmanidesoes the name of the angaliplomacy or other manipulations. persecution.JOnly the Almighty
discusses is the dialogue in ouepresent?Cln the Torah names arel his interpretation of can provide salvation.[d
passage. What was Yaakov'ssometimes more than mer&lachmanides’ position explaingNachmanides’ analysis of Yaakov’s
objective is seeking the angel'appellations.[1n some instances, @nother odd comment.lJ In theerrorin greeting Esav and the fall
name?0 Why did the angekntity's name describes itdeginning of the parashapf the second commonwealth
withhold this information? nature.[3] In our case, the nameéNachmanides explains thaillustrate this concept.0In both
He explains that the angel toldienotes the nature of the angeYaakov’s encounter with Esawases sound judgment dictated
Yaakov that he had no use for thisaakov was asking the angel tprovides a model for futureinitiating contact with a potential
knowledge.OO Only Hashem caneveal its nature.dYaakov wantedealings with Esav’s descendanteiemy.CIn both cases this sound
provide salvation to Yaakov ando understand the reasons andfe should study Yaakov's strategyjudgment did not produce the
his children.CIf they call to thiscauses for Esav’s persecution @nd apply it in our own times.[4][desired outcome.OYaakov awoke
angel for help, he will not the Jewish people.OWhat are théatter, Nachmanides commentEsav's jealousy.) The second
respond.[2] reasondor this hatred?0How canthat Yaakov made one error in hisommonwealth entered into a
Nachmanides comments arBnai Yisrael manipulate events taealings with Esav.[He should nadisastrous relatonship.O
enigmatic..What help did Yaakowrotect itself?00 These were théave alerted Esav to his approactNachmanides is not criticizing.[He
hope to secure from the angel?Ekcrets Yaakov sought. Instead, he should have quietlis illustrating the limits of our
Did Yaakov actually believe that The angel understood Yaakov'seturned to his father’s home.OHabilities to control our fate.
thereis a refuge other than théntention.CHe realized that Yaakowshould not have contacted Esav.[l
Almighty? hoped to rescue his descendantérough sending messengers to“And Esav ran to greet him.
Based on Sefer HaChinuch anffom suffering.0 The angelEsav, Yaakov awoke his brother&nd he hugged him. And he fell
Nachmanides’ interpretation of thisesponded that Yaakov's plajealously and hatred.lpon his neck and he kissed
event, we can understand thesmnnot succeed.(0The fate of Bn&lachmanides further commenthim. And they cried.”({Bereshg
comments.[ Yaakov received &israel solely rests in the hands dhatthesameerrorwasrepeated by 33:4)
prophecy describing the futurehe Almighty.00 Esav is merely thesecond Jewish commonwealth.[Yaakov and Esav finally meet.]

(continued on next page)
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Parashas Yayishlach

RABBI BERNARD FOX

(continued from page 5)

Yaakov succeeds in appeasindetermine the specific quality thatonvince their people to uetho people of Canaan were not so

Esav.[Ou pasuk describes Esav'svaslacking. circumcision.l] They hoped thaimmoral as to condone the behavior
responséo Yaakov.[Esav hugs and “And Yaakov said to Shimon andShechem and Chamor wouladf Shechem.[OThey would recognize
kisses his brother. Leyve, recognize that they could not meehe right of Yaakov and his sons to
In the actual text a series of dots[J the condition.d0They would returnrescue Dinah.OFinally, they would
appear over the term “and he “You have stained me through Dinah.[8] understand the necessity of using
kissed him."0t is generally agreeanaking me despicable to the  Shechem, Chamor and their peopteibterfuge. Shechem, Chamor and
that these points indicate apeople of the land — the surprised Yaakov and his sons.[Thefeir people outnumbered Yaakov

secondary meaning within theCanaanites and the PrezitesAhd accepted circumcision. Nowand his sons.[TThey could not rescue
phrase. There is a controversy asny people are fewin number. Yaakov and his sons were confrontetieir sister without first disabling her
to the secondary meaning of theAnd they will gather against me with a dilemma.C0They were facedaptors.[1Bnai Yisrael would not be
pasuk.0 Rashi offers twoand strike me and destroy me and with two options.[They could allowcondemned for acting unethically.[]
explanations.JHe comments thahy household.”[(Beresheit 34:30) Dinah to stay with Shechem.OThidNeither were they in danger of
some Sages suggest that theThe prince Shechem daaps was an outcome they had notretribution.[9]O
notation indicates that the kiss waBinah, the daughter of Yaakov.[Hanticipated.[Alternatively, they could [
not completely sincere.lJ Otherdoves Dinah and wishes to make hattempto rescue Dinah.
Sages argue that Esav washis wife.lYaakov's sons devise a We can now begin to understanfl](]Rav Ahron Haleyve, Sefer
genuine.JHowever, the notatiomplan to rescue Diah. They tell Yaakov's reaction to the behavior oHaChinuch, Mitzvah 3.
tells us that this behavior washechem and his father Chamor th&himon and Leyve.[IYaakov and his
exceptional and temporary.[J Irthey cannot allow Dinah to marry aisonsfelt that it would be tragic to[2] Rabbaynu Moshe ben Nachman
general, Esav’'s hatred of Yaakouncircumcised man.[JHowever ifgive Dinah to Shechem.[0TThey ha(Ramban /  Nachmanides),
remained undiminished.[6] Shechem, Chamor and their peopifeever expected this outcomeCommentary on Sefer Beresheit

It seems that both opinions agresill agree to circumcise then theyHowever, at this point Yaakov and2:30.
that the dots alert us to a need te@an join with the children of Yaakovhis sons were faced with the
qualify the overt message of thasasingle people. consequences of the afgan.0 [3](Bee Sefer Shemot 3:13 and 6:3.
passage.They only dffer on the = Shechem, Chamor and their peopléaakov maintained that they must
specific qualification intended.[@ccept this arrangement.[TThe peopdecept these unfortunate results afg] Rabbaynu Moshe ben Nachman
But how do the points transmit theircumcise.1 While they aregive Dinah to Shechem in marriage.(Ramban /  Nachmanides),
messagethat a qualification is recovering from the procedure, We can now understand the dispuommentary on Sefer Beresheit,
needed?UGershonides provides Shimon and Leyve enter the towrhetween Yaakov and his sonslatroduction to Parshat VaYishlach.
fascinating response to thiill all of the men and rescue Dinah.Bccording to Sforno Yaakov made
question.(JHe explains that dots In our pasuk, Yaakov condemnswo points.[[Heargued that Shimon [5] Rabbaynu Moshe ben Nachman
were traditionally used by scribesthe actions of his sons.[JHe sonand Leyve had endangered all gRamban /  Nachmanides),
to identify words to be erased.[Fodefend their behast.[JThey argue Bnai Yisrael.[IThey were a minorityCommentary on Sefer Beresheit
example, if a scribe would find ahatthey could not allow their sistergroup in the land of Canaan.JTh&82:4.
mistake in a document, he woultb be treated as a prostitute.0Thisther people of the land would
indicate the error with a series oflispute is dficult to understand.fdentify with the Shechem, Chamof6] Rabbaynu Shlomo ben Yitzchak
dots.[Latter the scribe would erasgéaakov was present when thand their people.[TThey would seefRashi), Commentary on f&e
the mistake.[INow the message dfrothers presented their proposal & avenge this wrong committed byBeresheit 33:4.
the dots is clearer.C The terncircumcision.[He certainly knew thaBnai Yisrael. Yaakov and his
associated with the dots must barcumcision would not change thehildren could not defend themselvgg] Rabbaynu Leyve ben Gershon
understood as in the passage antbral character of Shechemfrom such an attack. (Ralbag / Gershonides),
notin the passage.tn other wordsghamor and their people..JHe mustHowever, this was not Yaakov'sCommentary on Sefer Beresheit,
we must qualify the meaning of thehave suspected that the brothers hatiole argument.JYaakov and his(Mosad HaRav Kook, 1994), pp.
term.[7] somehidden plan.OYet, when thissonshad violated theirdrgan.[TThis 126 and 200.

The example of our pasuk servgdanwasexecuted Yaakov protestedtiisturbed Yaakov.[0The people of]
to illustrate Gershonides’What was his dispute betweeanaan would conclude that Yaakov
interpretation.0The term “and heraakov and his sons? and his sons were dishonest. Thj8] Rabbaynu Ovadia 8fno,
kissed him” is accompanied by Sforno explains that Yaakov andvould reflect poorly on their Commentary on Sefer Beresheit,
dots.[0This means that the Esav dhis sons never assumed that tmeorality and ultimately on Hashem. 34:13.
not kiss Yaakov in the fullestShechem and Chamor would agreéWhat was the response of Shimon
sense. Something was lackingto circumcision.[TThey also assumednd Leyve?JAccording to Sforno[9]0 Rabbaynu Ovadia 8fno,
from Esav’s expression of love.[that even should they accept thithey disputed both of Yaakov'sCommentary on Sefer Beresheit,
remains for the Sages only teondition, they would neverarguments.CThey maintained that th84:30-31.
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(Reader's reponse to Judaism'scarelessly, or purposefully. Once wio thereasoning quoted. this, since Americans and lawyers are
position that the Torah is true, andlemonstrate that in any event, theReader: You mentioned in othervery common in our experience and
Revelation at Sinai is proven fact.)  phenomenaare easily apprehended articles that we accept as truth sudhe claim to be one is "ordinary".

and that there were masses, the stahings as the existence of Caes&towever, if | claimed to be the

Reader: You could write a history of must be true. We have removed theithout a great deal of corroboratiorambassador of the Beta Reticulan
Washington only because many othersnly two possibilities that this storyWell, there is, in fact, much toRadish People with angent message
alive during Washington's time, wrotenay be false. We use this method tmrroborate Caesar's existence, not jist humanity, you may want more
about him. Documents from his timgrove and disprove all historicabne, biased, sourceéEven if there proof to substantiate my claim than my
exist and can serve as sources f@cords. weren't, believing in Caesar's existenstatementhatthatis who | am because
current-day  historians.  Also, If | were to write down ®orge is no great stretch; it was very typical imy claim would be "extraordinary.”
Washington himself left behind aWashington's presidency accuratelfistory for empires to exist, and foiThis is not to trivialize whahappend
record of much of what he didtoday, my delay in documenting hisheseempires to have emperors. It igt Sinai but it also is an "extraordinary"
Contrast this with the Torah, which waexistence and position does naiot typical for a supernatural being telaim and must, therefore, require
written centuries after the last allegedompromise the truths of which | writepresentHimself to humans and giveextraordinary proof, even more than
eyewitness died. There is no evidendehe only way any historical account ithemthe Truth of existence. my example, because, as you have
thatrecords of the Sinai events writtetransmitted identically by masses, is if Mesora: This is not true. Caesar'pointed out, accepting this "claim"
during their occurrence ever existedt truly happened. existence and reign are verified in theould require one to change his life!
No other historical sources exist to Your primary error is in your samewnay. The "saying it is so" of a document first
verify the Torah's account. The writerassumption that the Torah was notYou make two errors: 1) that onevritten centuries after the events'
of the Torah themselves do not claim taritten until yeardater. The Rabbis - large group of Jews is "biasedOu alleged occurrence and after the last
be eyewitnesses. the recipients of the Torah -method discounts yousrgument; 2) alleged eyewitnesses died cannot serve

Mesora: (I preempt myreponse by unanimously agree to have it as accepting natural law is no “"easierassuch required proof. Is this not why
stating that theeasoning usedherein transmitted truth that the Torah wathan accepting miracles, once youmost experts on the Bible doubt the
is basedprimarily on a class by awritten by Moses himself, and at thenderstand the truth of G-d, proven bijteral occurrence of the 18 events
Rabbi, who explained the rationalgrecise time of the events. The Torah&inai, and you understand His abilitiegnd some go so far as to say that it is
underlying the proof of G-d'sauthorship, its writing by Moses, andiiracles are no more of a problem teegend?

Revelation at Sinai, and history irthe miraculous revelation at Sinai, waprove than natural laws. Both, Mesora: There is no such thing as
general.) accepted and attended by 2.5 milliomiracles, and natural laws must have"aextraordinary proof' as you suggest.

The date an account is written playseople respectively. Additional Desgner. Before Creation, there wereéAn event is either proven or not, and
no role in the veracity of the story"sources" as you refer, are unnecessama natural laws, as there was yet niereis one litmus test; the reasoning
documented. We confirm historicaln fact, additional sources arehing called "nature". The Designer ofve have already described above. The
truths based on the presence of twmpossible, as the event was witnesséte universe is not bound by the naturaffect a proof may have on my life (i.e.,
elements; 1) simple phenomena, and®y ONE source - the Jews an&i laws that He creates, and hence, Himy acceptance of a Torah lifestyle)
massesf eye witnesses. | will explain.When one has absolute "proof'abilities include His creation of bothplays no role in the veracity of the
Simple phenomena remove ignoran@ready based on unanimou$Miracles" are nothing other than thevent. That which eventuates as a resul
onthe partof the witnesses, as their i€orroboration, additional corroboratiorsuspension of natural laws. If G-d caof my belief, cannot mitigate the
no room for error in what they is of no use. Once an event is provesieate natural law, this means that Hgocess used in proving the belief. For
perceived. At Sinai, the Jews saw taue 100%, you cannot increase thaetermined these laws to exist, and alsgample, if mixing two chemicals
mountain on fire and heard word400%!' Understand how corroboratiodetermined when and where they amoduces a new color in the compound,
emanating from the fire. People clearlfunctions: in the absence of absolutpplied. Both miracles and natural lawa color | dislike, | cannot deny that this
recognize these three things, i.e., firgroof, (i.e, 100% corroboration) partiahrecreations of the Creator. The proahixture produced this color, due to my
mountains and words. We don't suggesbrroboration removes a ‘quantity’ abf Sinai teaches that there is a Creatsubsequent dislike of th@lor. So too
they erred about their perception. Andoubt. When in conflict with anof the universe. Only the Creator cais our case. If ®iai is proven -
massesattesting unanimously to oneopposing story, events der be responsible for intelligent wordsegardless of how | must now live in
event removes all possibility ofexamination carry doubt to theiemanating from fire. All created lifelight of its proof - then Sinai is proven.
fabrication. Mass conspiracy isveracity. But 100% corroboration would perish in fire, let alone retain théeriod. Personal considerations cannot

impossible, as masses cannot share@uates to absolute proof. ability to speak intelligently whencompromise an accurate method of
common motive to lie. Therefore, Another point: You say, "Washingtorengulfed in flames. proving events.
ignorance and fabrication are the onlgft behind a record." You accept this Regarding Bible critics, | suggest that

two meansby which history may be fact, with no qualification. You have Reader: You may have heard thgust as you would refrain from
transmitted in a corrupt form:not proven that these records arexpression "Extraordinary claimsaccepting a child's theories on
Ignorance is a "careless" error, whilgVashington's. Don't you need to proveequire extraordinary proof." If |astrophysics, refrain from critics who
fabrication is a "purposeful" errorthis before using it as part of anotherlaimed to be an American citizen anédlso have no comprehension of what
There are no other possibilities. In atirgument? By what method do youwa practicing attorney, | would not needhey discuss. The Torah is not a book to
of his activities, man functions eithetprove" such claims? You must admia greatdeal of proof to substantiatedbe 'read’, but a deep and precisely

(continued on next page)
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designed system which may only bi it is followed by a minority of Earth'sarecorrupt. One who gave life, i.e., G-d. Now that
understood by one trained in its methgabpulation. Would you say Einstein's Why did G-d did not desire thel have learned the proof that G-d gave
of thought, using the principles otheories are false, since the majoritprthcoming Messianic "proof for allonly one religion, | consult that book
derivation received by Moses from G-dannot fathom his words? Is it at alhations" to take place earlier? That, weloneto determine morality. My next
at Sinai. Without instruction and thespossible that the One who createahswer, is G-d's knowledge. We cannetepis to see what else G-d defines as
interpretive tools, Bible critics know a€instein's mind, is of a highetknow His waysBut we learnthatG- truth. G-d also says not to alter the
much about Torah as the child knowisitelligence? Additionally, does notd's mercy demands the ioiate Torah - at all. Additionally, He said the
about astrophysics. "free will" demand that each individuaremoval for all other nations to denyvent of Sinai is a one-time event. A
select his path in life? that many wilHim, upon Messiah's arrival. massrevelation will not occur again. |
Reader: If G-d's purpose for choose corruption? that this alone summarize this information and realize
Judaism is to be the one and onlgxplains why many fail to observe Reader: If we can't prove that onlythatthe Torah is the only religion, that
revelation of Truth, then He has failedudaism? Judaism is true because of what | saiidcan not be altered, and that G-d will
because so few people are following it, But think about your words, "He hasn #1, then faith is required to accept inever give another religion. This
unless you have a better explanatidailed because so few people aiéfaith is the basis of a religion, then itnakes perfect sense, as G-d knew the
for why so few people are followingfollowing it." Let's consider a scenariois impossible to know objectively whafuture, and all of man's eventual
the Truth. Do you think it is important99% of the Earth follows Judaism. Itheological claims are true. The onlgorruption, andnonethelessHe is
to G-d to have at least the majority ofhis case, you would say G-d has netay to attempt to distinguish trutHcontent' that His Torah is the perfect
people knowing the Truth, or do yodailed and Judaism is the singular trutftom falsehood when it comes t@nd complete system, never to be
think He doesn't care at all for HiBut what if that 99% declined toreligions is to look at their moral andaltered. Thereby, | know all other
creatures except for those few of uE%....how does this affect the truth afthical codes to see how the behaviagligions are false. And even if they
lucky enough to be born Jewish? Judaism, or of G-d's desire that mahat is commanded of the faithfulcontain prohibitions which are
suppose it's possible that G-d coulidllow Judaism? It is the same Judaiscomplies with the religion's idealsidentical to those in the Torah, the truth
actually care only about Jews, but, that was followed by 99% of the Since the codes of all religions ares - they are not identical. What do |
that's so, then He is nothing more thamorld's population! Judaism, in thissimilar, then some Truth must exist imean?
a tribal G-d, not the G-d of thecase (and always) did not change. Thieem. And no, not all religions
Universe and all humanity. number of adherents plays no role itplagiarized” from Judaism. Hinduism As | said a few sentences back, one
| agreethat no matterhow well the Judaism's truth as the one religioand Buddhism forbid stealing evenis involved in perfection, not because
Truth is presented, there will always bgiven by G-d. though there is no direct connectiohedoesn't steal, but because he realizes
some people so perverse or ignorant You write, "...or do you think He between them and Judaism. Ondhis as G-d's word,...G-d's Torah word.
that they will refuse to accept it, justdoesn't care at all for His creaturesgain, | ask that you accept thes&bstention from stealing, when
like you will still find some people whoexcept for those few of ufucky comments as a genuine attempt fmerformed not as a Torah law, fails to
seriously believe that the Earth is flatnough to be born Jewish?" One is ndiscover Truth.- Sincerely, H.F. bring one closer to G-d. This person
and criminals will exist in even the'lucky to be born Jewish", if he lives Mesora: We have shown that Sinanow becomes closer to Jesus, if he
mostjust and prosperous of societiehis life poorly. Additionally, Adam, proves Judaism to be the only G-gderforms it as Jesus' word. Hence, his
But such people are a tiny minority. INoah, Shem, Yaphet, and Abrahangiven law, but | will address your otheact of not stealing is in fact, pure
Judaism were the only true religionisaac, and Jacob were not Jewish, yaincerns. You err gravely in that yogorruption. He continues in his folly to
then most human beings would beG-d loved them. feel a distortion of G-d's word (“truth"deify a human, while denying the
Jews. Since they are not, it must meanl agree with your urderlying exists in other religions) to beproof of Sinai. He denies G-d's words,
either that Truth is contained in moreentiment, that if Torah is the onlyacceptable. You err when you say theedready proven thousands of years ago.
than one religion or that G-d doesn'ttruth, that it is G-d's will that as manys good in other religions, as they too An act is not judged a good, based
care that most of His creatures aw@s possible follow it. Eventually, all include moral codes, such asolely on its physical similarity to the
following falsehood. peoplewill recognize their Creator, andprohibiting stealing. Yes, stealing iSTorah's command. Unless one
Mesora: You make quite a leap herefollow Him. Zecharya 14:9 statescorrupt, but Christianity does noperforms actions, as part of his
and with no reason. You haughtilyAnd it will be, G-d will be the King of include "truth" because it too includesdherence to Torah, he fails to perfect
claim G-d has failed. You are notheentire Earth, on that day, it will bestealing as a prohibition. One ihimself. Man is essentially his mind.
careful to talk about G-d, the Creator dthat) G-d will be one, and His naménvolved in perfection, not because hilis actions are secondary. We must
the universe (yourself included) withwill be one." Tlis means thatdoesn't steal, but because he realidesk at one's intent when judging his
theawedue him? Do you not even feaacceptance of G-d by the entire worlthis as G-d's word, G-d's Torah word. actions. Following any religion aside
His ability to punish one who opens his a goal, but it need not take place How do you understand this phraséom Judaism is a distortion of the
mouth in such a way? throughout history, but only ultimately."Abstention from morality is a good"?single religion given by G-d. It makes
Even if only a handful of people arelhis eventuality, and not an eterndly approach to dissecting this phraseo difference if one "physically"
following the right life, we do not sayacceptance is due to two factors: 13 to first ask, "what is 'morality'? Whomimics Torah laws. As long as one
thatthe majority of wrongdoers are noman's free will to be corrupt, 2) G-d'sletermines morality? Is killing an evildeviates an iota from the Torah, and
longer wrong, as they outnumbemmercy on man to ultimately bringa good, or at times, can it be either@ertainly when he invents new
othersWe do not say Judaism is falsggbout undeniable proof to those whhis can only be determined by theeligions, he is not following G-H
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