ALTHOUGHICOMMANDED TO TAKE OF THE FRUITS, CALEB &
" JOSHUA DID NOT4THEY REALIZED WHAT MOSES DID NOT; THE
#® . CORRUPT'SPIES WOULD USE THESE STRANGELY LARGE

« FRUITS TO MOBILIZE SUPPORT FOR THEIR REBELLION. THUS,
‘CALEB & JOSHUA WERE CORRECT TO THINK RATIONALLY FOR
THEMSEI_._YES, EVEN OPPOSING MOSES. —Rabbi Reuven Mann
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Shelach

RABBI BERNARD FOX

“They will not see the land
that | promised to their
forefathers.CJAll that anger Me
will not see it.” [(BeMidbar
14:23)

Where should we liveAie we
obligated to live in Israel?Tiue,

for not picking up tomorrow an
moving.[But should we have as
personal objective relocating at

(continued on page 5)

there may be legitimate reaso({s about the land that they were going to conqlibe [Spies were the

RABBI MENDY FEDER

In order to understand the story of
Meraglim we must first examine the n
and cause of their sifIcareful analysis of 1 .
story raises many perplexing questions that's
demand explanatiorproper appreciation of the
story will teach us some very important lessons, %
which can help us in perfecting our own behaviorand =~ =
our relationship with our Creator.(J _

We must first investigate the motivation behind the
mission of the Meraglim.Rashi remarks that Bnei
Yisrael initially proposed the missionMoshe was
ambivalent about this propositiorQii the one hand he
understood Bnelvisrael's need to scout the land, but %
apparently recognized a latent danger in the operation.
Moshe was perplexed, and accordingly sought cotnosel
God.What was Moshe’s concern®[strong case could be
made that the mission made absolute sedsgdism &
demands that a person be proactive and behave in accordance
with his intellect.o sit back and expect God to take care of =+
one’s needs is a distorted, infantile idea of bitachtastin ;
God.[True bitachon demands the individual utilize his tzelem =
Elokim, his mind, to act rationally and to take security only in
his recognition of the ultimate realitylé people wanted to know

nobility of the Jewish people, men of distinction and leaders of the
people.dhey felt that a scouting mission was essential to properly plan =
an attack.Did not Yehoshua ultimately send scouts priorertering the

(continued on next page)
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(The Spies cont. from page 1)

Weekly

land 40years later?ClHow was the action of 1
Meraglim any different?What bothered Mosh
about this mission and what was the nature o
concern?

In order to identify angbroperly understand th
dangers of the mission we must scrutinize
entire sequence of eveftA thorough analysig
based on the comments of Chazal, gives ris
many questions, the resolution of whitay help
us comprehend the underlying sin of the spies.

(The spies, upon returning, reported th
findings to the entire Jewish peopl@rE of their
conclusions was that Ere¥israel was “eretz
ochelet yosheveha,” (Bamidbar 13:32jand that
consumes its inhabitant&&shi explains that th
scouts reported that wherever they went t
encountered an inordinate number of funer
This, they felt, reflected the fact that it wag
difficult and treacherous land to settlR&hi
explains that the spies failed to perceive the g
intent of God's actions@od chose to distract th
inhabitants so that they would not pay any hee
the spies, thereby removiagy element of dange
from the mission.The Gemara in Sotah 35a ad
that the residents of the land were at the funer|
lyov, who protected that generation.[Neverthe
the spies did not appreciate this Divine assista
Calev and Yehoshua, on the other han
recognized and appreciated this kindness of C
They reported to the people, “sar tzeel

www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

his the case, the Baal@bsafot ask, what was the
eintent of Calev in visiting their graves?(How could
f Bicch a visit possibly help Calev in asking for
mercy from God?0Furthermore, what was the
eintent of Calev in asking for mercy and what did
ttiés have to do with not succumbing to the advice
,of the spies2The Gemara also tells us that
eYwhoshua did not join Calev in his journey to
kivrei Avot because Moshe had alreagtyight
God's compassion on his behalf when he change
diis name from Hoshea téehoshua.[This was
done so that God would save him from the bad
counsel of the spies.[How does a name change ¢
a visit to a cemetery protect one from becoming
pfalling into a bad crowd?

heyrhe question that is most basic to the whole
alstory is: why were the spies and the rest of the
r@ation terrified about attacking the inhabitaots
the land?MWhere was their trust in God®81Gad
ameked Moshe, “How long will [this nation
econtinue]na to have faith in Me, despite all the
dstgns | have performed in its midst?” (ibid. 14:11).
rThis nation witnessed the most miraculous of
dalagues and watched as most powerful nation ir
atted world was renderedonerless.[This nation
eslgserved the total annihilation of the Egyptians at
ntecIsplitting of the Red Sea as they marchec
dthrough walls of flowing waterThis was nation
baksl God personally brought out of Egypt and
esheltered and sustained in the wildernas#at

Parsha

me’aleihem” (ibid. 14:9)Gad has removed hiscould possibly cause them to suddenly questior

shade, his protection, from the peoples of the |3
Rashi tells us that Calev anéhoshua were
referring to lyov, their proteatowhom God hag
killed.[As sich, the inhabitants of the lamdere
now vulnerabléo being destroyed.

We must pause and askhat do the Gemar
and Rashi mean&té they positing thdyov lived

r@dd’s ability to lead them into therdPisel
Land?[Cauld they have doubted His abilitp
protect them?[@&h a possibility seems absiird

In order to answer these questions we must firs

understand the state of mind of the Jewish peopl
aat this fateful time in historyllhie Gemara in Sotah

34b states that we have a tradition that the name

at this time?OFurthermore, why were the o
spies so blinded to God's helpful hand?[]

After reporting their findings the spies rallied
people and incited them to complain aga
Moshe and Aharon.The people said, “let u
appoint a new leader to and return to Egypt” (i
14:4). The Gemara in Sanhedrin 107b states
the language of, “nitnah roskegpoint us a leader

hef the various spies allude to their actions.I'Setur
ben Michael’ was so named because “setur
hma'asav shel haKadosh Baruch Hog'distorted

nse actions of God.OHis father's name connotes
“mach E-l,” he patrayed God as weakRashi

ieixplains that his hatred of God caused him to lie ir
thist report.C]He portrayed God as weak by
comparing Him to a homeowner who is unable

is “lashon avodah zarah an expression that remove his furniture from his house, the
connotes idolatry.”Mhis comment is difficult tg underlying accusation being that God is unable tc
understand\WWhat is the connection between Bnalrive the inhabitants out of the land.[*Nachvi ben
Yisrael's fear of entering the land and idolatry?[]] Vofsi” was named because “hechvi d'varav shel

Calev andrehoshua did not participate in the siilashem,”he cancealed the words of God."[His
of the other spiesliiorder to help us understandather’s name alludes to “pise’ah al midotaw®
the ramifications of the siwe must first analyze ignored God's attributesRéshi explains that he
the behavior of Calev antkhoshua to understarjdconcealed things by not reporting things the way
why they didn't participate.The Gemara in S actually observed them.[He also ignored the
34b tells us that Calev went to kivirot — the | good things that God did for Bneisvaelby not
graves of his forefathers in order to plead for reporting them accurately, for example, by
God to have mercy on himlhe BaaleiTosafot | reporting that the land consumed its inhabitants
cite the Gemara in Brachos 18a which states|thatl giving BneiYisrael impression thate land
the dead lack knowledge of worldly everifsttat | was undesirable and impossilite conquerllHe

(continued on next page)
Page 2
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distorted and concealed the fact that God ca
these deaths in order to prevent their destrucii
An analysis of the Gemara poses se

Jewishilimes
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sedfront their own inadequacy led them to proje@iationship with Him.

their weakness onto God, comparing Him t

aMe can now also understand Chazal's

Felmeowner who is unable to move his furniturénférpretation of Calev and Yehoshua’s response ft

considerable difficulties\What does it mean thatUnconsciouslythey could not tolerate the notigrthe accusation of ‘it is a land that consumes its

the spieshared of God made them liars@lhy | that God would have to take care of them a

would these spies hate God®lthe inception of
the mission they were considered ha’saririie-
leaders.These were individuals that persong
experienced the great beneficence of the Cre
How could such noble individuals stoop to
base level of lying about the God Who took th
out of Egypt?What was the cause of th
behavior?

because they were totally helpless.C

But the question still remaingiov did this
IIkesentment prevent them from recognizing
atapjifeciating all of the good that God had
heontinued to do for them?Why did they
eamconsciously project their own weakness d
is5od and blind them to the display of provide
they had been sjdet to thus faf?

The Gemara, by citing the tradition that
spies’names allude to their actions, provides g

aiabitants[1 They responded by assuring the
people that;God removed the protection of the
inhabitants.”[Chazal state that this refers to lyov
antho had died and was the protector and strengtl
afor the inhabitants of the landdhazal are again
underscoring the basic sin of the Meraglityov
rigpified a person whose experience taught him the
nqgEoper perspective of one’s relationship wilte
Creator.[Gad does not exist merely to help a

heAn understanding of the Klal Yisrael's respongeerson fulfill his desires.[His providence is based

et the spieg’eport is quite revealingley did not

insight into the nature of the spiesih.[TThis | to cry out to God to assist them in conquering
Gemara sheds light on the psychologicahabitants nor did they demand that Mo
underpinnings of the actions of the spi@$ése| explain God's actions.Raher their immediate
men were faced with an internal confli€@ilthe | reaction was, “appoint us a leader and we
one hand they were the nobility, the leaders |amtiurn to Egypt” (ibid. 14:4)Our Sages teach U
guides of the nationBlt at the same time theythat this reaction stemmed from an idolatr
like all of Bnei Yisrael, had all of their needssmotion.Bnei Yisrael viewed God as a Father,
provided for by God.[0He liberated them frorheaven Who took care of their every need bec
slavery defeated their masters, protected themtirey were specialAll of the miracles, care, ar
the wilderness, and presently led them into theirstenance provided to them throughout
new homeland.Gansequently these leaders felExodus caused them to feel like spoiled childn
impotent.[They felt as though they, the would-p&hey failed to recognize the mission with wh
leaders of the Jewish people, had no role in tHibiey were charged at Sinai, that they were ch
salvation.DWith this underlying, unconscioligo act as a moral light unto the worl@tigy were
motivation, the leaders roused the people destined to enter the land of Israel, not bec
demand that Moshe send spies to scout ouf @ed wanted to fulfill their desires, but in order
land.[They did in order to play an active role in thitzve at the highest spiritual and intellectual le

upon man’s perfection as spiritual being.[The
thpies totally misconstrued the events they
slvdtnessed in the land of Israel in the same fashion
> which distorted their entire relationship with God.[
willYehoshua and Calev did not participate in the sin
0f the Meraglim but instead gave an accurate
haescription of what they witnessetitigy told the
ipeople not to worry about the inhabitants of the
alasel, assuring them that God would destroy therr
cand allow BneiYisrael to enter the landTbey
there aware of the true character of Byisiael's
emission and their relationship with Godehbshua
chnd Calev were capable of maintainitigir
pseicurity in  this relationship and were not
overwhelmed by the hysteria of the other spies.
aldeshe changedehoshua’s nameBy adling the
tname of God, Yah' to “Hoshaya” creating
vélehoshua”, Moses toldehoshua that God would

process of entering the land, thereby satisfyingd serve as a role model for the nations o
their need to feel proactive and importalsiiishe | world, causing them to exclaim “surely a wise
was cognizant of this psychological need but wdiscerning people is this great nation” (Deva
caught in a dilemma.On the one hand he4:6).00t was only because of thisission that Go

twve him from the bad counsel of the Meraglim.[
mdoshe was a rebbi t¥ehoshua, a teacher and
iguide.[He recognized the dangerous attitude of thi
other spies and warned his pugd Chazal tell

recognized that this request was a deviation frevatched over them and supervised th&gad’s | us, the act of changingehoshua’s name was a
the God's set course of action, for God had |mmbvidence functioned solely for the purpose wfay of requestingcompassion from God.O
commanded Moshe to send the spi€Biihe | enabling them to achieve spiritual perfectigrddmpassion from God is evoked when man

other hand he recognized that were he to

Bnei Yisrael's request their feelings of inadequ
would only intensify, generating feelings

resentment and possibly rebelliousnesdter
consulting with God, who left the decision up
Moshe, he reluctantly agreed to send spies i
attempt to satisfy the psychological need of
people and the leaders in a healthy marifbel
Gemara in Sotah is informing us of t
psychological mindset of the spie@bliously
they didn't hate God.[bivever,they resented th

dtigwever,like rebellious children, they could n
atylerate the fact that God had to take care

tealizes that his sins result from the frailties of the
falman condition.[]He seeks God's guidance tc

ofheir needs.They could not tolerate this becaysgive him the opportunity and ability to act in
the idolatrous emotiopevaded their relationshipaccordance with his tzelem Elokimhis intellect,
tith God.[They acted as though God existed |fdhat which allows him to approach Go@&yl
nthe sole purpose of caring for their needg elsanging his name Moshe secured this messag
thelpless children.[The hatred the Gemareensuring thalvehoshua would constantly remain
Ndescribes is the unconscious resentment theaware of the dangers and maintained steadfast |
hehild encounters when he realizes his gwhis relationship withGod.COu Sages tell us that
inadequaciesThe child cannot tolerate his totaCalev had to go out to kivrei avotthe graves of
edependence on the pareftiét is why there is no his forefathers +o seek compassion.[He was not

fact that God did everything for them, especi
since they were supposed to be the leaders
people.[Their pride would not allow them
accept the fact the state of being compl
passive and powerlesst(is this unconsciou
resentment that the Gemara refers to as “h
God.[Ot was this resentment which caused
spies to be terrified upon seeing the mi
inhabitants of the landRaher than attributing thi
reaction to their own failings, their inability to

alnswer to God's rhetorical question to MoshiBloshe’s main disciple and Moshe was not his
f“thew long will [this nation continueha to have| personal rebbi, as he was Yehoshua.[Cdev
faith in Me, despite all the signs | have performeecognized the dangers of his mission and he wer
@fyits midst?” (Bamidbar 14:11)tlis interesting to| to  kivrei avot..0 He sought inspiration from
note that the word “b'tocho,” “in their midstis | Avraham, Yitzchak, andYaakov, the great
Used instead of a word indicating that the mirackesefathers of our nation, men who had the propel
fveere done for themIBe reason why God wantegerspective of man’s relationship with Gothe

hty destroy them at this point time is that the Avot symbolized the missioard destiny of Bnei
people had totally corrupted themselves and theéisrael, for they were the origin and cause of our
mission by adopting this selfish view of theiexistence as the chosen peojiasafos is accurate

(continued on next page)
Page 3




\Volume IV, No. 37...June 24, 2005

(The Spies cont. from page 3)

in pointing out that the dead are unaware
worldly events, however, Calev desired that
Avot be a source of compassion for him in
different senseTlbey were his teacher3hey had
the proper perspective of the Jewish peof
relationship with God and their destingithis
critical time, as the Jewish people were ente
into the promised land, Calev sought inspiral
from the fathers and mothers of our nation to g
him from the negative influence of his peers.[
sought God's compassion because he recog
the frailty of man and sought and resoltecssist
those weaknesseslhe Torah teaches us th
Calev retained his strength of character becau

had a “ruach acheretd dff erent spirit than thetotal concealment of God'’s special providence
others.[Cdev possessed the true “ruach Elokin

the true spirit which is line with Gadwill.C]
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iesappraise their role as the Chosen Natidfinai
theas their punishmentPhey had to dig their own
dyraves and lie down in them, not knowing who
weould get up again.This was not a cruel or
unusual punishment.ll wes midda kheged
contrary,“vayivku —ard they cried,”Bnei Yisrael| midda.[0t alowed Klal Yisrael to reflect upon
riaged like helpless childrenlbey were incapabletheir relationship with GodGaod was notthere
iarh taking security in their relationship with theisimply to take care of their need&ad is the
dueeator.[Chazal teach us that God responded Bprei Olam -the Creator of the world and source
Htating that they were crying for no reason pofl all reality, as lyov hadecognized.[©rly by
hizephonded by promising, “l will give them reagdacing their own mortality as emanating from the
to cry.”[That night wagisha bAv, a day indelibly | Borei Olam could their idolatrous notions be

Jewishilimes
Weekly Parsha

ofJpon hearing the distorted report of the sp
tiee people did not discount the strength of
imhabitants.[They failed to recognize that Gg
would destroy their enemies and allow thenm
lelster to the land to achieve their desti@ynthe

attched into the calendar of our people as a d
sdragedyiTTisha bAv represents hester paninthe

nthe Jewish peopleThroughout the generatior
Bnei Yisrael would mourn offisha bAv, a day
which reflects the distance between God and
chosen peopleThe Meraglim lacked the prop
perspective of the relationship between God

mission.[This resulted in distancing the Jewi
people from God, establishing a chasm which
only be bridged in the Messianic Ela.tfie end of

the proper perspectivef their mission, and the

Klal Yisrael.[(They failed to recognize their try

\slaodittered.

The entire story of the Meraglim is followed by
farstrange sequence of everltsdls us of a group
of Jews, the mapilim, who immediately after God
ravaged the spies with the plague attempted t
ldigter into Israel\What were they thinking?[(Had
othey not personally withessed God's punishmen
avfcthe spies?Did they fail to recognize that they
avere not worthy of entering the land?e Torah
steaches us that Moshe and the Ark of God did no
wilildge as this group attempted to proceed intc
Eretz Yisrael.Oldwever, these people persisted,

days, BnelYisrael will again cleave to God, with'v'yapilu la’alot el rosh ha’har -bu they were

nstubborn [and proceededp asend to the

will be worthy of being a moral light unto th
world.[]
Another reflection of God's justice as bei

enountaintop” (ibid. 14:44).Reshi tells us that
“v'yapilu — ard they were stubbornis “lashon
nghoshech,”an expression connoting darkness.[]

midda k’'neged midda measure for measure HAlternatively Rashi suggests it is a language of
was Klal Yisrael's punishment for sympathizingzut —audacityCIThese people were still in the
with the Meraglim.hose alive at the time weredark.[They failed to perceive the true sin of the
incapable of entering into Ere¥israel.[TTheir | Meraglim and the character of their relationship
relationship with God was marred by theith God.[They were audacious and arrogant.C
idolatrous notion that they were special and tftey felt they were punished because they simply
God would take care of them as helpless childredoiibted God.They were like children, incapable
They did not appreciate the true character of thefirecognizing reality and persistent in achieving a
relationship with the Creator and were thgmal beyond their grasg.bey felt that God would
incapable of entering into the landThis | take care of them simply because they were
generation had to ddletuva and totally special.[This was azut, arroganc&hey felt that
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financially ready for those golden years. We provide compreher
assistance. Or, if you are self directed, we can simply look over
shoulder to make sure you are on the right path. Contact us tga

the Meraglim were punished because they
doubted God but felt that God was on their side.|
They felt that they were capable of entering the
land.Moshe and the Ark of God did not budge.C
Moshe recognized that these people were doome
to failure.[The Ark of God also did not budge.[
This represented that they were not worthy of
God's intervention.The failure of the Meraglim
was a failure of the greatest degritenent to the
core of their very existence as a nation and
demanded a generation of time to cufdese
people still suffered from the same maladiiy
were not worthy of God's providence and they
\i@ere totally destroyed.

DUrA careful analysis of the story of the Meraglim
affords us an excellent opportunity to reflect upon
our relationship with God as the Chosen Nation.|
It is only when we have a proper perspective of
our relationship with the Borei Olam and rid
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ourselves of any idolatrous notions can we be
worthy of redemptiorll
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some point —to Israel?[There is significan

popular confusion regarding this questidnisl| §

not my purpose to resolve this quest
conclusivelyBut hopefully, this discussion wi
clarify some of the key issues.

www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes
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Nachmanides wrote a critique of Maimonidej

Sefer HaMitzvot. Sefer HaMitzvot is
enumeration and description of the 6hzvot

of the Torah.OAs pat of his critique, &

Nachmanides provided a list of commandmé
that Maimonides neglected to count in
enumeration of the 61@itzvot.0On his list of
positive commandments that Maimonid

“missed”, Nachmanides includes the mitzvah &

posses the land of IsraelA¢cording to

Nachmanides, we are commanded to posses:
land.[We are not permitted to leave the land|it
the control of any other nations.[Neither are|V;

permitted to leave the land in a state
desolation.(In other words, according t
Nachmanides, the conquering, defending,
developing of the land of Israel is a posit
commandment.

Nachmanides quotes many passages fron
Torah that seems to confirm his contentig
One of his proofs is derived from this wee
parasha.lh this week’s parasha, the spi
discourage Bnalvisrael from conquering th
land of Israel.Bnai Yisrael heeds to the advi
of the spies and refuses to enter the laBatii]
the spies and the nation are punished sev
for this rebellion against Hashem§&la result
of their refusal to conquer the land the natio
condemned to wander in the wilderness for
years.[TThe clear implication of the entir
incident is that the Bnafisrael are commande
to posses the land of Israel and that t
rebelled against Hashem and K
commandments by refusing to proceed into
land.[1]

So, Nachmanidegaosition is clear.lThere is a

mitzvah to posses and settle the land of Isr
The mitzvah -ike all mitzvot included in th
613 commandments - aplies for all
generations.Bccording to Nachmanides, it

time to pack our bagslatidentally,this thesig
provides some justification and halachic ba

for creating a Jewish Statétlis unlikely that

Nachmanides expects us to posses and cg

the land and not establish some sort

governmental structureBUt this issue require

more extensive discussion.

But Maimonides’ position is less easily
understood.00As Nachmanides observe

Maimonides does not count possessing

living in the land of Israel as a mitzvat
a well-know

Meggilat Esther offers
explanation for Maimonidespasition.dJ He
explains that according to Maimonides,
commandment can only be included among

ar.

als

e = iy i ‘..- £ i
613 mitzvot if it applies for all generatiorAdy | future point in history but would not ap
n gegmandment that is given to be performed @mmentsd his own times or to ours
raCspecific time in history cannot be includedAnother ruling of Maimonides seems to
kamong the 613nitzvot.C0For exampleat the | contradict Meggilat  Esther's  thesis.O
eime of the giving of theTorah BnaiYisrael| Maimonidegxplains that if a man wishes to
ewere instructed to not approach or ascerekettle in the land of Israel and his wife
céinai.[This injunction was related to a specifieefuses, the man may divorce his wife and he
time —the Revelation.Bfter Revelation, thé has no obligatiorto pay his wife the amount
crgijzvah no longer operateslbiere is no she is promised by her ketubather marriage
prohibition against climbing Sinai today.tbntract.(Bnilarly, if a woman wishes to settle
h Therefore, this injunction cannot be counted the land of Israehrd her husbandefuses,
4mong the 613nitzvot.[2]0Meggilat Esthen she may demand a divoredth full payment of
econtends that the command to posses the |ldwad ketubalfi5]

dof Israel was given to Moshe alYéhoshua to This ruling clearly seems to contradict
hpgrform.0The command continued to beéVieggilat Esther’s thesis that there is no
diginding and active until the exile from the landommandment in our times live in the land
thé Israel.[But with exile, the command wasof Israel. It would be remarkable and
suspendedltwill reemerge with the Messianjacompletelynlikely for Maimonides to rule that
era.[But in the interim, there is no requiremerda woman is deprived of her ketubah for
). [posses or conquer the lantherefore, this i refusing to settle in Israel if living in Israel is of
s not a command that applies for all generationsdfl a commandment and obligatioh.is also
Like the injunction to not ascend Sinai, thenlikely that Maimonides in his code ofaw —
gequirement to conquer the land of Isra@ stating a law that was irrelevant in his time
emegesand reemerges at specific moments é#md remais irrelevantl

digstory[As a result, it cannot be counted amongHowever, the contradiction to Meggilat
the 613 mitzvot.[3] Esther’s thesis is even clearer if theimudic
ntrbhis is an amazing assertioit.Seems to bg source for Maimonidestuling is explored.O
iof direct opposition to numerous statements [althimonidesbases his ruling on a discussion in
srulings of Maimonides.JOre obvious| Tractate Ketubot.Tosefot explain that there are
contradiction is found in Maimonidessome authorities that do indeed contend tha
comments in his Mishn@orah regarding thethere is no obligation to live in Israel in our
ssignificance of the land of IsraeMaimonides| times.[Tosefot maintain that these authorities
giates that a person should live in the langwbuld contend that th&almud’s ruling —as
nISrael —even in a city dominated by pagans. oted by Maimonides does not applyn our
nexplains that it is prohibited to leave the land dfmes.[6]0In other words, the Talmud’s
Israel even to live in a city that is predominateljfiscussion and Maimonidestuling are
populated by Jews.[4)0seems very unlikely premised on the assumption that there is
i@t Maimonides is referring to some past afitzvah to live in Israel.[l this mitzvah were

ply his

-

C

(continued on next page)
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suspended, the ruling would be vaid.is clear
from Tosefot's analysis that according
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individual mitzvot are all part of a sngle | words, according to Maimonides, theeno
toomplex and integrated systent.iS true that & specific obligation to live in the land of Israel.0]

Maimonides, there is a mitzvah to live in Israspecific mitzvah can independently functipmstead, there is a general obligation to observe

at all times.

Of course, this creates a problemfd
Maimonides agrees that there is an obligatio
all times to live in the land of Israel, the
Nachmanidestiiticism of Maimonides seem
well-founded.Why does Maimonides ng
count this obligation among his 61
commandments?

There is an enigmatic comment of the Sagé
guoted by Rashi that may provide an insigh
into this issue.Mhe Sages comment that ev
when we are in exile we should continue
practice the mitzvot\We must wear tefillin and
observe the mitzvah of mezuzakve should
continue to practice the mitzvot so that they
not be new to us when we return to the lanc
Israel.[7]

This is an amazing comment!0Some of
mitzvot are clearly tied to the land of Israg
For example, we are obligated to abstain fr
working the land during the Sabbatical ye
We must give portion of the annual harvest
the kohanim and leveyim.OThese
commandments only apply in the land
Israel.[But other —indeed most -mitzvot are
not tied to the land of IsraeMost mitzvot —for
example, observing Shabbat, the laws
kashrut —are personal obligationsTiiey must
be observed regardless of our place
residence.The mitzvot of tefillin and mezuzal
have no apparent connection to the land
Israel.00Yet, according to the Sages, o
observance of these mitzvot in exile is o
practice for our return to the land of Israel!

Nachmanides, in his commentary on fldoes not include within his list of mitzv(

Torah, deals with this questionBit his
treatment of the issue is almost as mysteriou
the very statement of the Sages that hé
attempting to explain.ONachmanides expla
that the mitzvot were primarily commanded
those living in the land of Israel.[8ltdseems
that Nachmanides is merely confirming that
Sages are paiting an intimate relationship
between all commandments even persona
ones —ard the land of IsraelBit he does no
seem to communicate any informati
regarding the nature of this relationship.
However, a more careful consideration

Nachmanides comments may provide
important insight.(\We tend to regard the 61
mitzvot as a number of independe
commandments\We observe Shabbat, we pra
we place mezuzot on our doorpostsve
recognize that various mitzvot reinforce o
anothefIBut nonetheless, we regard each a
separate and independent entity.[(INachman
seems to reject this popular interpretation of
613 mitzvot.[Apparently,he maintains that th

and be significant.lfl a person prays but dogshe Torah in its complete formThis general
not place a mezuzah on his doorpost, [tbBligationgenerates a requirement to live in the
nnaitzvah of prayer has been fulfiledBit any | land of Israel —orly there can theTorah be
2imdividual mitzvah only achieves its fullobserved in itsomplete form and contexBii
ssignificance in the context of the overall systefbnethelessthe requirement to live in the land
tof Taryag — the 61fitzvot. of Israel stemdrom a general requirement to
3 Consider an analogy{human heart can beobserve Taryag properlyAhd according to
removed from the body.ll Using modermaimonides, general admonishments are no
2geehnologywe can causéhe heart to continu@countedanong Taryag. O

tto beat outside of the bodyl§l the heart
eworking?ls it beating?[Of caurse, it is.But | [1] Rabbaynu Moshe ben Nachman (Ramban /
tioes the heart have its full significance outsiggichmanides Critique on Maimonides’ Sefer
of the body?[No, we are keeping it alive untiaMitzvot-- Positive Commads that

we can reintegrate it into the body.[1So too, it iaimonidesNeglected to Include.

vithportant that we observe the mitzvot in exilg2] Rabbaynu Moshe ben Maimon (Rambam /
Bt we delude ourselves if we think that thesgaimonides) Sefer HaMitzvot, Pinciple 3.
performances have their full significandéech | [3] Rabbaynuwyitzchak Deleon, Meggilat
heitzvah is part of a system ®éryag.(This is a| Esther, Commeaty on MaimonidesSefer
Isyistem that regulates the life of the individlgjamitzvot, Comments oNachmanides

a¥ew, within the nation of Bnalrisrael, in the| Critique.

aleiid of Israel.f the land of Israel is removed4] Rabbaynu Moshe ben Maimon (Rambam /
foom the system, the individual mitzvah |iMaimonides) Mishn@orah, Hilchot Melachim
isolated from the body in which it is designed ©9-12.

dfest function.OOWw, Nachmanides commen{s] Rabbaynu Moshe ben Maimon (Rambam /
can be understoodlhe mitzvot wereprimarily | Maimonides) Mishnd@orah, Hilchot Eyshut
commanded to those living in the land |af3:20.

lsiael.0n other words, the individual mitzvat[6] Tosefot,Mesecheetubot 110b.

were given to be fulfilled as part of a totali).[1[7] Rabbaynu Shlomo befitzchak (Rashi),
foindamental element of this totality is the landommentary oiSefer Devarim 11:18.

nof Israel. [8] Rabbaynu Moshe ben Nachman (Ramban /
of\Ve can now return to Maimonideptsition.C] Nachmanides Commentary on Sefer Devarim
Wwvhy does Maimonides not include theg:25,

nhequirement to live in the land of Israel amdrg] Rebbaynu Moshe ben Maimon (Rambam /
the 613mitzvot?[Maimonidesexplainsthat he| Maimonides) Sefer HaMitzvot, Pinciple 4.

ummer Rates

=4

admonishments to observe fherah.[0n other
snawds, in order for a command to be count
raimong Taryag, it must enjoin us to perform
iispecific activity or prohibit a specific behavior]
tddmonishments to observe tfi®rah do not
meet this criterion.[9]his same principle ma
lexplain  Maimonides’ rea s o rfor ma
including the obligation to live in the land

Israel among Taryag.[0 As Nachmanides
explains, the obligation to live in the land
Disrael stems from the very nature Tdryag.[
Taryag is a system that only functions in |
péntirety in the land oflisrael.0 Perhaps
aaimonides agrees with this interpretation
Bthe mitzvot of theTorah. We are obligated t
rbserve th@orah in its entirety.Therefore we

ymust live in the land of Israel so that we ¢
perform the mitzvot of th&orah in the contex
n&f the entire system dfaryag.df this is correct,
dveimonides may maintain that although t
ioetigation engenders a specific requiremen
tle essentially a general admonishment
cobserve theTorah in its entietydIn other

1
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SHELACH

Warnings & Punishments

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

God's Warning

this event were convinced tratintelligent Being

In parshas Shilach, (Numbers, 15:88 find a| controls the world, exclusive of impostors.
warning stating that whoever commits idolatVherebyGodeliminatedhe notion ofdolatry.

“despises God's word”. Rashi states, “the wari
for idolatry is from God, all other (warningaje
from Moses.”The question is what necessity
there for God to be the One admonishing us, in
single case? Directed more towards an ans
what would be lacking in the warning of idolat
had Moses or beter yet a man been the one
warning us, and not God?

[This second formulation of the question dire
us to the concept of what exactly the purpose

indSinai was the best formulation of a warning
against idolatry, and remains our Judaic piafof
iSod'’s existence.
this
wer,
ry, The Spies' Plague

In parshas Shelach (Num. 14:33shi quotes
down an odd Medrash, describing the punishmen
abé the ten, evil spies who spoke against the land o
dbeael right before they were about to inherit it.

“warning” is, and how in the case of idolatry alon&ashi states,With that death suitable for them,

is God’s warning essential for being most effecti
(A warning, by definition, is part of th&orah
system. The Gemara asks at times, *
punishment for such and such a crime we see
from where is the warning derived¥vieaning, the
Torah system does not only state punishment
violations, but it also includes passages that S
to warn man from acting in egtain way. The
reason why we have warnings, and
punishments alone is to educate man on
destruction, which prohibited actions cause to
soul. By investigating the ruin that results fr
such actions, man may better understand why
to engage these acts. Man will come to conque
drive for such actions by understanding the g
derived from abstention. Thereby, man cor
closer to the life of reality and goodness, whic
only derived from complete adherence to

vneasure for measure. They sinngdh their
tongue, (sotheir tongues were extended to their
'havels and worms exited their tongues and entere
,thatr navels.”

[How do we understand sucliMedrash?From
s dostandpoint of methodigly, one must first define
amlle elements:what do “tongue”, “navel’ard
“‘worms” represent? We see clearly tieshi says
nthtey sinned with their tonguegheir sin concerned
thdl speech. So tongue represaptech. But what
lis navel and worms representpéson’s navel
mnas a singular distinction over all otf@eationsof
thet bodyit is traced back to the umbilical cord, as
rthis navel is the scar of that previous appendage
pdde navel recalls that which supplied the infant
nesstenance while in the womb. What do worms
nrpresent? They represent lowliness and that whicl
tlome abhors. Something disgustiflge can now

Torah's principles.

[A warning, then, must carry with it so
principle whereby man is not forced to abs
through fear. Man is encouraged to abstain d
his appreciation of following what is real and go
As the argument offered to abstain becomes
conclusive, man will be more convinced and
chance for abattion will be greater

[Nlot only is the content of an argument esse
but the delivery can also playole. What is th
best argument from abstention from idolatry? It

interpret the Medrash.

e The tongue -ever all else -is sad to havebeen

ine culprit. Thus, speech was the sin. What type o
espeech?Wormy” or disgusting talk. Thus, worms
phdicate this aspect.irially, the tongues extended

ethe navel. Meaning, their speech (tongue)

hidfected something to do with their navel, or rather,
their sustenance. Israel was to be a land where Gc
tiaovided sustenance for the Jewish nation, beside
being their homeland. The spiésdlishly voiced
dlzeir insecurities and removed theliance to gain

warning delivered by God Himself from amidst fhiais source of sustenance. In other words, “their
flames of Sinai. Such a warning against idolatryongues affected their navel with something
which all the Jews heards the most compelling wormy”. This punishment was meted out to the
argumentlf God created an event where an entispies, as God always desires man to recognize h
mountain is ablaze, and intelligent principles wese and improve. Such a bizarre punishment cause
heard from those flameben those who witnessedhose afécted to reflead
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Shela

RABBI MICHAEL BERNSTEIN

Messengers Gone Astra

Long before the spies set out on their ill-fal
mission, Moses already suspected something w
go wrong (13:16). “These are the names of the
Moses sent to reconnoiter the land. And Mg
called Hosea, son of Nun, Joshud/hy did he
change Hosea’s hame to Joshua? Our Sages t¢
(Tarchuma 6, Sotah 34lthat the new name mea
“God save.”Moses prayed that God would s3
Joshua from the conspiracy of the spies. Why
Moses suspicious? Why did he feel this partic

www.Mesora.org/JewishTimes

Jewishilimes

observarereinforces and gives testimony to God's

providence over the Jewish peoplée Torah
describes the Sabbath as a remembrance of th
Creation and the Exodus.ré8umably Moses
suspected that the collective deficiency in trust would
| manifest itself in alax attitude toward &bath
observance. Thereforbe posted sentries to warn
4| against transgression and apprehend any violators. B
raising the general level of Sabbath observance in th
aftermath of the spies, Moses addressed thei
deficiencies and reinforced their collective trust in
God.

Now let us consider for a moment. What did the

the land and understood that the mission was destin
catastrophe. The people’s desire to send spies

cdrtayd gatherer intend to do with the wood? Rashi, in
dasreommentary on theaimud (Beitzah 33b), states

credence to the prophecy of Eldad and Meidad
ddoses would not lead the conquest of the land. In

tiegtt the primary use of wood is for construction. Let
ndetthen assuntee wood gatherer intended to build a

doldorotect his beloved protéd@m this impending wooden house. Ever since entering the desert over
nuisasterMoses changed his name to Joshua. This yaear earlier, the Jewish people had livedents.

sdentified Joshua as specifically Mosegssenger and Faced with forty years in the desert, however, a
imbued his role in the overall mission with the passiermoden house beckoned as a more secure an

2lndenthusiasm of his great sender.
ns
Ve
was
ular

The Wood Gatherer

comfortable abode than a tent. Thus, the wood
gatherer sought security, because he lacked sufficier
trust in God, the very flaw that had caused the disaste
of the spies. The Torah emphasttéslast point with

the gratuitous statement that they were “in the deser

intervention was necessary? And why did he singlét was a tragic time. The Jewish people were or thamidbar).”

out Joshua from among the twelve spies for spi
consideration?

cgiige of entering the Promised Land, but
disastrous chain of events beginning with

e After the return of spies, the word midbar occurs ten
hienes in the parashah, corresponding to the nuofber

The Talmud notes (Berachos 34b), “A messengatanderous spies ruined everything. God decreed #ipiés who slandered the land. The mention of midbal

failure reflects badly on his sendefhis aphorism
displays a sensitivity to the subtleties of human natu
messenger’s dedication and enthusiasm ugeidigt

his perception of the sender’s attitude. If he believe:
sender cares deeply, he will extend himself to
successfulthe messenger, having accepted the sen
mission, will do his best to satisfy him. But if
messenger deems the sender indifferent or negat

the people would remain in the desert for a tot
rdofty years, until the entire generation died
anothetookits place.

5 thie the immediate aftermath, a strange incident t
place (15:32-35), “The people of Isragdre in the
deesert, and they found a man gathering wood o
n&abbath. Those who found him gathering w
Meraoight him to Moses, Aaron and the entire assen

the mission, he himself will take a cavalier attitudéney placed him in detention, for it had not bg

toward its successful fuffilment. For instance, a pi
rabbi and an indifferent Jew both send the s
messenger to purchase a lulav, the palm branch us
the Sukkoth ritual, offering no additional instructio
The messenger will undoubtedly purchase a first
lulav for the rabbi and an acceptable one for
indifferent Jew. Although nothing is spoken out,
messenger’s perception of the sender’s preference
determine his actions.

patrified what should be done to him. And God sai
avieses, ‘The man shall be put to dedtie entire
eddsembly shall pelt him with stones outside
nsamp.”
tratelow does this episode connect to the prece
timeident of the spies? Furthermore, what is
tipeirpose of the seemingly superfluous information
> thdll people of Israel wefia the desert (bamidbar)™?
The expression “they found a man gathering wg

Although God did not forbid the sending of the spigs,also puzzling. Ordinarily, thEorah would state tha

Deuteronomy makes clear (1:22-23t He did not
approve of it either. Nonetheless, the weaker elen
among the Jewish people, insecure in their relatior
with God, persisted in their request for a reconnoite
mission before entry to the lantihey did not have
sufficient faith that God would deliver the land into th
hands. Grounded in spiritual deficiency, the mission
doomed to failure from the beginning. Sensing
negativism of the senders, the messengers adjusts
thrust of their mission accordingly.

Moses perceived the reluctance of the senders to

“there was a man gathering woodlie words “they
néotsd” implies that people were looking. What dg
ghis mean? The Sifrei explains that Moses po
risentries to watch for any violations of the Sabbat

S0, a new question arises. Why did Moses choo:
dnvestigate the nation's Sabbath observance at
VEsnt?
theMoses understood that the Jewish peop

slanderous report reflected a collective failure of t
enteBod’s providence. Opposed to this, Sabh

|ajain here in connection with the wood gatherer
rsociates the two events. The desecration of th
Sabbath echoes the underlying flaw that led to the
ki=bacle of the sps.

There is some disagreement among the
tbenmentators as to the chronology of events. Som
ndallow the simple meaning of the verse and place the
nbyisode of the wood gatherer immediately after the
rd@mcident of the spies. Rashi, quoting the Mechilta,
ldtates that it took place a year earlier, shortly after the

Exodus. Even so, the samlanatiorholds true, for
thie= Torah places these two events side by side. In bot
cases, insfitient trust was the root cause of the sin.
dinRight after the episode of the wood gatherer, the
tHerah commands the placement of tzitzis, fringes, at
tiaé corners of one’s garment (15:40-41) “in order that
you remember to perform all the commandments anc
doB holy for the Lord. | am God, your Lord, who
tbrought you forth from the land of Egypt to be a Lord
to you, | am Godyour Lord.”
esClothing are a person’s most immediate physical
stadtection, and the tzitzis attached to them continually
hréimind the wearer that God provides his true
srtection. The Jewish people hadgfuiten this
thiportant truth, and this led to the spies andhtbed
gatherer. The tzitzis would serve as a constan
lessminder and would hopefully prevent recurrences in

pddberness to send spies and readiness to accepttitfeciutured

rusCopies may be purchased by contacting the author:
dibr nsteinmichad @msn.com
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Taken from “Getting It Straight—
Practical Ideas for a Life of Clarity”

BOOKS

DOUG TAYLOR & RABBI MORTON MOSKOWITZ

voice. know where to begin." PURCHASE ONLINE
Startled, | looked up from my book. The He smiled. "Nce try:"

willows beside my favorite park bench swayed'Well, you don't expect me to rememliieal, do

gently in the breeze as the sun, so welcome aften?" | was starting to feel a little defensive.

days of rain, radiated its heavefigat into my He lobbed the ball back to me. "Why are yog

face. Silhouetted against the radiant glare waading it?"

my friend, the King of Rational Thought. That's the problem with not thinking clearly.
"Dialogues Of Plato,"l announced proudly, You can delude yourself, or just skip the proces

holding up the book as he sat down next to nadtogether,but it's hard to hide when someong

"What are you reading?aked a familiar you know, there's lots of stuff here. | don't reallf HTTPS!//WWW.MESORA.ORG/STORE

"l just started it last night. It's fascinating.”  asks you a direct question. Prﬁ'[.‘Ifg,:”' Ideas f
| was surprised to seefeown flicker across Fortunately for me, he didn't wait for anEREEEY fl':i'rjn- or
his face. answer"No offense,"he sad, "but you're not .
"I see," he sad quietly. "I presume you'rereading that bookYou're skating over it. Do
reading it for entertainment?" you realize you've read 1Q@ges full of ideas
"Well, yeah, uh, | guess sd,'said. "Why do from one of the greatest thinkers who eve
you ask?" lived, all in a little over an hour? That's like
"Because | notice that you're about a thiflying an F-14attop speed from Las Vegas to
finished with italready: Albuquerque and then thinking you've
"Yes | am. I've read about 100 pages." exploredheGrand Canyon. .
He looked at me. "Since last night?" "There's an important principle herehe £ " Lpe FLER _".[I,[]]'u -][r,-i;lr“. I
"Uh, yeah. | started it around nine o'clock.” continued, "and it's one that's routinely : ' 1010 ;'{-"‘J'-’n e
He sighed. That wouldn't be unusual, exceghored in our society. The principle is this: L
that | had never heard him sigh. it's better to understand one idea clearly thag@thing useful from that
"l presume you went to work this mominghousand ideas superficially. Do you knoWook, you've got to approach it fifently
and are just taking a breakife sad. "That why?" . Forgetabout getting through iTake one page.
means you've read 1Qizges of the Dialogues | was chagrined. "Uh, because I'll understangst one page. Read it. Think about it. Ask
Of Plato in less than two hours, which meaitdbetter?" questions about it. Ask questions about
youre averaging about one minute a page.Yes" hereplied, "but why is that important?Socratesquestions. Ask, ‘why did he ask that
Correct?" . What will it do for you?" particular question and not a different one?'
"Well, uh, yeah, | guess that's right." I chewed on it for a few seconds, then spok&new on it. Ponder it. That's where the real
"And are you getting anything from it?" "Well, if I recall, you once said that the onlygje is."
"Of course,” | defended. "It's veryway a person makes real behavior change igg rose to leave.
interesting.” when an idea is clear to his or her mind. So, if FThanks for stopipg,” | said.
"Really;” hesad. "And just what exactly haveunderstand one idea clearly, then it can affeotyore welcome,"he replied. “Enjoy the
you learned from it?" me. But if | know a thousand ideas onlyook "And with that, he headeout of the park.
"Uh, well, uh, let's see['began, as my mindsuperficiallythennoneof themwill affect me." | tyrned back to the Dialogues Of Plato and

desperately searched for an intelligent-soundingle smiled. Exactly. That's why | was sOgtared at it for a while.
response. "He asks lots of questions. And, usoyprised that you were reading the Dialogueshen | pulled out my marker and opened the
he stood up for what he believed. And, uh, weldf Plato so quickly. If you really want to gaihook to page on&
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& SECULAR LIFE

You write,

“There are but two
categoriesin which a
Jew makes decisions:
1) Jewish life, and 2)
secular life. And
within Jewish life,
there are, A) Jewish
law; B) Jewish
beliefs. “ Hashkafa” ,
and C) Jewish
thinking; methods of
analysis crucial for
arriving at true

Sara: Dear R’ Ben-Chaim,

I note an implication in your articleTtust in

the Rabbis & Independent Thought
(JewishTimes VI:36) which is almost
certainly@nintentional@ut  which  ma
necessitate further attention.

Torah thought.”

draw between “Jewish
and “secular’life -- for a
Jew’s purpose, and the e
to which he should devot
all his enegy, is the
service of Hashembah
“Jewish” ard “secular”
life are therefore facet
offthat single pursuit
B othOmust
beldharacterized by
‘Jewish law, Jewish
beliefs, and Jewish thinkingindeed, if any of
these conflicts with what might seem advisa
from a secular perspective, it is the sec
" interest which is dispensed with.

If 1 wish to build a house, and | have
ytechnical question about pozzolan cemen
will direct that question to an architect. If

| question the line you

have a halachic question aboptzzolan
cement, | will direct that question topasek --
@nd if his answer conflicts with that of the
architect, |1 will heed the posekor whether |
am speaking to an architect or a posek, or evel
when | am deciding whether to build a house in
the first place, | must bear in mind thieu®han
Aruch’s dictate that “All a person’s actions
should be for the sake of heaven’eigo, even
my “secular life”is a &wish one; ‘Jewish law,
Jewish beliefs, and Jewish thinking'[dannot be
confined to one fraction of my pursuits, but
should define all of them.

This point is concealed by your categorization
-- s0 | hope you will bring it into the light.

Thank you for your attention.
" Sincerely,Sara Jones

nd O

e Mesora: You write, “If 1 wish to build a
house, and | have a technical question abou
pozzolan cement, | will direct thauestionto

an architect.”"We are in agreement. Secular
sactivities do have experts, and they are not the
Rabbis. Yes, all we do should be in service of
God, and since life in service of God requires
practical activities and considerations, it is wise
to take advise from those who are experience
in those practical occupations.

bleThank you for writing to make sure we
ularought out your valid poinsecular life is not

an end, but is followed only in as much as it
aontributes to dorah life. It is both important
tamd appreciated that this assumed implicatior
has been discountdd.
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Regional Lists

Connecticut

« Fairfield_County_Shuls (75) An announcement list
serving the Jewish community and all shuls in the greater
Fairfield County Connecticut location.

New York

« Jewish_Community (1576) The Jewish Community is
intended to combine the efforts of the local "shul" groups (NYC,
Teaneck, Fair Lawn, Monsey, Essex County etc) and create a
single resources for the New York and New Jersey metropolitan
orthodox community for announcements of interest and
common events. Certain announcments are very local in nature
and belong in the local "shul" groups. Other announcments are
regional in nature and should utilize this group to get the word
out on a larger scale.

« brooklynshuls (60) A list for those affiliated with Brooklyn
shuls.

* bronxshuls(53)

« events_for_jewish_women (182)

* FiveTowns JewishCommunity (1595) The purpose of
this email list is to enable local shuls, yeshivot and organizations
to communicate with members of the Five Towns Jewish
Community. The list should be used primarily for the
dissemination of information regarding local shul, yeshiva and
organizational or charity events and functions in accordance
with the list policy posted on this site. It is the hope of the
moderators of this group that this service will bring the
community closer together by enabling the publicizing and
enhancement of the

« FiveTowns Shuls (1345)

« HillcrestOnline (220)

« flatbushJewishAction (81)

« JFlatbushOnline (633) Welcome! This is a group to
allow members of the Brooklyn, New York Jewish community in
Flatbush and other neighborhoods, to communicate. It is a
place to let others know about events or programs at your shul
or school, religious and cultural events, and singles events. We
can also cover neighborhoods such as Boro Park or Crown
Heights. Itis also a place for various neighborhood topics, such
as goods needed or available, different community efforts,
concerns, etc.

« lesshuls (112) Discussion group for issues, topics and
events of interest to the Jewish community of the Lower East
Side of Manhattan.

* MonseyShulsChat (72)

» manhattanshuls (95)

* NYCShuls (533) (NEW)
NYCShuls@YahooGroups.com is an announcement list for the
Jewish community in New York City. The primary goal of the
group is to be an effective tool in the building and maintenance
of our community.

« PlainviewShuls (NEW) Established to enable area
residents a quick and effective means of information distribution.
Please use this new forum to post shul/Torah class times,
announcements, business, share ideas, and converse on
matters relevant to the Plainview Jewish communities. As Torah

Jews we must follow what God demands of us. Let us all strive
to learn more Torah, and practice the unmatched codes
prepared by our Creator. Rising above our personal
preferences, let us achieve something great...together.

« queensshuls (102) A general list for those affiliated with
Queens shuls.

« QueensCentralShuls (44) An announcement list for the
Jewish community and Shuls of Central Queens.

« RiverdaleShuls (541)

« SiShulList (123)

« statenislandshuls (27)

* UWSyoungprofessionals (715)  The list is intended for
announcements of interest Young Professionals living on the
upper west side. HOW TO SUBSCRIBE: To subscribe go to
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/uwsyoungprofessionals/join or
send a blank email to uwsyoungprofessionals-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com . INFORMING OF EVENTS: To
get an event added to our weekly e-mail send
grubeyl@yahoo.com information about the event and it will
most likely be distributed to our list.

« WestHempsteadShuls (270)

» WesleyHillsShuls (383)

« WhitePlainsShuls (26)

New Jersey

« BergenfieldShuls (40) Information for and about shuls in
the Bergenfield / New Milford / Teaneck area.

« EdisonHighlandParkBulletinBoard (563)

« EnglewoodShuls (635)

« LakewoodShuls (160)

« PassaicJews (651)

« TeaneckShuls (5958) TeaneckShuls is an
announcement list for the Jewish community and shuls in the
Teaneck / Bergenfield / New Milford vicinity.

« TeaneckShulsUnrestricted (60)

« TenaflyShuls (204)

« WestOrangeJewishCommunity (79) (NEW) The
Vibrant, Diverse, and Growing Jewish Community of West
Orange, NJ USA This mailing list is intended for the sharing of
information between, and communication among, all members
of the West Orange Jewish Community and its many Jewish
Institutions - regardless of religious affiliation.

« WestOrangeShuls (638) (NEW) The list is intended for
announcements of interest to shul-goers in the West Orange
vicinity

Topical Lists

Business

« buscardexchange (22)

« jcbusinessforum (322)

« JewishBusiness (173) Business ethics and practices
according to Jewish law.

« JewishBusinessnetworking (380) A place for Jewish
business people to network, develop leads and contacts,
exchange ideas, find jobs, provide employment, and shmooze!

« JewishBusinessAssoc_Colorado (255)  We have
monthly luncheons to discuss various business topics as well as
Happy Hour get togethers to socialize with others in the Jewish
Community.

« JewishBusinessNetwork (490)  Hear Exciting Speakers,
Exchange Business Leads, and Job Opportunities, Promote
Your Business, and/or Come Socialize at Our 3rd Tuesday,
Monthly Meetings, 6:00-8:15pm at the Jewish Community
Association of Austin, 7300 Hart Lane

« jewishwork (334) The Jewish (and Bnai Noach) job
market. For employers and for people seeking employment,
anywhere in the world. On this email list you can announce
positions available, and positions being sought. This list is not
for ads to promote your business, product, or services.

* UCLAANderson-JBSA (99)

Dating

* Bay_Area_Jewish_Singles (29)

» Frum-Jewish-Singles (101) The purpose of this group is
for Orthodox Jewish singles to be able to get together, exchange
information about each other, post information about gatherings
/ singles weekends, to ask questions and possibly be able to set
up a shidduch. You MUST be an Orthodox Jew to join this group
and you will NOT be accepted until you answer the
questionnaire that is emailed to you.

* JDate_Jewish_Online_Dating (50) Are you Jewish? Are
you Single? We have the solution for you! At JDate.com, you
can meet like-minded Jews that are also single! This isn't an
ONLINE dating site full of fake profiles! These are REAL
PEOPLE just like you.

« Jewish_Matchmaker (108)

* jewish-singles (350)

« jewish-single-doctors (28)

» mercer_jewish_singles (294)

Home Life

« 1davening (60)

* 1-JewishComputing (64)

* 1Jewish_Homes (83)

« chiddush (232) Chiddush is an advanced group that
offers Yeshiva-level Jewish scholars (talmidei chachamim) the
opportunity to share original insights into Jewish ritual and lore.
Submissions may be up to one screen long, and must include
traditional sources for reference. Include a statement that the
submission was your own and that it has not been published
elsewhere.

« davening (337)

» Frum-Jewish-Parents (90)

* Gabbai (143)

* Jewish_Cuisine (623)

* jewish-food (1749) Jewish-Food is a moderated list for all
interested in the discussion of GENERAL aspects of Jewish
food which includes the exchanging of recipes, and cooking
techniques of Jewish food using Kashruth (laws of keeping
kosher).

« JewishGeography (334)

* jewishhomes (719)

» JEWISH-RECIPE (492)

« jewish_stitchery (112)

« Jewish_Weight_Watchers (169)

* \Vegetarian_Jewish_Cuisine (392)

Religious

« Jewish_Converts (260)

* Teshuvah (123) This is a group for those returning to
Halachik Judaism, or already-frum Jews interested in assisting
others.

* Torah _study (79)

Social

« 1-JewishPhilanthropy (113) Jewish Philanthropy offers
information about philanthropic activities and surveys of
foundations that fund Jewish institutions. It networks Jewish
fundraisers and donors.

« Jewish_Action_Alerts (178) This is an action alert
listserv for Jews and friends of Jews from around the world to
participate in local, national and international action alerts to
governments, businesses, agencies as they effect the safety,
security and welfare of Jewish people at home, abroad and in
Israel.Groups from which action Alerts will be posted include, but
are not limited to: AIPAC, UJC, JCPA, ADL,
HonestReporting.com, CAMERA, and others.

« Jewish_Self-Defense (841)

« Jewish-Humor (318)

* jewish-jokes (455)

* jewish-american-veterans (83)

« Jewish-Outdoors-Club (1521)
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