Fundamentals: Part 111

What is “objective study’? It is when we are not loyal to an}&f)erson or view, but to truth
alone. This demands our refutation of falsehoods, regardless of whom, or how many

speak them. Reputations and mass acceptance are no barometers of truth. Therefore, as

you read our articles, be mindful that we all have no choice but to be honest, for without
honesty; we live a lie. Refutation of fallacy is how those from Moses through Maimonides
 correctly steered the Jews away from falsehoods, and what we must continue to uphold. All
opposing views cannot be correct. What determines truth? Reason alone.
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RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

The followingenail message was sent
to Tamar Yonah who broadcasts a talk
show from lIsrael. It was sent to her in
response to a reader, Michoel, who was
mteractlve e alarmed at numerous claims of one of

20 || Tamar Yonah's guest, a Kabbalistic Rabbi.

Classes ; /4 Michoel emailednea link to the broadcast.

- AR | listened to it, and felt, based on the
Weekly Parsha numbers of people who listened; these false
viewsmust be corrected. Below isletter to,
and response from Tamar Yonah, as well as
some additional thoughts. Before continuing,
please read the paragraph at the top of this
cover page. It is essential thgtu read this
article with that sentiment in mirid:

a

Rabbi Moshe Ben-Chaim: Tamar, This
week, | received a letter from Michoel, a reader

The Parshat Shelach iidn of | who heard, what he felt, were questionable views
Thoughts discussed the obligation to takef the Torah. He sent to me the link of your
possession oénd live in Israel.0This| archived radio broadcast. | listened, with great
weeks edition continues that discussior|. anguish, to your recent, live discussion with Rabbi
Ariel Bar Tzadok of KosherTorah.com. | cannot

“Take vengeance for Bnai Yigad | express how much the Torah disagrees with his
againg the Midianites and afterward | views. Rabbi Bar Tzadok claimed reincarnation is an
you will be gathered to your | accepted, Torah view. He failed to inform your public
people” (BeMidbar 31:2) that Rav Saadia Gaon, one of the most brilliant minds,

Maimonides does not include within hiscalled reincarnation “absurd” and “stupid”. Moshe

(continued on page 5) (continued on next page)
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(Kabbala cont. from page 1)

Rabbeinu (Moses) speaks against it, as
Sforno. But Rav Saadia Gaon did not leave
that. Rav Saadia Gaon continues, u
rationality to display those absurdities, whi
emanate from this belief in reincarnation.
Bar Tzadok went on discussing aliens, fal
angels, justifying terrorists as “victims”, a
describing a “race of intelligent, terrestr
existences” other than man.

| called youroffice and spoke with Benjami
asking you to consider a follow-up sess
where | may — unlike Rav Bar Tzadok — qu
sources from our Torah and accepted Td
authorities: Maimonides, Saadia Gaon Ra
Sforno and the Talmud. | feel your audience
been gravely misled and deserves to hear a
quotes from our precious Torah...not simply
distortions of one man.

Tamar Yonah: Shalom Rabbi. Thank you fg
your letter[1 appreciate getting feedback on 1
program.lJ ;
understandess.
there are
different
approaches |
the issue an
acceptance
Kabbala, ang
the idea o
reincarnatio
and othe
beliefs

listeners
free td

My
are

Breslov, Chabad, Knitted kippah, Charedi,
even sedar.] leave it up to them and listen

FundamentialS
dodRabbi Moshe Ben-Chaim: Thank you for

www.Mesora.mg/JewvishTimes

wbur response Taan In the case that you will
isgare some of my letter on air, there is one othe|
boruption that Rav Bar Tzadok claimed: that
avicide bombers are “victims”, i.e., not truly
auilty. He claimed God has “another” method of
qustice than what is applicable to man.O]
al First of all, this is a contradiction, for all of
God's justice is precisely “with man”! Rav Bar
n,Tzadok is suggesting the impossible: in the
oforah, God claims one justice system with man,
pteut He then functions by another set of
rplstice...with man! This would mean that God
shes to us. However, we know that God cannot
hde the impossible. And this is not a limitation on
cidal, but in fact, His very perfection. Just as God
thigerally “cannot” punish he who is with no sin
(Ezekiel 18) so too, God cannot say one thing,
and then change. “I am God | do not change”.
r(Malachi, 3:6) Nothing is unknown to God, and
ntherefore, nothing “new” to Him arises that He
. m u s t

reconsider,
and change
His mind.

Rav Bar
Tzadok’s view
| is against the
8 Torah, as God
tells man to
kill the enemy
many times,
such as
1 Amalek, and
q this clearly
| teaches that
God wishes
rag to share in God's evaluation of Amalek’s
avil. God does not have one view of Amalek,
rand we have anath God wants us to share His

are welcome to call in to my show as it airs livéew, and he is not forgiving Amalek behind our
to agree, disagree, challenge, etc.[However, baeks after we fulfill the mitzvah to kill that

show is not a point/counterpoint program.CYetation. However, according to Rav Bar Tzadok,
you do make a good point to remind listenekiitler too may be a “victim”, as perhaps Hitler

that there ardlifferent views on accepting tl
Kabbala and Jewish Mysticism. | appreciate
reminding me of this. What | have decided to
is to read out some of your letter and add tha
view Rabbi Bar Tzadok shared is not shareq
every Jew.[Ol will do this on my upcomin
Tuesday morning show here in Israel (Mon
night where you are, in the Exile).O]

| thank you for your letter and wish you mu
hatzlacha inlBringing our brothers and sis
closer to Hashem and teshuva.dl do hope
will be able to come home soon on aliyah
join us here in Israel, our inheritance.[\We n
you here!

Again, thank you for youetter.

With love of Israel, Tamar Yonah value system for man, but Himself, acts with
_ (continued on next page) Page 2

¢oo may defend himself, blaming his upbringing.
yblow absurd and painful this must have been tc
dour listeners toédar.

thié must be clear: God does not command mar
imyHis Torah, calling Torah absolute truths, while
dHe does not embody those very principles! But
jdlyis is Rav Bar Tzadok'’s position. To quote Rav
Saadia Gaon, Rav Bar Tzadok's view is truly
chbsurd.

er8ut what is worse, is that Rav Bar Tzadok’s
yoaw portrays God as inconsistent, and insincere
altdhat type of God is that? The answer: his
pgdaginary god, for the true God is not this way
in reality. God is truly consistent and sincere.
According to Rav Bar Tzadok, how can a Jew
follow God, when he feels that God presents one
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(Kabbala continued from page 2)

He writes in His Torah, and we know it is tr
Therefore, any idea that contradicts the Tor
words must be false. Certainly, when it g
contradicts reason and what little we do in
know about God.

This view — that God worldifferently than He
wants us to work — would cause droves
abandon Torah, and justifiably so. Due to §
destructive views, it is vital to Judaism that th
who can, must vocalize opposition with cle
proofs as to what are Torah’s true values
ideals. Judaism must be presented in its
form: a system that makes sense to the hy
mind. A system whose every path is pleas
“Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and al
paths are peace.” (Proverbs, 3:17)

Additionally, the Torah is firmly based in th
fundamental principle: “What God is, so sh
you be” (lit. “Ma Hu, af atah”). This principl
and value system is the basis for our middos
character traits. We learn from here that jus
God is a “rachum”, a “merciful” One, so to0
are to reflect His perfection, by mimicking H
mercy. We become more in line with real
when we mimic reality, i.e., mimicking Go
This applies to all traits we see G
exemplifying in His Torah. Therefore, the Tor
is unequivocally stating that God “is a cert
way” as far as man’s mind may comprehe
There is no room for claims that God is
opposite, that He views suicide bombers
“victims”, and not villains, as Rav Bar Tzad
claims. | am certain Rav Bar Tzadok does
feel a tzaddik is really going to be treated 3
rasha, one who is evil. So if he feels Goa
consistent with the tzaddik, why does he
different in connection with a rasha? Rav
Tzadok is the one who is inconsistent.In cont
to the approach of Rav Bar Tzadok, reason 1
always be our guide. Deut. 4:39,40 reads
follows:
O

“And yau shall know todg andyou shall
place it onyaur heart, that God is governg
in heaven above, and on the Earth bel
there is no other. Anglau shall guard His
statutes and commands whitltommand
to you todg, that he will do good foyou
and yaur children afteryou, and thatyou
shall have dength of days on the land th
Hashem your God gives to you, all t
days.”
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d. Moshe Rabbeinu (Moses) first tells the Je
pthey must “know” these matters, and then
aimstructs them to “place them on their hear
aimhich means to prove them. The first princig
noefore all else, is to adhere to a life wh
hational proof guides every thought and act
@be author of “Duties of the Hearts”, Ral
pBachya, echoes Moshe's mandate, that we
rollow what is rational, and not simply what t
1Rabbis tell us, for Rabbis also err. The Taln
tiso teaches that we are not to simply folloy
elputation, even one as great as Mos
Bsccessor Joshua: “Even if Joshua the so
régtin said it, | would not accept it.” (Talmd
nGtullin 124a) The Talmud teaches us this les
@te clearly. But the primary reason why we

entire objective of our intellects: God gave
minds so that we engage them. Not using
intellects, our tzelem Elokim, we deny Go

oobligation demanded by God.

So much of what Rav Bar Tzadok claimeg
not even a tenable Torah position. The only t
we say varying positions may have merit, i
they all fall under the category of what
atpossible”. But if a Rabbi states things which
heot based on reason, and worse, are impos

his claims lose all validity, and “aylu v'ayl
divray Elokim chaim” is inapplicable.

The bottom line is that two opposing views
cannot both be correct. Therefore Tamar, youl
sentiment that “there ardifferent views on
accepting the Kabbala and Jewish Mysticism”
must be clarified as follows: “all but one of
opposing views are truly false.” This means to
sg that although many Jews side with various
opinions, suctdifferences do not validate each
and every respective view: all must be false
except one. This point was not made clear or
your show. They way you presented matters
implied that all views are equally acceptable,
even contradictory ideas, and even impossible
ideas. | am sure you do not mean to measur
acceptable Judaism as “anything that is
followed”. This cannot be, as | mentioned, all
opposing views cannot be correct, by definition.
For this reason, | mentioned to you that Rav
Saadia Gaon did not simply utter a view, but he
refuted reincarnation withational arguments.
And we too use reason herein to arrive at truth
for God's gift of our Tzelem Elokim — our
intellects — demands that we use this gift, anc
use it well, until we arrive at what our minds
dismiss as fallacy, or accept as truth. We have n
other choice, and we are ecstatic with this
mission.

O

wsM oshe's Refutation of Reincar nation

heWhat's more are Moshe Rabbeinu’s very
Isivords. At the end of his life, Moshe warns the
Ipeople to adhere to the Torah (Deut . 30:15,19):
erel]

on. “Behold, | place before you today; life
bi  and goodness, and death and evil.” “...and
> all choose life, so thayou and your seed
ne live."O

nudd

v aNow, we must ask: what was Moshe telling
n#'e Jews? He says there are two options, and of
niomutually exclusive to the ath That is, if one

ddies, he does not receive life, and if he receive:
slifie, then he does not receive death. Think for &
araoment: if one receives death, and therefore, i

not to follow without proof is that we violate thés not life, does this not refute reincarnation? It

usiost certainly does. Moshe tells the people tha
doy choosing one, you cannot obtain theeoth
I'Fherefore, choosing death means the absence

rwill, and we never see reality, our quintessentiie: no reincarnation. Sforno, in explaining the

words “life” and “death” in this verse says one
igentical word for each: “La-ed,” or(¥eternally,”
neereby teaching that the “death” Moshe
5 dfescribes here, is eternal...no reincarnation.

is Moshe said that each person lives once, an
ardies once, and therefore said: choose a path i
silile, that will be true life, a good life. For if you
udo not, then you choose death...eternal deatt
Moshe Rabbeinu did not tell the Jews they will

continued on next page)
( page) Page 3
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(Kabbala continued from page 3) Fundamentals _
return. He clearly told them reincarnation |ignderstanding, ther 3 J TR
false. on to Chumas e

Furthermore, with the belief in reincarnatioMishna and Talmudgs
what is so tragic about the deaths of Korach| Ne. They jump right
followers, Bilam, the generation of the Floadnto baseles:!
and so many others? If this is not a trulpysticism, not
‘permanent’ death, and reincarnation exists, wiydaism at all, an
then did God write such stories as “warnings/iolate the words o
that if we adhere to their evil, we too will end|sihe Rabbis: (I now
rudely? If all these people get to “come baglkjuote from my gooc
where is their death? Where is the evil in thdifend Rabbi Danie
actions? And if | kill someone as others did, whylyers’ article onl-'|l
should I be punished? My victim returns again t8tudying Kabbale f .
life...1 did not truly “kill” him! You see, the idea Today”)]
of reincarnation leads to many false views, since  “Into that -+
it is false itself, as is proven by the Torah’s which is beyonc- g
words. The Torah also has a penalty called you, do not seek: %
“Karase” which means the death of the soul. into that which is} "
how can this be, if there is reincarnation? more powerfull™
these proofs, we refute reincarnation. than yau, do no .
inquire; about that which is concealed frgm
you, do not desire to know; about that
which is hidden from you, do not ask.
Contemplate that which is permitted to you,
and engage notaurself in hidden things.’
(Bereishith Rabbah, 8:2)

and the old, men and women, geniuses a
well as average individuals.”

“Most people who involve themselves in
Kabbala prematurely suffer great Divine
Retribution.” (Vilna Gaon, the “Gra”)

O

“One must notlearn Kabbala because
our minds simply are not deep enough to
understand it.” (Beer HayTave)

O

[Does not Rav Bar Tzadok value the greates

“The topics that we have discussed arainds, like Maimonides and these other leaders’
known as Pardais (lit. “garden”, or highef If so, he is wise to cease from Kabbalistic study
matters). Even though the Tanaaim wgend teachings. Anyone teaching or studying
great, brilliant people, they did not all haydKabbala is wise to cease. Again, “One must no
the abilities to fully understand Pardais, learn Kabbala because our minds simply are nc
maintain that one should not visit theleep enough to understand it.”

Pardais until he is first satiated with “bread [Reincarnation and the belief that God views
and meat”, which refers to knowledge o¢fsuicide bombers not as villains but as “victims,”
many people present Torah in this type|of the Mitzvot. Even though the greatesiolates many Torah fundamntals. Such
“mystical” light, which is incomprehensibl knowledge is that of Pardais, the formegositions corrupt man's view of God's true
violates reason, assumes blind acceptance, and knowledge must come first because; 1) jtagstem of justice. It mitigates the severity of
portrays God and His Torah as inconsistent, “M'yashaiv Daato Shel Adam Techilaj"death and punishment, and all Torah
unproven and contradictory. This explains why teaches one to think clearly; and 2) it is fhgrohibitions. Reincarnation violates reason, anc
so many Jews run away from observant good that God has given to all of us |tthe words of God and Moshe Rabbeidu.
lifestyles. They fail to see the beauty in Torah, observe in this world and reap the benefits
because Judaism’s teachers are not teaching the in Olam Hababh, the afterlife. Everyone can

something “Kabbala” does not mean we
abandon our minds. Calling some idea
“Kabbala” does not make a fallacy true. This

deep matters”, “I will tell others”, “They will be [
impressed”.[]1 Why are people jumping |to

absolutely no proof or reasoning for their words,
they speak. But defenseless words are bgtter
never spoken.
Torah ideas are truly based on clear logic gnd
are pleasant to our minds. It is so unfortunate|that

teachers do not know its beauty. Like the b
leading the blind, Judaism’s teachers are run
to the occult and mysticism, areas that are

untrue, and half misconstrued. Jews run to te
before they are accomplished students. They
to mysticism and Kabbala because everyone
“oohs” and “ahhs” it.(0These leaders are re
followers, as they teach only what the peg
want to fear.They seek large followings, inste
of just one student who wishes truth. They d
start Jews on a rational course of sty
commencing with basic reading, translating,

ind
ning'™

half

otf "{-.. -
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(Mattos continued from page 1)

list of the 613 mitzvot an obligation to possess or liv
the land of Israel.CHowever, Maimonides does mair}

that we are obligated to possess and live in the landaké possession of the land of Israel.Det, it would s

Israel.[1]His exclusion of this obligation from his list
the 613 mitzvot is based on technical considerationg
does not reflect a disregard for the centrality of the
of Israel within the Torah.

However, Maimonides' position regarding the land
Israel does present a problem.[n order to understan
problem, an introduction is needed.[TThe Torah urge
to always pursue peace.l] Nonetheless, the T
recognizes that sometimes the Jewish nation
engage in ar[Even in war, the laws and ethics of
Torah cannot be disregarded.0The Torah mal
various laws for the conduct ofawin general, th
Torah outlines two categories of war — milche
mitzvah and milchemet reshut.CMilchemet mitzvah
war which is a mitzvah.OMilchemet reshut is a
which is not a mitzvah.[dt is optional.

Obviously, these terms need some clarification.[U
what circumstances is a war regarded as a mitz
Maimonides does not include in his codification of
mitzvot a specific mitzvah to wageaw]Instead,

n%;atds the above passage, Moshe is instructed to wag

Jewishilimes
Weeky Parsha

e gav/en nations of Cana’'an, and a war to save other J
téile does not include in this list a war waged in orde

ofhat such a conflict would meet Maimonides’ criter
&ch milchemet mitzvah.
andh order to answer this question, we must return t
issue mentioned earlier.CJAccording to Maimonide:
ofar waged in order to save members of Bnai Yisrae
drttilshemet mitzvah. [t is reasonable to regard such
»sagsobligatory.JOHowever, as mentioned earlier, thel
osame controversy regarding the exact identity of
muitzvah that obligates such conduct.CLet us conside
hissue more closely.

www.Mesora.mg/JewvishTimes

eismiithorized and expected to take the same action.

r tdRav Aharon explains that this midrash is the source for

edfaimonides’ ruling that a war waged to save fellow

odews is a milchemet mitzvah.[Even if one is not undel
personal attack, the midrash rules that we are obligate

ptantake preemptive action on a national level.Cdn other

5,Weords, the midrash extends to the nation as a whole th
isght of the homeowner to protect himself,

wdRav Aharon further explains that his thesis has

reingoortant implications.CAccording to his explanation of
thtaimonides, the obligation of the nation to defend itself
thian extension of the prerogative of the honmesiaHe
notes that the homeowner magieisethis prerogative

e iwaorder to protect his property.din other words, the

against Midyan.OThis was fulfils a commandm
ettlined in last week’s parasha.[There, Hashem re

auPhments that one is permitted to take another’s i
therder to defenaneselfln other words, if a person
aware that another individual is preparing to attach

Maimonides records two mitzvot regarding specific

— war to destroy Amalek and war to destroy the seweay even take the life of this person that plans to 3
nations of Cana’an.[2]This indicates that according tam.[CTThe midrash explains that this law is derived f
Maimonides, a milchemet mitzvah is a war authorizéthshem’s instructions to Moshe regarding Midy
by some specific obligation in the Torah.[In other woyddidyan had proven through previous behavior th

ane may take the measures needed to save himse

efitomeowner is not expected to step aside and allow th
itidsf to rob him.OHe is permitted and encouraged to

SMoshe that Midyan had attempted to destroy Braipose the roles[IRav Aharon points out that if the

vafisrael.] Therefore, Bnai Yisrael must eliminatthief succeeded in ejecting the homeowner from his
Midyan.[5]CIn our parasha, Hashem tells Moshe that thperty, the homeowner would not be deprived of his
ndiene has come to fulfill this obligation.C0The midrasprerogative.0He would have every right to forcibly

ergtlaim his property even at the expense of the thief
dlife.

nimRav Aharon suggests that the sarasonig applies
f.fidHhe national prerogative or obligatiordifenditself.C]
s$hils obligation includes the right and obligation to
opriotect its property — the land of Israel — from all those
amiio seek to steal it.OFurthermore, if we are removec

tfiom the land, we have the rightrelam it — just as the

a war waged to destroy Amalek is a milchemet mitavelas determined to destroy Bnai Yisrael.OIn instructifpmeowner may reclaim his property.0In short,
because it fulffills the mitzvah to destroy Amalek.CA waloshe to annihilate Midyan, Hashem specifically natedcording to Rav Aharon, the obligation of the Jewish
against the seven nations is a milchemet mitzvislidyan’s previous attempts to destroy Bnai Yisrael.
because it fulfills the mitzvah to destroy the seyenidrash asserts that the message of the TockgwiSIf | defend the land of Israel.
nations.0Maimonides adds that milchemet mitzyaime plans to kill you, you may protect yourself by killi

includes a third case.[A war to rescue the nation fro
attacking adversary is also regarded as a milch
mitzvah. [Although, there is some controversy regar,
the identity of the specific mitzvah that is fulfilled in t

kis would-be assailant before he can attack you.[6]
emdthis midrash would seem to contradict a well-knd
digiching of our Sages.(OThe Torah informs us that i
igliscover a burglar in our home, we are permitted tg

last case, it is reasonable to assume that we are ongjaitad?]DThe Sages explain that this is an act of

to defend our fellow Jew.(OTherefore, a war wage
defend and save other Jews meets the criterion for
defined as a milchemet mitzvah.OIn contrast, a
which is not required by a specific Torah obligati
not a milchemet mitzvah.t is a milchemet reshut.

O:L
There are variouslifferences between a milche

mitzvah and a milchemet reshut.CJFor example
members of Bnai Yisrael are obligated to participate

] defense.[t is assumed that if the homeowner opy
oéfeg burglar, the thief is prepared to kill his oppone

Ination to defend itself implies a right and obligation to

g Based on this reasoning, Rav Aharon answers ou
question on MaimnidesWhy does Maimonides not
wnclude within his list of conflicts that are milchemet
wiiizvah a war waged to possess the land of Israel.[Ra
Kharon answers that Maimonides does include this wa
aff-his list.CThis war is regarded as a war of self-defense.
odest as the homeowner is regarded as acting is sel
rdéfense when he protects his property, so too Bne

WEnerefore, the homeowner’s actions against the bu
@e regarded as self-defense.[Rashi suggests that
is the source for the dictum that one is permitted t
efomeone in order to defend oneself.[8](In other wor
@l agreed that one may kill another person

ipeeemptive measure to save oneself.CJHowever

milchemet mitzvah.O However, there are vari

ngwurce for this law is disputed.C0The midrash sug

rofmrael is acting in its own saffefensevhen it protects
itdaland from those who would take it from the Jewish
kitople.[9)O

S, it

s §] Rabbaynu Moshe ben Maimon (Rambam
Maimonides) Mishne Torah, Hilchot Melachim 5:9-12.
est?] Rabbaynu Moshe ben Maimon (Rambam

exemptions for a milchemet reshut.[3]0Becausettat the source is Hashem's instructions to MosheMaimonides) Mishne Torah, Hilchot Melachim 5:1.

milchemet mitzvah is waged in response to a Tordéstroy Midyan.[ORashi seems to disagree with|th¢3] Rabbaynu Moshe ben Maimon (Rambam

obligation, no further authorization is required for t
war to be waged.[However, because a milchemet r

himidrash and suggest an alternative source.[Accordi
eghahi, the source is the law permitting the homeow

is not waged in response to a specific Torah obligatigrkilta burdar.

must be authorized by Bait Din — the court.[4]

As explained above, Maimonides agrees that we
obligated by the Torah to possess the land of Israel 3
live in the land.OTherefore, we would expect that a

Rav Aharon Soloveitchik suggests that there is
eoatradiction between Rashi and the midrash.[R

ndeatifying the source for an individual's right to t
wareemptive measures against an attddkowever, th

taimonides) Mishne Torah, Hilchot Melachim 7:4.
ri@] Rabbaynu Moshe ben Maimon (Rambam
Maimonides) Mishne Torah, Hilchot Melachim 5:2.
nof5] Sefer BeMidbar 25:17-18.
hi {§] Midrash Tanchuma, Parshat Pinchas, Chapter 3.
ke [7] Sefer Shemot 22:1.
[8] Rabbaynu Shlomo ben Yitzchak (Rashi),

waged in order to seize control of the land would berédrash is extending this rule to the nation.0In ofh€ommentary on Sefer Shemot 22:1.
milchemet mitzvah.C0However, as indicated abg
Maimonides only identifies three forms of milchen
mitzvah — a war to destroy Amalek, a war to destroy

veords, the midrash is explaining that just as
néndividual is permitted and encouraged to defend hi
thed preempt an attack, so too the nation of Bnai Yi

thg9] Rav Aharon Soloveitchik, Settling the Land of
deliael and Milchemet Mitzvah in Current Times, Or
relelMizrach, October 2003.
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Taken from “Windows to the Soul”

Mattos

RABBI MICHAEL BERNSTEIN

Providentially, the remnant of the Jewish people
represented both matriarchs, Leah and Rachel, th
regective forebears of Judah and Benjamin.

When Moses decided to apportion the lands of the
Trans-Jordan to Gad and Reuven, he wanted to crea
the same balance in this extended area of the land «
Israel. Since Gad and Reuven both descended fror
Leah, he wanted to balance their presence with a trib
descended from Rachel. He chose Menashe, but on
part of it. Menashe, never having asked to settle in th
Trans-Jordan, deserved to share in Israel proper alor
with the other tribes. Therefore, Moses delegated only

A MATTER OF VOWS already been excluded from full integration with thgart of the tribe to settle in the Trans-Jordan.

A Matter of Vows Jewish nation, but Zimri may have hoped to includirthermore, by having one tribe straddle both sides o

After the debacle of Zimri, in which the Midianitehem in a diminished role. If so, the Midianite womethe Jordan, the group living in the Trans-Jordan, as
women ensnared the Jewish men, God tells Mosesvtuld have become concubines.[1] whole, would have a familial connection to the
harass and crush Midian. But before this war taketn order to highlight the error of Zimri'sheartland. This would cement the link between the two
place, the Torah veetdf on several tangents, includingationalization before the actual confrontation witparts of Israel.
the appointment of Joshua as Moses' successor andvitiian, the Torah presents the laws of vows, whichThe question remains, why choose Menashe? Mose
laws regarding the nullification of a woman’s vowseveal the deeper concept of Jewish womanhood. Theld have chosen any of three tribes descended fror
Only then does the Torah return to the business at hafeehl role and path of perfection for a Jewish wom&achel4Benjamin, Ephraim and Menashe. Why
the campaign against Midian (31:1-2), “And God spokes in her selfless dedication to the home and, Bjgnashe?
to Moses, saying, ‘Take vengeance for the childreneatension, in her selfless submission to the will of théMe can easily explain Benjamin's exclusion. This
Israel against the Midianites.” Creator. The Midianite women, products of aimbe was destined to have the Temple in his territory,

How are laws concerning a woman’'s vows sdolatrous and cruel culture, could not aspire to suctha place on eartieflecting God's oneness. Moses may
germane that they warrant interrupting dife, and therefore, they had no place in Jewish socidigtye considered it inappropriate to have any fissure ir
conspicuously the natural flow of the story of the wabt as wives, not even as concubines. their territory; it had to remain fully contiguous. As for
with Midian? In this light, we can better understand Godfsphraim, it would be Joshua the Ephraimite who would

Essentially, these laws restrict a woman's ability twmmand that the Jewish people not only attack kead the conquest of Canaan, and it was important the
make unilateral vows. The husband or the father ofalso harass the Midianites. Doing so would createthe people have full confidence in higrgonal
unmarried woman can, with certain qualificationgbiding antipathy and prevent them from ever agaiemmitment to the conquest. Had Ephraim already
annul them. The deeper premise that underpins thetsempting to merge with and corrupt the Jewiglartially settled in the Trans-Jordan, people might have
laws is a profound concept about a womargeople. lost a measure of confidence in Joshua’s commitmen
relationship to the home of her birth and the home of Therefore, as a practical matter, Moses selecte
her making. The home is not an entity external to heMVHO MENTIONED MENASHE? Menashe as the besandidateamong the three tribes
with which she is involved. Rather, it ideally becomesThe Jewish people stood on the threshold of the Hdigscended from Rachel.
an essential part of a woman'’s identity. Her sanctifiednd. They had captured all the lands of the Amorite$On a deeper level, Menashe may perhaps have bee
role emerges in the greater framework of her home iimaTrans-Jordan and were now poised to cross the rivest suited for the role of establishing a presence fron
which she integrates herself. The head of the homeijrite Canaan. The tribes of Gad and Reuven n&achel in the Trans-Jordan. In Joseph’s naming o
it her father or her hushand, is thus intimately involvegiproached Moses and asked to take their portion inenashe (Genesis 41:51), he acknowledged that all th
as a partner in all heffairs that may have bearing omich pastureland of the Trans-Jordan (32:1 ff). Moskagrdship he had endured in his separation from hom
the conduct of the home. Consequently, he has the righked askance at their request, but agreed tcaritl family (galus) would yet find eternal value. The
to object to any vows that interfere in those areas thedvided they met certain conditions. He then dividétibe that joined Gad and Reuven would be separate

relate to the home and annul them. the newly conquered lands among (32:33) “Gddym the rest of the Jewish people who lived in Israel
Had Zimri had this profound understanding of tHeeuven and part of the tribe of Menashe.” proper. They would face their own trials and threats
special qualities and role of the Jewish woman, perhap&/ho mentioned Menashe? outside the natural boundaries of Israel without the

he would never have consorted with the MidianiteOnly Gad and Reuven approached Moses; Menagtgssuring presence of all the other tribes nearby ¢
princess. It is certain that Zimroffered some did not accompany them. Why then, as the Ramiaoximity of the Temple. Therefore, Moses chose
justification for his actions. Perhaps he claimed he vaaks, did Moses include Menashe among the recipidienashe, whose name reflected the abiding trust i
trying to form an alliance with Midian. He rationalizedf land in the Trans-Jordan? Furthermore, why digbd that its patriarch Joseph had expressed whe
his physical lust to himself until he actually believed hdoses split the tribe of Menashe, given some of thgmovidence had separated him from his fartly.

would be drawing Midian into the Jewish orbit as land in the Trans-Jordan and the rest in Israel proper? [i] These events occurred after the Jews had enjoyed an idyliic
satellite of the enlarged tent of the Torah communityAfter the deportation of the Ten Lost Tribes and tlgistence in the desert, learning Torah and drawing ever closer to Go
thereby fulfiling God's final plan for all mankind. Hedemise of the northern kingdom centuries later, tigthirty-eight years. Itis, therefore, inconceivable that Zimri and his
may have compared himself to Moses who haibes of Judah and Benjamin accounted for most ofg:gw?’.s did not have some justification for their acts. Perhaps the

. . L . uperficial similarity of their rationale to Moses' inclusion of the eruv
embracgd the eruv rav, the Egyptian rabbl_e .wh.o 10|ned1a|n|n_g population (_)f Israel, although elements of the nay explain why specifically Moses forgot certain relevant laws
the Jewish people in the Exodus. The Midianites haither tribes had migrated south over the yeadSing this crisis.
Page 6
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Taken from “Getting it Straight”

(Questions

DOUG TAYLOR & RABBI MORTON MOSKOWITZ

"But does all this rational thinking stuff apply f
to the Bible too?"

| had waited a long time before asking him
this question since religion is a touchy subject
with some people. But the King of Rational
Thought and | were having a good discussion
over lunch, so | took the plunge, got the words
out, and then took a big bite from my sandwich
just in case | encountered a long silence. To my EZFfi®
surprise, he answered without hesitating. i

"Of course," he replied. "Here. I'll give you
an example from the book of Proverbs. 'He
who hides hatred is lying lips, and he who
utters slander is a fool.™

"Well, that's easy," | said, all prepared to
demonstrate that | knew how to think rationall
just as much as he did. "It means--"

"Wait a minute," he interrupted. "First tell m
what the questions are."

"The what?" | had no idea what he was
talking about.

| Idegs
d Life of t.‘rﬁfﬁ}-mr
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of that person. You can take steps to protec
yourself."

"So now let's look at the second question," he
continued. "Why is someone who hides hatrec
called 'lying lips'?"

"Well," | said, "they really hate me, but
they're pretending to be nice to me. Isn't that
lying?"

"Right,” he said. "But why would they do
that?"

"Because they want to hurt me in some
way?" | tried.

"Exactly," he said. "When someone is angry
at you and wants revenge, they'll do one of twa
things. If they're foolish, they'll slander you
publicly. That's foolish because now you know
to protect yourself. But the more cunning
person will pretend to be nice to you while
secretly plotting against you."

"So," he concluded, "the proverb is about
protecting yourself from hatred."

"The questions," he said. "You want to jumgne of the keys to gaining knowledge. It's parl took all this in and reached for my

right into
guestions."

interpretation without

askingof the practice of rational thought. Asking googsandwich, unaware that I'd finished it.
questions is often more important than"Do you see how asking the right questions

| stuck my toe in the ater. "What kind of struggling for answers, because good questideads you to the answer?" he added.

guestions?" | asked. will guide you to the answers."

"l see it," | said. "But I'm not sure | could

He responded matter-of-factly, graciouslyl could only fake looking contemplative sdave gotten there on my own."

avoiding making me feel like an idiot.
"Questions that guide you to the truehat does the proverb mean?" | asked.

long. Besides, | was running out of lunch. "So"Asking good questions takes practice,” he

replied. "Just like any skill."

meaning of the proverb,” he said. "For"Well, let's take the questions one at a time,'He was right, and | was eager to do more.
example, why is someone who utters slander said. "Why would someone who utteBut when | suggested questioning my boss

called 'a fool?' And why is someone who hidetander be called 'a fool'?"
hatred called 'lying lips'?" He paused, waiting for an ansmw

I bit into my sandwich again, hoping he "Uh, because I'll sue them?bffered.
wouldn't notice | was stalling.

about why he doesn't give me a raise, the King
of Rational Thought, having observed how
deeply | appear to think while eating, had a

"Sort of," he replied. "If someone is angry dtetter idea.

"Asking good questions," he continued, "igou and slanders you, you know to be carefuHe recommended | have another sandvilth.
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the Basics Must Come First

RABBI MOSHE BEN-CHAIM

Isnt is interesting, that the most central prayer, the issues that God wrote for us to contemplate? Isnt Kabbala
Shima, does not mention reincarnation, mysticism, study foolish, if the greatest minds warned against it?
Kabbala, and all those areas that Jews gravitate to today?  Let us learn from what God designated as our primary
And since the Shima is what the Rabbis said contains focus. Study the Shima. Understand the central themes of
“Torah’s Central Tenets”, then aren't we wise to follow these Torah, as God desires. Your mastery of the Shima and
brilliant Rabbis, and Moses who wrote the Shima at God’s  Halacha, as the Rabbis demanded, and the volumes written

word? Aren't we foolish to veer away from the most central ~ on them, must come before any other area.

- S
racretre s s A e

‘;T-ésﬁ 4ash 'rpmw sotxion HoNH BM3TH
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Kabbala

Studying it loday

All areas of life are
guided by halacha,
Jewish law. What do

our rabbis say about

Kabbala study today?

RABBI DAN

IEL MYERS

Question: Mr. Avishai Rubinstien: Is one allowe
prohibited, or obligated to learn Kabbala today?

O

Answer: Before discussing this topic, it would
appropriate to quote from the introduction to
discussion regarding Hallel on Yom Haatzmaut:
issue of reciting Hallel on Yom Haatzmaut
always been a very complicated and controve)
one. Both sides argue with passion and exciten
stressing the legitimacy and correctness of t
respective opinions. While it is highly praisewort
to be passionate in our convictions and actions,
improper for our passions to lead us to our positi
Rather, we should approach a sugya, a topic,
“Chochma”, “Bina” and “Daat”. Malbim (Proverb:
24:3) explains that “Chochma” is that which \

HKabbala. Both individuals should mold their beliefs
and feelings to be in line with the Mesora (acceptec
Torah traditions), and never follow the opposite path

b&od forbid, by distorting the Mesora to be in line

pwith their own preconceived notions.

ThéNe will proceed by quoting from the Rabbis of our

1dmditions (Baalei ha’Mesora) from the Mishnaic era,

rslalvn to the greatest Rabbis of our generation.

nert)

heiMishna

hy The Mishna in Chagigélib) prohibits a Rabbi
ifr@m teaching Maaseh Merkava (Ezekiel's vision of

potiee Divine Chariot) to anyone but a great Talmid

withacham, a wise Talmudic stér. The Mishna also

s forbids one from investigating deep, philosophical

hvieleas about God, and it states, “It would have beel

learn from others; “Bina” is “Hamaivin Davg

Mitoch Davar’(deduction) and “Daat” is intuition.

For example, a trained doctor may have a legiti

tbetter for such a person not to be created.”
O
atéalmud

intuition how to deal with a cancer patient, (GodThe Gemara (13a) writes that even great Mishnai
have mercy we never hear of such), choosiagthors (Tanaim) were not prepared to delve intc
chemotherapy, surgery or another option. A laymdmese topics, and some of them did and were
on the other hand, who has no Chochma or Binadstroyed. According to the Maharsha (Chagiga 13¢
medicine, cannot have legitimate intuition in thi¥ah”) Kabbala is more esoteric then Maaseh
matter. The same applies to every Mitzvah in {Heerkava (Ezekiel's vision of the Divine Chariot) and
Torah; one can have Daat — intuition — regardingraust be hidden to an even greater extent then th
Mitzvah, but only after he has the first two typeg tHter.
wisdom. For example, only a judge with thorough(l
knowledge in the Yoreh Dayah (Laws regardingTalmudic Commentators
Kashrut) could decide whether a meat spoon fqun8ee further in Maharsha where he writes tha
in a dairy dishwasher needs koshering or not. [TKigbbala is not mentioned in the Mishna, Gemara
same approach applies to Yom Haatzmaut and Tosefta, Mechilta, Sifra or Sifree.) The implication is
recitation of Hallel. Only after going through thebvious: The average person and greatest minds
relevant sections such as Baal Toseef, Batleho certainly would never consider themselves
Megillat Taanit, Chiyuv Hallel after Geula, etc. mparable to Chazal - must certainly avoid Maasel
one really have a legitimate understanding of | thterkava and Kabbala. This does not mean that thi
topic. Until then, he should follow his Rabbi ankinowledge is not important; on the contrary, a Gado
respectfully differ with those who follow other(a great mind) who can understand these deep ar
“judges of Halacha”, or “poskim”. abstract ideas about God and Divine Providence
With regard to Kabbala as well, we shoulshould deepen his knowledge and love of God by
approach this topic with one goal: namely,| telving into the deepest area that are accessible |
understand and embrace the teachings of our Bdaifsi. (Mishna Torah Hilchot Yesodai Hatora 4:13.
Ha-Mesora (our unanimously accepted transmift&se Pelah Yoaiz “Limud” where he writes that one
of the Oral Law) to learn what they determindehs a Chiyuv to learn the deepest areas of Torah th
whether the ideas are in line or against our natuae within his reach.)
beliefs and inclinations. Therefore, a “rationalist’ However, everyone must have the humility to
should not simply dismiss the relevancy of Kabl cept his limitations, limitations that aertaini/

and a “mystic” should not impulsively delve intanore restricting in our knowledge then the great

(continued on next page)
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(Kabbala continued from page 9)

Rabbis, and be content to understand as much
revealed Torah that he can. One who studies t
that are beyond his intellectual capabilities will,
definition, embrace irrational and possibly heretical
concepts, since he is trying to formulate concepts
about topics where his rational faculty can not agsist
him; he will be doomed to embrace nonsensical
notions that stem from his irrational and instinctual
nature, not from his Tzelem Elokim, his intellect.

O

Maimonides

In his “Guide for the Perplexed”, 1:32, 1:51 gnd
1:73, Maimonides contrasts the Tzelem Elokim
(intellect) with the faculty of Dimyon, (imaginatio)
and warns us not to be guided byl#tier.

by

O individuals.”
Ramban O
The Ramban, the great Talmudic, Halachic andRivash

Kabbalistic authority (see Faith and Folly by RavThe Rivash, (a ‘Rishon’, of the first Talmud
ndemmentators) writes (Siman 157) that his Re
his introduction to Sefer Bereshith (Shilo Publishinav Peretz Hakohain prayed with intent only to G
translation by Rabbi Chavel p.15) with the followipgot to any Sefirot, (Divine Emanations) like t
Mekubbalim do. He also quotes philosophers
were very critical of the Mekubbalim and cynic
“Now behold! bring into a faithful covenant claimed that the gentiles believe in 3 beings, |the
and give proper counsel to all who look intinity, while the Mekubbalim believe in 10, God
this book, not to reason or entertain anfprbid, referring to the 10 Sefirot. The Rivash quates
thought concerning any of the mystic hints Mekubal who explains that the Mekubbalim pray
which | write regarding the hidden matters pbnly to God, but they ask God to respond to their
the Torah, foit do hereby firmly make known f@rayers via the various messengers that He| has

Yaakov Hillel Shlita p.37) of the mediaeval era el

warning:
O

reasoning or contemplation, excepting from ttaecepts this explanation, he still writes that
mouth of a wise Kabbalist speaking into the eginould simply pray to God, and He knows ho

“Let him not trust in vanit, deceiving himself”,| learn it since | did not receive it from a Meku
(Job, 15:31) for these thoughts will bring hin€hacham. | saw explanations of the principles o
rRamban but they do not reveal the wisdom
Kabbala, rather they uncover a bit and cover u
inor commentaries novelmuch more; one can easily stumble in this st
Therefore, | have chosen not to be involved in hid
matters.” After discussing the 10 Sefirot and
various approaches to understanding them,
Rivash concludes that one should not rely
explanations of the Sefirot unless he hears it frg
iChacham Mekubal, and even then, only “may

oit. “ulai”).

nothing but evil as if they spoke falsely aga
God, which can not be riiven...Ratheret

such see
interpretations of the plain meanings of
Scripture and Midrashim, antét them take
moral instruction from the mouths ofr holy
Rabbis: “Into that which is beyonybu, do not
seek; into that which isnae powerful than
you, do not inquire; about that which

concealed from you, do not desire to kn
about that which is hidden from you, do not(
ask. Contemplate that which is permitted
you, and engage ngturself in hidden things.’
(Bereishith Rabbah, 8:2)

O

writes:
O
“The topics that we have discussed

known as Pardais (lit. “garden”, or higher (13a) as the source for this restriction. The Sh

toRamah
The Ramah, the great Halachik ruler for Ashke
Jewry, quotes the Rambam that one should not §
Pardais until he knows laws concerning permiss
The Rambam, after discussing deep idemsd prohibited matters and laws governing
regarding Maaseh Bereishith and Maaseh MerkaMtiizvot. (S"AY"D 246:4)
0

Vilna Gaon (Gra)
areThe Gra (ibid 18) cites the Gemara in Chagiga

Jewishhimes
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abilities to fully understand Pardais. | maint;

of the matters). Even though the Tanaaim were gre@hid. 6) writes that the “Mekubbalim and later
ppics  brilliant people, they did not all have theéRabbis (Acharonim) strongly prohibited learning

irKabbala until one is a great Torah scholar, with a

that one should not visit the Pardais until he thorough knowledge of ‘all Talmudidractates

first satiated with “bread andneat”, which

refers to knowledge of the Mitzvot. Even thol
the greatest knowledge is that of Pardais,

former knowledge must come first because
it is “Myashaiv Daato Shel Adam Techila,
teaches one to think clearly; and 2) it is {
good that God has given to all of us to obse

(“Shas”). Some even maintain that one must be &

u@grast 40 years old. One must also be filled with

tihedusha, Tahara, Zerizut, Nekiyut, literally, “sanctity,
;rity, zeal and cleanliness.” Most people who
"involve themselves in Kabbala prematurely suffer
hgreat Divine Retribution.”

rve]

in this world and reap the benefits in Olam Be-er Haitev

Habah, the afterlife. Everyone can partake

ofThe Be-er Haitev (ibid 3) quotes the Shach

this revealed Torah, the young and the old, meerbatim, and the Pitchai Teshuva (ibid 4) also
and women, geniuses as well as averagetes: “One must not learn Kabbala because ou

he
vho

minds simply are not deep enough to understand it.
The Ramah elsewhere (Torat Haolah part 3 chapte
4) writes:

ic O
bbe
od,

“| have seen even an true Kabbala recipient
in his generation [approximately 500 years
ago!] who clearly understands authentic
Kabbala. Regarding the masses, they simply
jump to learn Kabbala, which islast to their
eyes, such as Zohar, Rekanati and Shaara
Orah, even though the ideas cannot be
properly understood since we no longer have
an authentic, oral transmission, mouth-to-
mouth. Not only that, there are commuon
who do not know theleft from their right, who
can not even explain Chumash with Rashi, whc
run to learn Kabbala. This is all because we
are an orphaned generation. There are those
that glorify themselves by giving pubéctures
in Kabbala after dabbling just a bit in the topic.
God will punish these peopled

Ily

EprTor’s COMMENTS:
f [1] Maimonides Fifth Principle of his “13
h [sdPrinciples” states that one may not pray to anything
Ldy.except to God alone, to whom exclusively it is fitt:-Lg
dento pray. Maimonides includes in this fundamentgl,
thethat one may also not pray to anything, even
heo\dmitting it is not God, butelatirg to it as an
A intermediary to God. Maimonides writes:*Princip
%/ That He, blessed be He, is fitting to serve, to I3
and to publicize His greatness, and to perform
commands. And that we must not do so to leg
existences among the angels, stars, planets, an
hazelements, or anything made from them. For thesg
stiidipatural objects and on their designs there is
iblejudgment or free will, except God alone who
theblessed. Similarly, one must not serve them ag an
intermediary to God, but to God alone must (e
direct our thoughts, and abandon all else. And this is
the Fifth Principle which warns against idolatry, apd
most of the Torah warns against this.”

h

ser
H the
are
not
is
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Over recent years a major part of Israglsraelis or a guarantee of supplies?
economy collapsed, causing Israeli citizens gredEven if there is merit to giving land away for
financial hardship. Tourism which used to be [tipegace, why must they lump the businesses i
number one moneymaker for Israel was kidéd| with the land deal? Maybe we shouldn't be
by the latest Intifada. This made the finang¢iakgotiating on this developed land or maybe we
situation sodifficult that for a time Jewishshould get money for the businesses. Why are w
organizations found it necessary to advertigegiging away a $60 million business, which also
"Go Israel" campaign to encourage people iteeans so many people lose their jobs? The Israe
visit the country - making use of Israeli airlinggjovernment hurt their own economy then and
hotels, car rentals, etc. These organizations |alsey seem to be doing the same now.

wanted tourists to spend their money in the lpcalnother issue is, where will Israel get the
shops. Additionally, Israeli vendors travelethoney to replace all the lost business that is to b
around the USA advertising "Buy Israel.iven away? If they cripple themselves
Americans wouldn't travel to Israel so the Isradihancially, they'll need financial aid from outside

vendors, on the verge of bankruptcy, were fo
to come to the USA to sell their wares.

Israel's second moneymaking proposition
always been export - mainly of fruits al
vegetables - particularly citrus fruits. I'm not
military expert or even a financial expert, but
me it seemsfthat under the guise of peace
Israeli government is looking to give up a chu
the country's second biggest source of incg
The residents of Gush Katif, one of t
settlements that Israel plans to give to
Palestinian Arabs, sell millions of dollars of
produce inside the country and export more 1
$60 million in produce to other countries. T
Israeli economy is still reeling from the suici
attacks, and now the Israeli government plan
give those that sent the bombers, a part of
major money making interest.

| certainly don't think we should be giving t
land away, not from a religious perspective ¢
spiritual perspective or safety perspective, a
am not minimizing the issue of the governm
giving away homes or the farms that wg
cultivated or the businesses that were built

ceduntries. That help would most likely come
from the USA who will no doubt use this as an
hagportunity to dictate what Israel should do. If
ntsrael is reliant on the USA financially, they'll be
boundl listen to their advice.

tolf the plan goes through, Israel will end up
libeng much more than money. They are giving
rdway their economic empowerment. | can't say
rno#en enough that without money Israel lacks
hstanding at the world round table. Without
tineoney, Israel has no negotiating @ovin fact |
tean't remember a time that the USA or the UN, ot
hamycountry for that matter, sat and negotiatec
heith a nation that didn't have money or resources
de Shortly after Ariel Sharon was elected and
saigpointed Benjamin Netanyahu finance minister,
Héetanyhu lectured in a Manhattan hotel about the
financial future of Israel. Netanyahu said that
hehere was a time that Israelis were admired fol
rtleir brain and not their brawn. Jews were
ndiekwed as smart, but unable to defend
etitemselves. From 1948 Israel proved to the
epgorld that they can defend themselves.
Bomehow with that change in attitude people

over the years. Some of those factors ag
giving away land can be disputed, but how
we ignore the financial aspect of this iss
Numbers don't lie.

Many years ago Israellthade a similar mist
For political reasons, Israel gave Egypt the
desert with oil fields that they developed - in f
gave it back earlier than actual agreed upon
Oil is something Israel needs. Why didn't Is
keep one pipe line flowing into their coun
Why didn't they lock in a low price for oil

iftsgot that Jews have good brains and busines
anumen.
e7These days Israel has areas of booming
agriculture, business growth and advancec
kechnology. Each of us should take a moment tc
inmiderstand what harm the Israeli government i
doing by giving away the land, and try to
atéuence world opinion. More importantly, let us
allenge the Israeli government and ask them ftt
Reep the land, keep the business, and keep tf
Israeli economy alived
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‘Learning is
the Greatest
Thing?

veRon: I'm having trouble understanding tk
okencept of learning Torah.OWe know th
ckbarning Torah is the greatest thing a person
s, it's “Knegged Kulam” — “greater than &
Na&f them” (Mitzvos).OOBut | don't understan
what.[JHow can my sitting down reading
CGimgmash, without any understanding of
oghatsoever, give me the greatest pleasure
hgnant me Olam Haba?!Olt's reading, not
difficult!d1 understand if you want to s3
y-Lifum Tzar Agra” (in accord with the toil ig
ithe reward), but technically speaking, | G
tligien up Tanach, and read and read, and it’g
igreatest™? Why?How? Shouldn’t helping
pdlol lady across the street, or saving a life

rpteater?

God’s
Appearance

Child: What does God look like?

O

Mesora: That is a good question. We have ne
seen God, so how do we know what He lo
like? 1 thought of this myself. But then | realiz
there are some things on Earth that we can't
but we know they are there. Like the wind.
cannot see the wind, but we feel it when it blo
and we see what it does, when we see the treg
the leaves blow in the wind. So maybe, there
be other things that are really out there, but t
are invisible, so we cannot see them.

Another example is something called “gravit]
Do you know what that is? Gravity is a power,
force, that pulls things down to the Earth, and
is why things fall when we let go of them. Tha
why rain falls to the ground, and does not go u
the sky. But do you know something? You can
see “gravity”, but what you see are the results ofThank you in advance,[Ron
gravity, or what gravity “does”. You see rain [
falling, and other things dropping. This is becauséMesora: Let's first understand your valu
the Earth is like a magnet, and it pulls everyt
towards itself. So you don't see gravity, but ydigreater.”
see what it does to other things. What is the barometer you use to estimate

Now, how does the Earth “know” to kee¢palue of something? Saving and protecting
pulling things down everyday? Well, the Earth &re the cases you mentioned. And you
not alive, so it can't be thinking that it will keemorrect...life is to be preserved, even to
pulling things...so what is making things fall? int, that we even violate Sabbath to s
answer is: a “law”. A law is something like theomeone’s’ life. So then | would ask you, “W
wind, which we can’t see, but we know it must|be life so important?” You would say “so
there. We can't see or point to the law of grayiperson might live and be happy and enjoy
that tells the Earth to pull everyday, but we can|dsest life”. But keep in mind, that you admit th
what it does. We know it is there. helping an old lady across the street, or savi

[God is the same. He is there, and He is stroplifer, themselves, are not the ultimate go
then everything else, since He made everything Because you would admit that these are on
see, including the Earth, the sun, the moon |ayabd, provided the saved person uses their
stars, and all else. positively, in accord with your measure of wi

Even the smartest adults don't know why Godsstruly positive.
invisible. We don't know why He is this way, but [As we continue, | ask you, “How does
we do know He has to be there, because withpeyson become happiest?” What is “happy?
God, this whole Earth and sky and all pedple answer it is when a person is not hungry,
wouldn't be around. in pain, or not poor at all, what we ha

So we don't know what God looks like, becaliskescribed is called “removal of pain”. These
He is like the wind and gravity, things that have| mot positive things. It is true, we need not to
color. But even thought we cant see Him, Waeungry, in pain or poor, but these too are “
know He is there, and we can talk to Him and
hears us.

We have to know that there are some thing
life that we will never know. But most of what W
search for, we will know. You just happened to
one of the smartest questions that even
smartest adults don’t know the answellb!

poverty do not make a person happy. We
s“ivhy not”? The answer is because a perso

apkeds food, comfort, and money to have a h

and also, an intellect. And if these are

enade up of more than a physical body, wh

tred clothes. We also possess many emoti

www.Mesora.mg/JewvishTimes

satisfied, then a person is not happy. For
example, a person has a strong social
component, and needs friends. Without friends,
a person becomes unhappy. So “friends” gets
added to our list of things that make us happy.
But is “any” friend good enough? Well, we
need friends who have good values. We won't
be happy if our friends tease us, or take
advantage of us. We also need recognition in ¢
@ositive nannerWe have a self-image, and we
ateed to feel good about ourselves. But aside
d¢eom all these needs that we caantion which

ilinake us feel good in an emotional way, we alsc
cheed to be involved in what we feel is

amportant”.

itWe each have a value system and intelligence
and we sense when our lives are not serving an
dugher purpose. Many people work many years,
youild beautiful homes, and have many
possessions; yet, they wake up one day an
agense a feeling of emptiness. Their life is not
‘theing anywhere” they say. This feeling comes

habout because each of us has intelligence, an

be understand on some level, that this is our
highest element. (A proof that we value
intelligence over all else is that the worst insult
is being called stupid.) We realize that repetitive
dabor, the accumulation of wealth, and

isystem, and then we can determine whateistertainment, simply do not satisfy us, novelty

wearsoff. But most people simply don’t know
thby. They foolishly feel their lifestyles must be
ifght, since everyone else is also living this
aray! They finally arrive at the wrong
feenclusion, “I know what would make me
aliappy: MORE!” Since these individuals never
ngxamined human nature as a study, like
anything else they have studied, they have little
tbe no knowledge about what man truly needs to
dte happy and live a fulfilled life.

ng But at some point, most people do wake up to
pthe realization that all the wealth, possessions
wacations and prestige...simply weaoff.
ffeople are searching for something, becaus
g&od designed us to be happy with something
else, and not the physical as an endtgalf.
And there is no way to escape His design of us
'dhd we should not want to escape, but
roinversely, we should want to learn what His
vplan is. Well, His plan is as you said at the very
apeitset: He desires that we engage in Toraf
Istudy. This activity more than all others will
fenlighten our minds, provide us with absolutely

Bemething else”. As removing pain, hunger apdoper morals, and will engage our thought and

askiriosity to the point, that we forget everything
neise. Certain scientists at times became sc
iemgrossed in studying God’s universe that they
bfoegot to eat! This example illustrates how
satjsfying the search for knowledge is. As we
netudy, we uncover new ideas that are very

(continued on next page)
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appealing, and satisfy us deeply.

Why is the life of wisdom the happiest life”
is because is satisfies in all of us, the
primary feature of our being: our intellect,
soul. When man’s most primary componen
satisfied, he will be satisfied. But when ma
not pursuing God’s plan for us, seeking wisd
and answers, then he can immerse himself
much as he wants: buying the fanciest car,
building the most luxurious home. But he will
eventually tire from these, and realize they d
afford happiness, simply because they
nothing for his soul, this central compon
which affords us happiness.

Additionally, as a Rabbi once taught, physi
desires require proper conditions, such as
weather and energy for vacations or sports,

t
0
t
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hunger so as to enjoy a meal. But once we
eaten, eating becomes painful, and w
weather is poor or we are tired, vacations
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and sports are not enjoyed. But the life|

wisdom is not dependent on any condition:| &ll
we require, we have with us day in, and dgy
out! All we need is our minds. So the element pf
pain is not present in this one pursuit, in the|lfe
of wisdom. For this reason too, this life of To

=
Ph: 516.792.0200 Summer Rates

Fx: 516.792.9503
JL@]Lichter.com

study affords us an additional pleasure, as| o

Purchase a Mesora HTML ad

pain is associated with it.

Now regarding your statement, since
have no real understanding of Torah, by
own admission, you truly cannot sugg
anything compares to learning. It is equival
to saying “What is behind the first curtain is|@f
less value than thislollar” Since you ar
ignorant of what is behind the curtain, y
statement is meaningless. What you experi
when reading unintelligible words is n
learning...since, you are not “learnin
anything! Reading is not “learning.” Certain
any reading wherein you are oblivious to
meaning contains no merit at all.

In conclusion, we realize the best life is

u
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Hce of

where man’s central component is enga

where he realizes new truths, and where |t
realizationaffords him a satisfaction not only |r
the ideas themselves, but also in knowing wii
is important, and what he is to value.

realizes he is following what his Creald
designed him for, and he senses less nee(
engage in the material world, as he realiz
cannot make him happy. It is a slow

q

Contributions to the Jewishlimes
can be made securely here:
https./Aww.mesora.or g/donate

enjoyable process to learn and to apply in|g

lives what we learn, but it works, if we &
honest, and patient.

We also realize that actions which we at firdt
assume to be of greater value, like escorting
elderly, under furtherexamination, will revea
more primary objective: as you said, “Talm
Torah Kinneged Kulam”, “Torah stud

r
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To list your group here & on www.Mesora.org/Groups
FREE, email us here: Groups-On@Mesora.org
Subcribing to our collective groups enables us all to

reach 1000s more people with important information.

To locate a group online, follow this format:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GroupName

To subscribe to a list, send a blank email to:

GroupName -subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Once subscribed, you are enabled to email 100s-1000s
others with a single email. Expect to receive many as well!
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Regional Lists

Connecticut

« Fairfield_County_Shuls (75) An announcement list
serving the Jewish community and all shuls in the greater
Fairfield County Connecticut location.

New York

* Jewish_Community (1576) The Jewish Community is
intended to combine the efforts of the local "shul" groups (NYC,
Teaneck, Fair Lawn, Monsey, Essex County etc) and create a
single resources for the New York and New Jersey metropolitan
orthodox community for announcements of interest and
common events. Certain announcments are very local in nature
and belong in the local "shul” groups. Other announcments are
regional in nature and should utilize this group to get the word
out on a larger scale.

« brooklynshuls (60) A list for those affiliated with Brooklyn
shuls.

* bronxshuls(53)

« events_for_jewish_women (182)

* FiveTownsJewishCommunity (1595)  The purpose of
this email list is to enable local shuls, yeshivot and organizations
to communicate with members of the Five Towns Jewish
Community. The list should be used primarily for the
dissemination of information regarding local shul, yeshiva and
organizational or charity events and functions in accordance
with the list policy posted on this site. It is the hope of the
moderators of this group that this service will bring the
community closer together by enabling the publicizing and
enhancement of the

* FiveTownsBiz (52) m Established to allow free
business contact for all Jewish communities, generating more
business for all involved.

* FiveTownsShuls (1345)

* FiveTownJewishCommunity

« HillcrestOnline (220)

« flatbushJewishAction (81)

« JFlatbushOnline (633) Welcome! This is a group to
allow members of the Brooklyn, New York Jewish community in
Flatbush and other neighborhoods, to communicate. It is a
place to let others know about events or programs at your shul
or school, religious and cultural events, and singles events. We
can also cover neighborhoods such as Boro Park or Crown
Heights. It is also a place for various neighborhood topics, such
as goods needed or available, different community efforts,
concerns, etc.

* lesshuls (112) Discussion group for issues, topics and
events of interest to the Jewish community of the Lower East
Side of Manhattan.

» MonseyShulsChat (72)

» manhattanshuls (95)

* NYCShuls (533) NYCShuls@YahooGroups.com is an
announcement list for the Jewish community in New York City.
The primary goal of the group is to be an effective tool in the
building and maintenance of our community.

* PlainviewShuls Established to enable area residents a
quick and effective means of information distribution. Please
use this new forum to post shul/Torah class times,

announcements, business, share ideas, and converse on
matters relevant to the Plainview Jewish communities. As Torah
Jews we must follow what God demands of us. Let us all strive
to learn more Torah, and practice the unmatched codes
prepared by our Creator. Rising above our personal
preferences, let us achieve something great...together.

« queensshuls (102) A general list for those affiliated with
Queens shuls.

» QueensCentralShuls (44) An announcement list for the
Jewish community and Shuls of Central Queens.

* RiverdaleShuls (541)

* SiShulList (123)

« statenislandshuls (27)

» UWSyoungprofessionals (715)  The list is intended for
announcements of interest Young Professionals living on the
upper west side. HOW TO SUBSCRIBE: To subscribe go to
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/uwsyoungprofessionals/join or
send a blank email to uwsyoungprofessionals-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com . INFORMING OF EVENTS: To
get an event added to our weekly e-mail send
grubeyl@yahoo.com information about the event and it will
most likely be distributed to our list.

» WestHempsteadShuls (270)

* WesleyHillsShuls (383)

« WhitePlainsShuls (26)

New Jersey

« BergenfieldShuls (40) Information for and about shuls in
the Bergenfield / New Milford / Teaneck area.

« EdisonHighlandParkBulletinBoard (563)

« EnglewoodShuls (635)

« LakewoodShuls (160)

« PassaicJews (651)

« TeaneckShuls (5958) TeaneckShuls is an
announcement list for the Jewish community and shuls in the
Teaneck / Bergenfield / New Milford vicinity.

« TeaneckShulsUnrestricted (60)

« TenaflyShuls (204)

« WestOrangeJewishCommunity (79)  The Vibrant,
Diverse, and Growing Jewish Community of West Orange, NJ
USA This mailing list is intended for the sharing of information
between, and communication among, all members of the West
Orange Jewish Community and its many Jewish Institutions -
regardless of religious affiliation.

» WestOrangeShuls (638) The list is intended for
announcements of interest to shul-goers in the West Orange
vicinity

Topical Lists

Business

« buscardexchange (22)

* jcbusinessforum (322)

« JewishBusiness (173) Business ethics and practices
according to Jewish law.

« JewishBusinessnetworking (380) A place for Jewish
business people to network, develop leads and contacts,
exchange ideas, find jobs, provide employment, and shmooze!

« JewishBusinessAssoc_Colorado (255)  We have
monthly luncheons to discuss various business topics as well as
Happy Hour get togethers to socialize with others in the Jewish
Community.

» JewishBusinessNetwork (490) Hear Exciting Speakers,
Exchange Business Leads, and Job Opportunities, Promote
Your Business, and/or Come Socialize at Our 3rd Tuesday,
Monthly Meetings, 6:00-8:15pm at the Jewish Community
Association of Austin, 7300 Hart Lane

« jewishwork (334) The Jewish (and Bnai Noach) job
market. For employers and for people seeking employment,
anywhere in the world. On this email list you can announce
positions available, and positions being sought. This list is not
for ads to promote your business, product, or services.

« UCLAANderson-JBSA (99)

Dating

« Bay_Area_Jewish_Singles (29)

« Frum-Jewish-Singles (101) The purpose of this group is
for Orthodox Jewish singles to be able to get together, exchange
information about each other, post information about gatherings
/ singles weekends, to ask questions and possibly be able to set
up a shidduch. You MUST be an Orthodox Jew to join this group
and you will NOT be accepted until you answer the
questionnaire that is emailed to you.

« JDate_Jewish_Online_Dating (50) Are you Jewish? Are
you Single? We have the solution for you! At JDate.com, you
can meet like-minded Jews that are also single! This isn't an
ONLINE dating site full of fake profiles! These are REAL
PEOPLE just like you.

« Jewish_Matchmaker (108)

« jewish-singles (350)

« jewish-single-doctors (28)

* mercer_jewish_singles (294)

Home Life

« 1davening (60)

« 1-JewishComputing (64)

« 1Jewish_Homes (83)

« chiddush (232) Chiddush is an advanced group that
offers Yeshiva-level Jewish scholars (talmidei chachamim) the
opportunity to share original insights into Jewish ritual and lore.
Submissions may be up to one screen long, and must include
traditional sources for reference. Include a statement that the
submission was your own and that it has not been published
elsewhere.

« davening (337)

« Frum-Jewish-Parents (90)

« Gabbai (143)

« Jewish_Cuisine (623)

« jewish-food (1749) Jewish-Food is a moderated list for all
interested in the discussion of GENERAL aspects of Jewish
food which includes the exchanging of recipes, and cooking
techniques of Jewish food using Kashruth (laws of keeping
kosher).

« JewishGeography (334)

« jewishhomes (719)

« JEWISH-RECIPE (492)

« jewish_stitchery (112)

« Jewish_Weight_Watchers (169)

« Vegetarian_Jewish_Cuisine (392)

Religious

« Jewish_Converts (260)

« Teshuvah (123) This is a group for those returning to
Halachik Judaism, or already-frum Jews interested in assisting
others.

« Torah_study (79)

Social

« 1-JewishPhilanthropy (113)  Jewish Philanthropy offers
information about philanthropic activities and surveys of
foundations that fund Jewish institutions. It networks Jewish
fundraisers and donors.

« Jewish_Action_Alerts (178) This is an action alert
listserv for Jews and friends of Jews from around the world to
participate in local, national and international action alerts to
governments, businesses, agencies as they effect the safety,
security and welfare of Jewish people at home, abroad and in
Israel.Groups from which action Alerts will be posted include, but
are not limited to: AIPAC, UJC, JCPA, ADL,
HonestReporting.com, CAMERA, and others.

« Jewish_Self-Defense (841)

« Jewish-Humor (318)

« jewish-jokes (455)

« jewish-american-veterans (83)

« Jewish-Outdoors-Club (1521)

« Jewish_World (428) Page 14




